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A Touch- Stone, | 1 


” OR; EE 2 
ke: Tryal bs the Seriptaves, be ; 
on the Friefts, ſhops,” and Mini- ; 


ers, who have called (Hee Dy the Mini. 


1 Þ- 2: of the Geſpel, whoſe Time and Day hath been inthe|- * 
T-laft Ages paſt, or rather io the Night of Apoſtacy ; 
+ are tried and weighed by the Scriptures oft Truth, and 
+ are found out of the he Life and Poy 

|. of the Spitit and, DoQrine of 'them that gave them forth, and 
| quite contrary to their Priciple and ONS» both To : 


er of the Scriptures, and out 7 


wh Proteſtants. " 
Knto which is amexed, 


- -Womiens Sporty Juſtified, of. 


7 


F "Lint Childres, 5 Kt is hi Vaſt time, 2s A: have beard; hat "ek 


6 come 3 even now there are many Amichriſts,* whereby we know 
t #4 the laſt time, Theſe things bave 1 written-unto you, Concerning 


| = ſeduce j 3 but the Amnouting which ye have recerved of him 


7 s bin you, and ye nerd nxt that any mas reach yo, ber a once 
achith you x John2. = 

—” nd 7 ffood wyon the and of the Sta, and ſawa Beaſt Me out of ths | 
frat ſeven Heads, and ten Horns, and upon bis Heads thewames 
Wis: : and be 0 ad his mouth in Blaſphemy againſt C God to blafe 
henge bis Name and Wo Tabernacle, and then that dwell in Heaven. 

He that leadetb into Captivit y maſt yo into capitvity;be that killech with 

tht ſword, muſt be kille withthe ſword ; hare s the faith and. patience of 3 


$74 Saints, Rev. L 13. 
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= _ . The Fpiſtle to the READER, 
#5: 8 an SITY! bb ARDS. = BY 2} : 

Serious Reader, £0 Fa | 
1 -. Et it enter. 1nto thy ſerious confederation, the ſad and peri/oxs 


Ch 
tan, 


2 
S N] 
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Wn | The Epiſtle to the Reader, -_ © FE 
doubleviito herdouble, according to ber works, in the Cup that 
ſhe hath filled fill her double, Rev. a8; ! &þ fff aw, ry M7. ; 

Where ye may read the deſiruttion and deſolution of this great City, 
Mylery.of Babylon the great, and Mother of Hailots and Abomi. 
nations of the Earth ; therefore rejozce over her thon. Heaven, and je 
holy Apoſties and 'Propbers, for God hath avenged yow of ber; for afiti 
this Fob» ſaw. a mighty Angel take up a Roneike'a Mil-Rone, add 
caſt irinto the Sea, ſaying,” Thus withi'violencehaſhhar rn 
ty Babylon be'caft down ; and ſhall be found no tttore aralt: MF 

Glory, Glory. tothe Hightſt for evermore,” ber day' of deflvittionani 
calamity and deſolation haſte#s of apace, the darkneſs ts paſt, thisghes 
vpver,and the true Light now ſhineth the Reſurreftion of TeſmsChritFihi 
Rightgons, the Bleſſed Seed, i riſing ” the hearts of People ; the Sewof 
Manis comingto br lifted upfrow thiEnrth, and will draw «ll een aftce- 
bind endif bis power ani us hl great glory is coming foreigh, ant 

rulein the bearts and conſciences of men; and the Tabernacli of thi - 

. Teſtimony i opened in Heaven, and © with men, and the Myſtery if 

Godlineſs is menifeited: in the hearts of Prople; and God is manifeſting 
ſelf in them, who bath ſaid he will dwell in Men;aud walkin thew. 

aid be is making their Bodies us Temples'; avid he it toming to rv0t oi 

and race ont of the hearts of Mun and Women, thar Mas of Swi, that'Si 

. of Perdition, that bath fitten inthe Temple of: Gold, "nnd bath beey ex 

alted above all that ts called God, and hath ſhewed bimſelf as-Gelt ; © and 
»ow the Lord tu diſcovering hins bythe Reſtrieftion of is-Powty and 


him 


Spirit in the hearts of People, which he © coming 'td pour puny all 

fieſh according to his word and promiſe © and. that ' Myſtery of Iniquity 

.” That hath wrought in « Myſtery, that Wickedneſs that hath poſſejtthi 

hearts of men and women, now the Lords Power aud Spirit ts commyts. 
caft him ont, and take hims out of the way, and throw him out, * | 
And Chrift Tefus, that everlaſting Fountain, whoſurd; Ifany man'le I 

athirft, ſet him tome untome and drink; for I atn/tome's Light in6 
to the World, which: world is i every mans heart, Atid'Whoſoevet 
believes in Chriſt Feſus, 'the Light, they (hall-not periſh, 4 have If? 

the Light of Life ++ And this Light of the Lord-Teſus Cc brift being THe 

 ſeninthe heart of every man anil myman,turning their minds thereuntl, 
it becomes their Teachty;and this is that by which the Lord itueherh il. 4 
 hjs People, whothath faid by his Prophets, They ſhalFbe aff taught of. -1 
God; Jobs 6,' Every man therefore that hath-heard-and —_ A 
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— "2. Fhb: Dai torks Rekerir . " 
Bathercomdth) unto:me, Jmib Chrift, ho v0. tharkiving Riead' 
CE: i entire ſos >} UTR"? DAT ITOTSIS CETK : 
tedekir acabe Fade} mnwhich Gedakn Boker hb eaed tha 
4 wr «Light and pro tr Sorry ane tharbalitues in, is ſcaled. 
by thereforext: ;ngood for all Praple,. not i: quench; the Spirit of. the, 
d. Jeſus, wort grieve; it; by which. they are:ſealed to the dayos 
ddemprion, E FX ZU;. bait, A 01d way twrn.1o the. 
thataiwithio thetw, acherh ws Miſter work 


EY 7 ren rgkrnſus w_ ory rs fer and #1 cl, 'I 
4 ther inward parts, "th clear. from that as Inc 


 gnuy7that hath- bervbong yea wy a; oy o_ beld then. Captive, and 
id rbews ir ſing (and:trau{grejfſian; 'and, wickedneſs. Oh that all bearts 


nd ſecret parro-wight. beclwiſed iy the. blaod:of Feſus Chrift,, andthat 
| op . wand. walk rn, the Light, abide in the: Light, as be i in the 
and here # the felawſhips #nd unity: of the .Saonts- in Li a, Jeſw 
'rbs. Rs ghttons ruling in their hearts; and who lives ix the Wuity- 
Spire of. T0; _— y:they come to have fellowſhip with the Fa«' 
| ther:and:the Son, 4.Fobx. bad;.and theſe things.he wrore.unto.them 
dhat: cheir.zay-might be; full #rd. that they : meg partake: of the 
fore iLwgbt, Life ant Spirits And-bave Unity with him whoſe. weſſagy 
4 Fliz-Ged is Light,'aridiin hin4s'00-derkbeſs at-all. And who- 
{ore ſaith he knows.God and abides.n. darkneſs, is alyar,and the 
"dear notin him, . 1. Fobx x: :; 
this bath been the Goedetay and Dattrine that hath bern ho{den- 
havenalked.in tethavſes and ſhew- 
ard they have loved the. worldgand 
leſanh,:1s ror ofthe Father; 


Had if any love;the World, thelove'of the Father. is goran him, . 


Fobn.2; + 


* And now Roadrecds buit-ca derchiwelieſe1 Won fchamorid lives. 
od after whatmanzer, and. Shi lo propla for:therr mainte-: 


, and whether tbexe ® ny ſort of people more. couetons. of the world 
they, are,and bow-they.dgaw preple from the nition of the-haly One,,. 
the. Apeſile here turned people to, and defired -thems to take heed PT 


7 and to continue and abide in;' that which they had heard from 1 the 


and no to turn to. boſe Antohriſts that were then emring; 


«0 the world : but: they were 'to- abide in the Anointing which thy had - 
"#eceived, and it wonld teach chimall things, and ut was truth and was ne 


; he, L Joba : 2.. ; 
| "S Bat:: 
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2 The: Epiftle' to! the Reader. ; 
'But thiſe Miniſters of darkpaſe, that have been in this night 4 wh.” 


ſtacy, all their indeayours have been to draw propie from the Light, and 
f0nr, dark: Stullies, and brain Divination, and ſo have deceived poor pro 
ple,and bave led thens captive at thiir mills, and @ the | fawn 
Have born rule by-their means, and the-people bavebgeen ſo blind, 
that they love to have it ſo. And thasthe' Scriptares. bave been fuls 
filled, and there bath been power given to the Beaſt; ani people generaly 
have ſaid intheir buarts, Who is able to make war withuhe Beakt4 
deemer iscomey. and theSpiric of the-Lord-igupon him, -and the | 
Lord hath anointed bim to preach good tydinge'to the meck, liberty 
tothe Captives, and the opening the\Priſon doorsto them-thar we 
bound, and+o proclaime-rhe acceptable Year of the Logd,: andihe 
day 'of Vengeance of our God, {ſs, 6x,'x, 2, ob; ho 
Oh Reader ! The time 4 ſhort, the day of the Lord will comp aa 
Thief inthe night, and allthis long: ſuffer r of the Lord that hath bees 
peſt, ts becauſe he is notwilling £ vary thoaki-peridh, but tharall , 
Nonld come 30 repentance. And'ſeeingithar all theſe things: ſhall. 
be diffolved; of oF pl omar. orpnr oh Poor ywrlyclry 
converſation'a ineſs, todking for that bleſled-hope and com 
 . ©  Ingofour LordfeſusChiift,thatall may be foundwithhimia peace, 
© Without ſpot or blemilſh, which « my defire,' 7 i ot (p17 
' "end fo read over this following Freatiſe,and weigh inthe ſerioxſutſi 
of thy heart, and confider the- Scriptures of Truth; by which thod 
Fiber: by the Lighrvf the bond Jaſmn reſt 1x. thee, | how allthe-warld. 
have been befooled, and blended, avd Oy evenat Satan will; aut 
how this Amichriſt bath rulediin the hearts of Pevple, and {ate inthi. 
' Temple of God, and bath been decked and covered overwith the Scrig- 
tures and Saints words, ſpealeny them forch with ancleanÞLpe, and from 
wiclean hearts, and" fa boveernurd the bearts of the femple ;-.but this 
fine linen, and purple;\und fear/tt, ther Babylewhbarb been decked with, 
«#2 one dayſhall be1aken fromber, Ameng: eveniſo Lord: Jeſus, come 
"quickly, - 5 iayies 54d Bogota inn, 5. Re 
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LOU h=Stone, 
fear eres 
3 GorfocrT; ryab by the Seniptores, 


Ky 6 the Prietts, Biſhops, and 
—"— \ SMdinilters, GC... 


FE hinkeT7 anger wh mutter, murour, and cons 
+: temn,.that-I ſhiauld publify is our to-rhe world, hows 
| WB I defired the Kingto beware of their Counſels ; there- 
* VS 7s | fore-I'do hereby give-them my Reaſons of the- Cauſe: 
Jdid £6,vhich Reaſons may ſatisfie-themand the whole world, . 
-they can by as or-betteFovertum them. _ | 
—_ ft place I red; fince i pleaſed the Lord to bring the- 
n jos auereatd Ri guts and - IS of the.Crown of bis An»: 


«4 


et ore edi tend os Se DE Red I 3 IS 4 


Alſo- 


 Þ 


LS 


< *, {4 '$ : 
ad it was my defire an be ſhould bellow d hs on 
good Kings of 1ſrael, - whoſe \ Way it Was nA counſe 
.or of his Prophets; "is King David enquired 
| he ſhould 'go up _— che Philiſtims ?- and ids bog ee 


Sis wher 
_  quireg oft Weres SLY; ivr FE 
bis Obs | "4 a / 
, Alſo King Ston, ahe Log ae tim. ad bid, Fs i 
 whathe wokld have; and. Solon þ 1 of the Lord an-underfiand. Wy 
_ ing heart to judge his People; mightdifcern Ge Loni 
and bad, for ſgith ke is able to judge this thy f, ogy cata People? i 
And | this Gezedy Genes oa a Solon Heh \Gh2 fio 
x Kings 3. And ng ſpake- upto OTE | 
_ 5 bernie Coors + pres £5 ng: uf bps wa 
walk in my Statmes, the_LOr : ments, 
 chyep arr Commandments ws; yd nt cr os 1 perfarms my ward, 
ang 5G thee, which I (pak? unto David:thy Father. x Kings:6; 
And Hezckiah, that good King of Fadah, when he was ſent to, 
from Sennacherib King of Aſris,' by Rebſhekab' awd othirs with 
preat hoaſt, who. came up againſt Jeruſalem, who thrextne the Kine 
*id/the whole City; as you fiiny 'rexd 2 Ringer x8.) And Houfhul 
- King'of Fudab Tent Elidkimsy and'\Shebna, aid the'iElers bf « 
Pricfs; covered with ſackcloth; 152ſaiab the Sonvf/Amiry To'the - 
ſervants'of Hezekiah came” to Iſaiab, and Haiahſaid. fie bem, 
Thu ſhall ye ſay unto your Maſter, thus ſarth the Lord ; Be not frail. of 
their words, &c, Chap. 19, Aud: accordin =the | Lord ſent can Anil 
ad cut off all-1hi min "of V aldity, "avid: : Leaders; axdubin Capitan 
of the , of Aﬀyris 4" wrt the. Linbſavedblezekiahy! ' and-rhe [nba 
ark fJertemy: Yor the bars of pig pb a Nang 


3% 
 Alfo Foftubs, "that 2564 King, mhente- heard the words of $1 
Book of the Law read; he'rent his Cloarhes;-and commanded Hil 
Kalb Prieft;' #4 feveraFof The Elders of the People, Bel 
ot and enquire of the Lid forms,” wnd-for all the : Poole «of Jud 
concerning the words F this Book.that is found. for great 45 the ""þ : 
: of F+ 
lh 
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= x © SR 2 
þ onthe y x Tap aw becanſe our Fathers have not bark; 
to. che wards of this Book, and they went and-exquired of the #7o- 
teſs, to Huldeb, as. you Miny read,:2 Kings 22! | 2.Chron; 344 
i wn fon was thepraftice. of -the four principal Kings of 1ſrael 


"Moreover I am clearly convinced, and am aſſured; that the Bi. 


ſhops as they are called, and thoſe of their Order and Coat, or in- 


"Wierd any that have.caken upon.them-that. Fun&ion of th: Clergy,, 


eſe many hundred of years, that they are: hot according unto 
Jiiſt Jeſus, vor unto his Diſciples, nor the Apoſtles, and the Saints 


"Wiathe Primitive times, but are gonequite contrary, according te 
Waker the Scriptures of Truth hold forth; gnd that in all theſe pare. 


ular heads following. : 

Firft, Their Tirles. W 

Secondly, T heir Eftate,or Cond;tion and Qualifications, 
Thirdly, Their Cab. + 

ZFourtbly, Their Dofrine and Worſhip. 


| 1; ifrbly, Their Prat;/e in matters of Controverſhie. 


FS:xthly, Their Maintenance, ..: | - 

F-Srvextbly and lafily, Their Gare and Hadi, : 
All which we ſhall prove not only not according, but quite op» 
poGce and contrary to. Chiift Jeſus his Example, and his Apoſtles 


> Wad diſciples. 


<< 


PEP 


POE Ser Highs ETC, 


| Now they being men not- only-profeſſing Chriſtianity, but alſo 
taking upon'thzm co be ARtors, Leaders, Teachers, Preachers, and 
teders of the Peoples Soules,. and thatin and with Cys 
fre can'b2 no ſoond reaſon to. the contrary, but that they ſhould 
Emen principled, fitted, ' and furniſhed, yea, and filled with the 
me Spirit a8 vas-1n the Apoſtles, whoſe words they take up 


% then codeclare , and-tommake'a Trade of, and to get their Ling: 


by; fince' they make poor' people believe, that they have' 


fouls in cure , and ſo by good words and fair (pzeches, deceive 
'the hears of the ſimple, and ſo. keep themever learning, but they 


lever come to the knowledge of the Truth. 
” Bat to proceed to the Firft, viz, Their Titles, 


* This is clear contrary to-cthe DoQrine of Chriſt ; for when the 


_—_ of Zebedees Children came-unto him concerning her two 
, that one might fit on bis qo hoets — 
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Tiſus arfwertd axd ſaid, ye know wwe what ye ah ;-avd 'when the oi 
ren heard it, rhey were moved with 107 againſt the two Bretbrey 
but Feſms called thew nxto him, and ſaid, 10 kgow that the Princes of 
Gentiles exerciſe Donenioy over them, "and: they that ave exerei 
Authority upon them, but it ſhall not be ſo among you ; Cs 
= will be great among you, let bums be your Miniſter ; and whoſoever wil 
be chief among you tet him be your ſervant, "Even as the Son of ©Min 
cam not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter ; "and to give bis Lifes 
ranſome for many; Marth. 20, ARIEL ESE 2 
Likewiſe again, when he told them, That one of thems ſhonld be. 
way him; they began to enquire among themſelves, which of themit 
was. And there was alſo a Rrife among them which of chem ſhould 
be accounted the greateſt (mark that, you great Lords) Anih 
ſaid mo them, the Kings of the Gemiiles exerciſe Lordſhip over thew, 
+. and thoſethat exerciſe Ambority on the 
Firſt, ode _—_ _— are _ Benefattors, but ye ſhall nt 
are, your i fo; but hethat ts greateſt among you ln 
rdſlL.ip, and your . -— S> 
mn LOO Chriſt him be us the Jounger, and be that i c| 
and his Ax oftles, a he that doth ſerve, &c. 
And again, when' he ſaid unto them, 
Let theſe things fink into your eares ; the Son of Man muſt be delivered 
into the hands of men, And again they hogan to reaſon among them(elves 
who ſheuld be the greateſſl, And when he (aid unto them, Bebeld 
we go up to Jeruſalem, ard the Son of "Man fhall be delivered nntothe 
chief Prieſts, and unts the Scribes, and they ſhall condemn him todeath! 
Even then did Fawes and John come todefire to fit, one on bis right 
band, and the other on his left : But Jeſus again reproved them fot 
-ic, and ſaid unto them, Te know that they that are accounted torule 
over the Gemiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over them, and thery great onerex+ 
erciſe «Authority upon them ; but it ſhall not be ſo with you, &c. Mw. 
130, Nay, he ſaid unto his Diſciples, Be not ye called Rabbs, for me 
& your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren. Neither be ye cabs 
led MaFters, but he that ts greateſt among you, let him be your ſervant 
and whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be «baſed ; and he that bumble 
himſelf, ſhall be exalted, Ma. 2 3.” ES [2208 
- - And] do not find tharthe Apoſtles, either Timothy of Titm, 
who were Biſhops indeed, were ever extted Lord-Biſheps 3 bur the- 
Apoſtle, when be writes to-the Zbheſaloniuns, faith, Wherefore when 
we could no longer forbear,we thought it good to be left at Athens ny 
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"Here the ApolegivespurteR judgeweat agxilt the refpeRing 


ay 


5A F--” BR | 
FR ; ſemt Timotheus any Brother ,and Manifter of God 3 and F ellaw- La- 
wrers i” the Goſpel of Chriſt, to_eftabliſh: you aud to comfort: you con- 
Wiring your Faich.., This was the Ticle.that the Apoſtle gave them, 
mich vas not,  Owr-Reverend Faber in God, Lord Biſhop, Bic, 
And the Apoſle when he writes. unto Timothy, calls him, His 
Gor 1» the Farth, 1 Tim. 1. And whey he exhorts him, he ſaith, If 
thas put the Bratbren in remembrance of. theſe things, thow ſhalt be 4 
pe wunifter of \Jaſr6s Ghrift, newrſhed up in the word of F att h, and fo 


Bus Poitrive whorennto thou baſt attained," Chap. 4. Andin his ſe- 


od Epiſile that he writes to Tigworby he calieth him, Hz dearly 
Kaved Sor:; and that he greatly defires to ſee him ..; and he ſaith, 
Thew wy Son, br flireng un; the grace that ts in Chriſt Teſw: And he 
Ids him exdure herwarſp 4 gedd Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. 20 
And when he wiices to Tir, he ſaith, To Timmy mine own Sou af- 
ur the common Faith ; for this cauſe left 1 thee at Creet, that thou 

oldeſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, Tit, 1, And again 
ke ſaith co Tomothy, Let no man deſpiſe thy youth, but be thog an Ex- 
ple of the Believers, in ward, enconverſation, in charity, in ſpirit, un 

wh, 11 purity. Toll I come, gove attendance.to reading, and taexhor- 
tation. Neglett net the gift thai #6 1n thee,which was groen thee by pro- 


ſe, with whe lejing 6# of thy hands of the. Prehyory, & Tim. gs 
.1UC 


would knoiv which of the Biſhops bath received ſuch 8 Gift as 
this 7 and whether by-making procf of - this Gift of Propheſie that 
igin them, they have attained ta theſe Titles of Lord-Byhops, and 
Reverend Fathers in God? But fince we find the Scriptures ſo much 
contrary to theſe Titles,. it muſt needs follow that they have-re- 
ceived their Titles from men, Bur 7 :mothy and Titims were made 
Overſeers of the Chusch of God by the Holy Ghoſt (but no Lord- 
diſbeps)- and Co was the Apoltte Pawd,. and the other Apoliles, 
«And Fam the Apolle'ſpeaks, expreſly, My Brethren, bave. not 
the:F4irb of aur Lord FeſwaChrift, the Lord of- glory, with reſpeit of 
Ki ſons : Far if there com 1nte your afſembly.a man with a gold Ring or 
nedly Apparrel, and there come alſo. s poor man in vile Rayment, and ye 
ive reſpett to him that weartth the gay Cloatbing, and not to him'that 
#Poor 5 Are ye rut peril in nemr ſelves, Ec, Bn if je have reſpedt 
der ſantgye colmwiis ſis;and are cepvinced of the Law as tranſgreſſonrs, 
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- ef mens perſons, which moſt men'do, becauſe of advantage; bu 
. + with Chin Jeſus and Nis holy Apoſtles, 'yot ſee itwavnor: ſo;amd 
therefore thoſe that take'upon them the 'nime of the Miniſter of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhould follow their exaniptes,and not goquire 
contraty. And this I look tpon' to be ſufficient fog the proof of the 
fiſt head, which is their Toles. © IH 2. Te” 

The Second is their Qualifications," State and Condition, 14 pdt 
Firft, Chriſt Jeſus (aid'to thoſe he preached unto, "Come wntome 
all Je that labour and are heavy laden, and I will givr-you reſt : take my 
Joak uo». you, lrarn of me, for I ans meek and lowly in heant, Mat, n1, 
This is Contrary to highneſs and haughtiveſs, And wher-he preach. 
ed his firft Sermon in the Mountain, and his: Diſciples cameunts 
him, He opened his month, and taught them, ſaying,” Bleſſed are thy 
poor in Spirit : Bleſſed are they that Monru' > Blifed are the Math, 
a$ you may read, at. yg. | I*+ 4 6 1 
And likewiſe when he ſent forth his Diſciples, he ſaid, Bebo 
1 ſend you as Lambs inthe middeſt of Wolves ; be je therefore wiſe 
Serpents, but harmleſs as Doves, Mat. x0, And when he had en: 
out the ſeventy, by two and by two, he ſaid unto them, Go gout 
wajes, behold I ſend you forth as Lambs among Wolves, Luke 10,-Thig 
was one Quality of thoſe that Chriſt ſent torth, they were Heck 
they were Harmleſs. Ko 
Secondly, They were ſuch as were to go into Sufferings, ag he ſaid 
nnto them in the next verſe ; Beware of. men, for they-will deliver yu 
wp tothe (ounſels, and they will ſcourge you in their Synagogues ; and 
Je ſhall be brought before Governowrs ard Kings, for my Names ſake, 
far a Teftimony againſt them and the Gentiles,and yt ſhall be bated of al 
wen for my Names ſakes, Mat. 10, Mark 13, 9. Sv 
And when Peter rebuked his Maſter, when 
"- Secondly, Their Qua- he told them that he was to go'to- Feruſalew 
Hyications, contra: y to * to ſuffer'; : He-tarnel, and [aid #xto Peter, 
Clmrzit and his Apoſtles ' Get rhre behind we Satan, 8c.” Then ſaid Jo 
yang as AB Meeks Ek wnto by Deepen Tf any man will come fs 

Suffering and taking »Þ ter me, let bins tny himſelf, : and taky up bs 

the Craſs. 3 Love: and* Croſs, and follow-mey Man. 36 And when be 

Ehmrriyne all mens ©. yo them that rbb3i6ow\ ifou Has imuſt ſuf Nt - 

4... many things, and be rejetted of the Eldirs;all 

Chief Priefis, and Scribis, and br Jarny nil raiſtchezay the thirddey; N * 
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wed br ſ.4d wnto them all; If any man will come after me, let bins deny 
| binoſelf, and take np his Croſs daily and follow me, Luke 9.” Mark: 8. 
> And according to this the Apotiles of Chriſt went throughmany 
uite W + hardſhips and ſufferings, as may be read at large. throughout the 
the W  Bo>k of the «At. | 

WH - And the Apoſile Pau! ſaith to the Cormrbians, And I brethren, 
"i W when [ came to you, came not with excellency of ſpeech, or wiſdome, de- 
”e © glaring unto you the Myſtery of God; for 1 determined not to know any 
'm i thing among you, feve Feſus Chrift and him Crucifud + and I was with 
- you 1 weakneſs and fear, and 1n much trembling ; For Chriſt ſent me 
'* wot to Baptiz8 but to Preach the Geof} pel; not with wiſdom of words, leaſt 
the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be made of none cffeit; for the preaching of the 
$ Croſs i6,to thews that periſh, fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. t, and Chap. 2. 

'-- Ic is many ages fince choſe that took upon them the Preaching 
- that which they have called che Goſpel, were in this Rate.and con= 


” dicion;for the Croſs of Chriſt which is the Power of God, which 
ea © makes co tremble, as the Apoſtles did, hath been an offence unto 
ent FF them, and.is mocked and ſcoffed at by them, to this day. 
out ©-Tb:rdly, They were alſo ſuch agwere to live in Love;and of this 


Chriſt himſelf gave them an example, when he took-a Towel, and 
" girded himſelf, and poured water into 2 Baſon, and began to waſh 
- Þ the Diſciples feer, and ſaid, -Ye call me Lord and Maſter, and ye fay 
ad WY well, for ſo 1 am : if 1 then your Lord and Maſten bave waſhed your 
UN E Feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one anothers feet, And a new Command- 
ml i ment ] give uno you, that ye love one another as I bave loved you ; for 1 
tn - bave gruen you an example, that ye ſhould do as I have done to you : By 
al this (hall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye lave one another, 
| + John 13. and Chap. 1F. 
And the Apoflle ſaith, when he wrote to the Theſſalontans ; but as 
"rouching brotherly love, ye need not that I write unto you , for ye your 
ſelves ar e taught of God to love one another;and indeed ye do it __=—_ 
all the Brethren, But we beſeech you, that ye increaſe more and"more, © 

1 Thel, 4. 

: And þ Apoſtle folin faith, Hethat ſaith be # in the Light and 
* bateth bis Brother, is in darkneſs - He that loveth his brother abideth 
- = the Light, x Joan 2. And: avain he ſaith, Thi 1s the Meſſage 
that yebave beard from ——_ that we love one another - not as 
*£ain that ſlew his brother, and wharefore flew he bins? becanſe his own 
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works were evil, and bis brothers righteon. But we kyow that we hav 
paſſed from death tolife, becauſe we love the lrnbren, He that loveth 
wot bus brother ,abideth in death : whoſorver bateth his brot ber 55 @ muy. 
derer ; and ye know that #0 murtberer bath eternal Life abiding in bim, 
Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he hath laid down his Life 
for 1s : We ought alſoto lay down owr lives for the Brethren, Chap. 3. 

And ſo thig is contrary to what bath been the practiſe of thoſe 
that have taken upon them the funQtion of the Minifters of Chiift, 
for-many hundreds of years ; for though ebey have profeſed Chrift 
and Chrikianicy, yet they have been killing, and laying, and mur. 
dering one another, as many examples might be inftanced in avg 
paſt. Thoſe that call themiclves Papiſts, andthoſe rhat call them. 
ſelves Proteſtants, one killing, and flaying,and murdering another, | 
and yet all profefling and confefſing thenſetves to be Chiriftians, 
and would profeſs the: Scriptures, Chriſt and the Apofiles words; , 
and in doing thus one to another, they have thought they have done 
God good ſervice ; and ſo have fulfilled Chrift's words, who ſaith, K- 
Yea the time cometh, that whoſoever k&ileth you, wil chink that he doth 
God good ſervice : and theſe things will they do, becanſe they have not 
known the Father and me, John x6, And this may ſuffice for the 
ſecond kead, which is their Qualifications, | 

+ The third is their Cat, p | 
"For | Jeſus when: he- came and ſpake unto his Diſciples, he ſaid 
un'o them, «All power is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth; gon 
therefore ard teach all Nations, bapuzing them 1n the Name of the Fas 
ther, and of the Sen, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teacking then to obſerve 
all things whatſoever I commanded you, and los 1 am with you alwayzs, 
ever tothe end of the world, Mat. 28, And he ſaid untothem, Go ye 
8xto all the world, aud preacch unto every creaturegbe that believath ſhall 
be ſaved, and he that believeth nat ſhall be danomed, And again he ſaith, 
B.hold, 1 ſend the promuſe of my Father upon you ; but tarry ye un the 
City of Fernſalems, till ye he endued with 
Mindy, Their Gon: Power from on high ; and he blefſed them, 
Þof wh > Rn be Ie and they wor ſhipp bin, and they returned 
cial command andrevelaj- #9 F#*«falens, Luke 26, Which 1s rehear- 
-on-in Chriſt Jeſus, Theirs- ſed again inthe firſt of ithe As, and 
af men and from men, = Ffulfiljed in the: ſecond Chapter, and the 


Spirit was poured upon them MEE | 
h a 
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| pd there were ſome then that mocked and faid', Theſe wrp 
 a#fulof new Wine; but Peter food wp with thi eleven,aul ſaid, Theſe 
'* men are 108 drunken as ye ſuppoſe ; but this ir that which wat ſpoken of 
- bythe Prophet Joel, 1t ſhall come to paſs inthe laſt days, faith the Lord, 
| Ini pour ont of my Spirit upon all fleſh ; and your Sons and Daughters 
ſpa mngee ; ny whoſoever ſhall call #pon the name of the Lord in that 
| : 647, ſhall aAVehs | 
[ er hol y Spirit the Apoſtles received, when they were met to- 
_ gether;alſo Pau/thz Apotile, who was made an Apoſtite after them, 
| he alſo was leparated- for that work by the holy Ghoft ; for as the 
Apoltles were met togeth:r with the Church at Antioch, as they © 


minittred to the Lord and faſted; the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereumo 1 have called them: So 
they being ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed, &c, Alt. 13. 
-- And to the Apoſtle writes bimſelf,when he wrote to the Komans. 
| Pavl a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, called to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated nntothe 
. Goſpel of God, And again, when he wrote to the Ga/atians, he wrote 
| thus; Paul an Apoſtle, not of men, neither by man, but by Feſus Chriſt, 
Bl and God the Father, who raiſed him from the dead, and all the Brethren 
which are with me, wato the Churches of Galatia, And he ſaith fur 
ther ; I certifie you brethren, that the Goſpel which was preached of me, 
i not efter man; for I neither received it of man, neither was I tau 
' it, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : But when it pleaſed God who 
ſeparated me from my mothers womb, and called me by bis grace, to re- 
veal bis Son 112 mee, that I might preach him among the Heathen; inve 
wediarely, 1 conferred: not with fleſh and blood, Gal. r, And again, 
when he wrote to the Epheſians, when he was a Priſoner of Jeſus 
ChriR, he wrote thus to the Genriles ; Ne have heard of the diſpenſa- 
' tion of the grace of the Goſpel of God, which is given me to youm ward ; 
"bow that by Revelation be made known nnto me 3 Myſtery, as 1 wrote 
unto you tx a few words ; which in othey Ages was not made known unto 
the Sons of morn, as 1t is now revealed unto bus holy Apoſtles and Prophets 
by the Sperit, Epheſ. 3. | 
I do not know, neither have T heard, that the Miniſters, and 
ſuch as take upon them to teach People, neither thoſe that are their 
| Loxds, Bifhops, and Arch-Biſhops; that they have had their Calls 
wer this Order 5 for there have been other wayes and meanes 
uſed for many hundred of 'years together ; as Schootes, _ Col- 
+ | ages 
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ledges, and Univerſities, and Nurſeries of Learning, which they: 
call their- Mothers, With a heap of Stuffe, which are better known: 


by them that exerciſe themſelves in them; than the Revelationof: H. 


Jeſus Chriſt is : and the Miniſters they make are by men; and of 
men, and they-will have them Fitted and Qcdained according to. 
their Wayes and Orders. But if any one have received the Reve.. 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt and his Holy Spirit, 1f any ſuch have a Word. 
| toſpeak from the Lord, they mui not be received nor admirred;. 
this is not according to their Order ; this they call an Herefie, and 
a Se; any that ſpeak, and meet. together, and Worſhip the Lord 
God icthis Spirit, and in bis Truth, tuch are taken notice of, and 
| \t under the Whip, and the Scourge, and are apprehended 
and caſt ipto Priſon, if they do but. pretend the Teachings and 
Leadings of the Spirit of God ; and if they have not freedom in 
their ſpirics to pay them Tythes, or to maintain their Steeple- 
| houſes, preſently they are brought into: the Biſhops Court, andif 
they cannot for Conſcience-ſake ſwear, and take an Oath, then 
prefently they are caſt into Priſon;But of this more hereafter. And 
thus it is truly manifeſted, that the order of their Calling is not 
according unto Chriſt, nor his Apoſiles ; for Chii ſaith expreſly; 
All things are delivered unto me of my Father , and no-man knoweth the 
Son but the Father, netther knoweth any man the Father ſave the Son, 
and be to whom the Sonrevealeth biym, Mat, 11. - q 
And again ChriR ſaith, Ic 5s written in the Prophets, They ſhall bu 
all tawght of God ; every man therefore that hath heard and learned of 
the Father, cometh unto me : not that any man hath ſeen the Fathers 
ſave he that is of God, he hath ſeenthe Father, John 6, This maybe _ 
ſufficient to prove the Third head, which is their Cal, which is 
contrary to the Apoſtles. 
The fourth their Worſhip and the manner of it, + 
And firſt for the Worſhip ut ſelf, Chriſt when he ſpake to the wo- _ 
man of Samara, and ſhe told him, That their Fathers worſhippedin 
that Mountain of Samaria : Feſues ſaith unto her, Woman believe mey 
 #he hour cometh when ye ſhall neuther in this Mountain, nar yet at Je- 
| |  ruſalem worſhip the Father ; but the bour cometh 
The true Worſhip it and now 1s, when the true Worſhippers ſhall wore 
Jelf iſcovered. ſhip the Father in Spirit and in Toath ; for the 
EASE Soles Paher ſecketh ſuch to worſhip hins, God t a Spi* 
a rift) 
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"Op tis worſtn bimymf Fe bem be Spirit at uy Truth; 
4. Andto tie purpoſe.did.Jetus Ipetk ta Nechodenms, when 
e tae.unto him by. night, {wg heſgid unto .bim, ./erily, verry 
gy wnto theey 06 oi; 6s born again the cannot fee. the Kingdom of 
{ Atvyhick{words mw wondied ; i bur Jelusapivered, 
N w prtny fg wr and the'$ Spirit, be eaunet-enter-1nto 2 
wedont of Ged.... That which. ts. horw-df the(Fleſhy ts Poſh, and that 
hcl #:horn of ! by Spies Spirit :Marvel no T ſgid untothee, ye 
Wha borgcagare;\ the wh lepwhathes {5 pays &c.: John-3. 
F F ſnd:ro ro th pupoks mths, e. man. Ame; was: John, ſent f 
bear witwe/s eſws the. rug x yy all men through hins 
| reg He was nat that Light, but was {ent 'to-brar wineſs of . 
ba Fehr which 1 Life true Li Fo thet lighteth- every man that com- 
gnto the world. Hy; wat iy the world, ery the world. was made by 
im: which were. fas not £45,he. nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
P o_ but of God; Fobn; tare witneſs of hins and erged, ſayings 
he.of whom1 {as | : bechar cometh after me 4. anfened yl 
Tm and of bus fullneſs nebevr al recerved grace for grace : 
wide rerd ar large, Jebn 24. 


Rnd co. ring People, rbinT aha 2nd Spirit of the Laxd *ohin 
did Chzift Jeſus, and nll. big boly Apoſtles endeavour, by 
Wrong ..Thexefore a Fo eſus oo unto pre pe 


4 
.F FR2-Y Their IWor- 
" ſhips contraty to Chriſts 
" A inde example, andallhis A- 
Hogns: - poſeles 1; InFreaching: 
+ Reth ' es | ! 2,110 Dratinh- ahein binge 
ig my but.09.h 198 wa ; hop ing. - 
Light + into the world, that be/ Dh belie- 
þ 4n 194 ſhould not abide inderkeda And,if any man bear. 7 Ke 
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and believt not, 1 judge bin'not'* for "1 tient Dern 5 LOTION Wrets? 
but to ſave the werid, Hy that Ls me;! and fax hy 0 4 
words, bath one that jndgerh bins, the Hord that T have ſpokes ſha 
judge him ar-rhe-defÞday+* and{o-on,” | 8 EET , 
And Chriſt told the: Pharifeesy Thar ot Col in 


. The King om of God come 
not by obſervarion ; But the Kingdom of (God ivaS9etbin Hhens, Aud 
when he ſent forth his Diſciples, he ſaith; "#5 7 go,'preath, ſaying 
The Kingdom of God i ar hand, Mat." 10, Alſo when be fent our the 
ſeventy; tie ſaid; Hrat vbi fick that are rhri### * and (ay; The King 
of God's wigh wats jolly Luket0!'b,* AndWve alfofe4by the BpidieeM: 
of the Apoitlesz which ate fefrupods record, after whit manera 
- Do&rine, and exbomacion they ſpake unto the People ; x8 the Apes 


io thar; which\ech'been#lready mencivntd ihthe tR,"2%i24; ah; 
| | %\ \& % 1 CRUEL LOSE WEETS LIL bn 
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A*.\Clnputs: of: Jolec: <> 10 ie vans 5h anon | 
© Ao: the Apottie Pere, inhis Rt Epilite, ſaith; Firwei 
not followed running teorſed Fables, when we wait Known uno youth 
towing of our Lord Teſus Chriſt ;- but "wt are Eye-witneſſes of his Me 
jeſty : Fir be recerved from God the. Fathtr, honour, '\and glory; whek 
there came ſuch a voices bins; from the exeelieit' glory; flying ;'Thi 

& my beloved Sow, 1 whow'l1 km ll plenſell.” Arti this voree hi 
cane fram heaven we heard, when we were with him 51 the boly Mouit\f® 
We have alſo « wore ſure Word of Propbeſic, wherennts ze do well thy wil 
take berd, aunts Drghr that ſhrntth rus dark place ; until. the Day! 
dnwn, ard: thr Day. ftiir ariſe in jour Mart], Here the ApoRite dives 
them toa more fure Words, thin thet'which was heard in the MountyW® 
which came from the Exceltent Glory, which they taking heedun-W" 
to , Might have the day to dawn; atd the day-ftar to arite in thar® 
meh RE Ae neon RE es 5 alſo he faith, Kiwi 
#7 this firſt; that ne Prophifir of the Scvige arts is ' trivate In: 
ates, 2Petr. 1, How ts it then Be it is 4 ley ivare; that 
none truſt interpret.ic bit Learned men, ſuch as have bgen at Ou 
. ford or Cambridge, But the Apotle ſaith, That rhe Propbeſic tam} 
inold trmee by the will of mux,but holy me» of God fpakg a they were' me} 
ved by rhe rely Ohbift.: wp en ent riley Ms // 
and Oxford will hardly vive 4 right Titerpretition” of thar wh 
the holy Ghoſt bath ſpoken forth, OT 
- But when the Apoſtle wrote ro Trawrby, who was # Biſhop, x 
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= cet mg by the bly Goſh, ip him he ſaich, Contiane thay © 
wit Wo” wngs which thou haſt learned, andibaſt been aſſuredof, knowtng | 
49 ww thou haſt learned them; and; that from « Child thos baſt knows 
> holy Scriptures, which are able te wake thee wiſe unto Salydion, 
1211 ws farth in-C brit Feſaus our Tamothy did not go-to Cambridge 
> We2>ford,. nor no ſuch place , to. learn what he bad done (rom 8 
And ftd:. Af Scriprare ( faith be ) given ſy inſpiration of God ; and © 
> by whtable for Dottrune, for Re oof, for ,orrelton, for 1 uſiruftion, 
" bt che mann of God may be ptrfebted, \thraughly furniſhed unto all good 
LT 4TiInG py bg he} wot 305 Fey : 
4, MoAnd when: Peter ſpeaketh of his beloved Brather Pax!, and of bis 
ep Mipittles which he had written, and what he ſpake ; Sowe things, he 
ins Bil, are hard to be nndertFood, which they that are wnlear ned and nn- 
cs Bd? 27 eff,as they do alfo the other Soreptures unto their awn deſiruStie. - 
ana Wz2 Per. 3.Sothey that bave nat the Iloſpiration of the Almighty, 
8d motion'of the Spitit of the Lord Gad, the ſame that gave forth 
4. We Scripruces, vhen they come to Incerpret them, and give mean- 
WE co-them being unlearned therein, they. juſt wceſt them to their 
1, Mw deftruRion, and therefore they do not profit the People at all: 
Pi The e be they who ſeparate themſelves ; min that are [enſual,not having 
Diets Jaderay. 1 rn 4: 
FAiſo the Apoſtle' Pani, when he was ſent forth to Preach the 
Dbſpel of Chrit,the voice thar.ſpake unto-bim, when be was truck 
bn unto che þ 90 _ —_—_ of wel rw agg _— 
We fend -mpon thy feet, far I bave appornedthee for this parpeſe ; to 
& io ee jug ror ani'a Witneſs; -hotb of theſe things theu haſt ſeen, 
ar; Ward of thoſe things in the which hall 'appeer unio thee ; delrvering thee 
Na On ey _ £ 
offi ihe People and from the Gemtiles, wnto whom now I ſend thee; to 
aiefets their eyes, and ro twrn them from darkneſs ta light, and from the 
Wer of Satan wnto God, As 26; | : 
PAnd according-to this; the: Apoſile confefled;himſelf, when be 
urfflitore tobe Reman: ; 1 ans 8 debtor both 16:the Greeks and te the Bars 
hviars, both to the wiſe and the unwiſe ; ſo mach a5 in me is | amrea- 
to preech the Goſpel to you that are at Romealſe: For 1 ans wt aſhamed 
wilifthe Goſpel of Chriſt, for it « the Power of God wnto Salvation, to eue- 
If ore that believerbs ; torke Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek: for there- 
es rhe Righteouſneſs of God(ravedled from faith to faith ; avdihe 
Yb of God 6 revealed againſt a ard unrighteouſneſs of 
+16 : 2 men : 
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N09 © Wen; beewiſe that which dy be: lgfown'df Gol, "id wanifefrilis vim 
. © for God hath Oded nls how - And thus EA gettReg nt | 
horging and teaching the Romans, inthe 1ft, and 24, \Chapcers, ang 
reHMEth them, That God mill Fender to-evtry man uccording to bis deeds; 
to then who by parttvce'continnegs; well domigy, ſerk\for- glory;. and by. 
nor; and immortality; and tittuatlife 5 but auto chem thatare' cons 
rioxs, and do not obey the Tyurh, bat boy nnright vonſnefs ; indignation 
and wrath, For, ſaith lie, theye is noreſpeft of perſons with God, for ni 
mapy a5 have ſinved wit hot the Law, ſhall periſo without the Law : and 
45 many 44 have ſinned in the Law, (hall be judged by the, Law, for un 
= wry of the Laws are juſt before Gol; bar khe dere fb Law ſhall 
8 juſtified, 8c, (17 254; + # 1 «ff mg 
the 10" of the Romans, where he is ſpeaking of his hearty: 
defire and prayer to God for [ſrael;he rets them, That Chrift 4 the 
end of the Law to everyone that belicueth. For (ſaith he) rhe righ, 
tnſneſs of Faith ſprakgth on this wiſe 3* Say not in thyheart, who ſhaf 
aſcend into heaven, that u to bring Chriſt down from/above, or whoſhdl 
deſcend imo the deep, that is to bring Chriſt up again from the dead ? but 
what ſaith it ? The Word # mgh thee,” even in thy month andinthy 
beavt, that is, the Word of Faith which-we preach. + OY 
And when he wrote to the Hebrews, he rehearſeth the New Co. 
venant; that the'Prophers,” [ſazab and "Jeremiah 'had-prophetiedof, 
. andſaith, This is the Covenant that I will make with them, after thoſe 
dayes, ſaith the Lord , 1 will put my. Lawi into thaw hearts, andin 
their miudi'will I write them, Heb; 10, Theſe withmany.more pla- 
ces 'of Scripture tnighr be inflanced'of the Apottles,:. how. they gi- 
viſtred borh-i Pttiching and Writing, 
And in the firſt Epiſtle of Fobs, -he ſaith; That which was fro 
the beginning, which me have hoard, which we have ſeen with our ets, 
&nd our Fa, have handled the word of Life ; This we declare nnto yum, 
that ye may PavifIDODy withwu'; and'tre(y our fellewſhip.1s with the 
Father, ant with'his Son FeſWChrith,. Here was a tight Miniſter of 
God, that would hive had thoſe he wrote toto have been in felloy- 
hip with him ; who was'in fellowſhip with the Father and with 
the Son 2 and therefore he ſaith unto them.,, Tbeſe things [ write 
unto you, that your joy may befwit'” Ti his then 15 the meſſage which we 
have Beard from him, nndtclared ante you'; that God. 3s light, and 
bim if no darkneſ# at all, "If we ſay we "have fellowſhip with mw 


i” TY 


EDO SLEEDTELESTTT I1F7 4 


 welk in da#knefs, wi Lye," and do'ner the truth ; "but 'if wt walk in the 
” Bight as be # in the Light, we bave fellowſhip one with another, and the 


” blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis Son, cleanſeth from all ſin. And again the 
' ſame Apoltle ſaith, ' 1 'vew (ommuniment 1 wyite unto you, which 
” Light-now ſhingth.”' Let that therefore abide inyou which ye have heard 


from the beginning » If "that which ye have heard from the beginning 


' ſhall abide'is you, ye ſhatl alſo contiane inthe Son, and mie Father, 
” Theſe things have 1 written #nto you concerning them thar ſeduce you; 
' twrthe Anoning which ye baverecerved of him, abideth 1n10#:;-ant ye 
'> weed mot that any man trach ym, but as the ſame Anointing teacheth 508 

. of all rhings ; and # the truth, and ts no lye ; even as he hath taught you 
= Je ſhall abrde'in him : for ye have an unition from -the holy one, and ye 


know all things, x John 2. 


|: Here is ſound, firm, and wholſome Teaching, that-theſe holy 
” menof God taught” thoſe that * they. taught, but contrary*fo their 
«teaching, have Inventions and Teachings of men, beenfor many 
Ages and Generations in this dark Night of Apoſtacy ; in which 


the pure, and holy, and glorious Church of Chrift, hath been gone 


- into the Wilderneſs, where ſhe bath had a place appointed her of 


God, untyul the Oae thouſand' two handred and threeſcore dayes 
were accompliſhed, which Fab» ſaw, Rev. 22, But now ſhe is com- 


4 ing forth again, glory to the Higheſt for ever : And the Man-child, 
'- which hath been caught.up to God, and co his Throne,is coming to 


Rule all Nations ; and/now are theſe Miniſters of darkneſs, which 


© have miniſtred in the night,coming to be ſeen,now that the day ap- 


pears. For God that hath: commanded Light to'(ſhine our of dark- 
neſs, hath'ſhined in our hearts, and hath given us the Light of the 
knowledge of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Son of 
Righteouſneſs; by which'we ſee and comprehend them all. . Soto 
proceed to the particulazs. « ; | 
The firſt thing that I except againſt-in matter and form of their 
Worſhip: Viz. All ſorts of Preachers ahd Teachers that are out 
. of Chriſt and his Apoſtles Spirit, DoRrine-and Rule, is the taking 
a part or portion of Scripture for a Text, and adding thereto theix 
own Inventions, which they ſtudy out of their own brain, and alſo 
bringing other Authors, who have done the like; many of them 


- not Chuiſtians bur Heathens ; and thus make an Image and fet up, 


and 


_—_— 


—— amdcceive poor peoples ſouls, and keep themeverleuting,” but 


Never come to the knowledge of the. Truth ; and are more igng. 
xant.of God than many Heathens that never profeſſed. Chriſt, nox 
abe Scriptures; and ſo itis ordinary with them to bring the Heg, 
tbenswwords.in thatWhich hey propre for them, andſtir them-up, 
and ibis is Quite contrary-to'Chiik and the Apoſtles pigRtice. . - .. 
It is true, Chrifi took the Book when it was delivered unto him, 
and be opened and lookt-upon.it, and found a place where it wag 
wiitten in iſaiab 61.1. T be Spirit of the Lord 1s upon me, becauſe be 
hath. anoznted, me to preach the Gaſp:hto the poor , be hath” ſent. me to 
real the broken bearted ,. to preach deliverance to the Captiues, and re. 
covering of fight ve the blind, and ſet at {iberty them that are brmiſed to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord : and be claſed the Book, ard 
gave it again tothe Miniſter, and ſate down; and he began to ſay un. 
tothew, Thirnday 15 this Seripture fulfilled mm your ears * And all 
bear hom witneſs, and wondred at the gracrons words that proceeded out 
of his month. '« And they ſaid, 1s not this Foſephs Son ? Luke 4. 
Now: this -was he that the Prophet /ſa:ab propheſied of, and 
therefore when he began to preach, he turned to this Scripture; 


" To let them: ſce that this Propheke was fulfilled, and ſo cloted the 


Book. .But when be preached among'them, ant taught, as ye may 
read through all the Evangelifis;. as facft, in Afar.'5. andin Luke. 
6. He opened unto them the Law, and alſo told them, That wheſo- 
ever did break one of the leaft Commandments, ſhould be- called. leaſt in 
the Kingdem;: 'And taught the Diiciples, faying, 'Let your Laght ſo 
ſhine before men;that they may ſee your good works, and plorifieyonr. F as 
ther which is in biaven; "Think, not (that \I conve to deſtroy the Law, or 
the Prophets ; 1-am not come to deſtroy but to fulfill, For' verily I ſay 
Wyto you till heaven and earth paſs, one j0:, or one tutle, ſhall in nowiſe 
paſs from the Law till all be fulfilled.” For | { ſay nne' you, except your. 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſne(s of tht/ Seribes and'Phariſces, 
ye (hull in no caſe emer tmto the Kingdom of God; This was the man- 
ner of his preaching and teaching : Andſo he goes on, and opens 
unto thetn the Laiv ; and tells them1t had been ſaid ſo in the old 
time ;:Ye-bave heard it b 1h been ſaid in the old time,thou ſhaft not for- 
ſwearthy felf : | But { ſay unto you, ſwear not at all, Ard it hath been 
ſaid unto you in the old trme, An"ee for aw je. and a tooth for a 
zacth - twr 1 ſay wnio yemrepſt not eu, He that ſmutes thee onthe on” 

| cheek, 
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' obork,.twrnthrorhir, And thus he goes on in opening of 'the-Eviv;, 
ef which he was to fulfill every jor and tittle,; and-alſo openivg un-- 


.. to.them the Mylicies of- the Goſpel, which is'Love even to tne- 
. -micsz-and-which rhe Apoltle ſaith, is che fulfilling of the whole Law, 
 Andhe cold-them, ther fo rthey na 4 be the Children of theiy Pather. 
' 'whych 123% heaven ; for he maketh is Swn to viſt on the toil and{ on. 
"the good; and ſends Ran on the juſt, and on the nnjuſt, Be 50 there= 
fore perfet, as your heavenly Father s5-perfett, - 1 
'. Here is the Lap Miniſtry indeed, of the true Circumcifion,, 
_ winch makes the true::Jew-indecd inward , which circuniciſeth 
- the hemewith-his holy Spirir. - !The-ApoRile ſzirh, Nyw 7 ſey#nts 
' . you, that Jeſus Chriſt was a Munſter of the Circumciſion, for the truth 
ef God;, ro confirm the Promiſes wnts Abraham: and that the Gentiles 
wright gloriſy God for bis mercy, and forthe bleſſing of Abraham may bs 
- upon all, Fews and Genes © Allthas ar# 1n the Faith J are bleſſed with - 
. faithful Abrabaw., Andithis is be of Whom the Apoſite to the He- 
- . brews (aithy We bave ſuch an High Prieſt; who is ſet on the right hand of 
the Throne of the Majeſty in Heaven : a Mimſter of the Sanftuary,and. 
ef the trueT abernacle, which the Lord bath priched, and not man, Heb. 8. 
» And as he was « Miniſter ob the/ſame Sanctuary which God hath: 
\ pitched, ſo alſo were his Apoliles, they preached by his holy Spirit. 
. | For as God 15 true ( ſaith Pani the Apoſtle) ſo owr-word tayon-wards: 
W443 not yea, and nay ; for the Son of God, Jeſus Chriſt, who was preach. 
«4 among you by us, even by we, and Syluanns, and Temotheus, was not 
yea, and nay; but mbim-was yea : for all the Promiſesof God, are-1n 
b:1m Tea, and in bim, Amen; 2 Cor. 1, 
And by this Spirit and Power of the Lord Jefus, did Steven, who 
was full of Faith and Power, do great wonders and miracles among. 
the People ;zand when the falſe witnefſes came to accuſe him before 
the bigh Prieftzand thoſe that ſace in Council;looking ftedfaſtty on 
' him; 1awv-his face as it had been'the face of an Angel ; Then ſaid rhe 
bigh Prieft, Are theſe things ſo? Ani br ſaid, Men, Brethren, and 
Fathers, hrarkes : And be began ut Abrabaw, and he opened unto 
them the Royal and Holy Seed, throughout the Scriptures, until he 
came to Chriſt Jeſus, whom he ſaid- they had crucified and flain. 
And he ſaid, Te ftiff-necked, and_wncircunec;ſtd in beart and ears, ye 
do alwayes refiſt the boly Ghoſt 3 at your Fathers did, ſo doye + Which- 
, of the Prophets bave not your Fathers Porſecnted } and they bave _ 
thens- 
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ihem which ſhewtd before of the coming, of the Fufi One of mhom yt have 
been pou oof a and murderers., When they heard theſe thin ge, 
they were cut to the heart, and guaſhed on him with their teetb: :'burihe 
being full of the holy Ghoſ, lookgd ftedfaſtly 1htohraven;and ifaw rhe. , 

" Slaryof God; aud beſaid, Behold, I ſes beaven open, and the Sou of man 
and ftopt their ears, and ran npon him, and caſt biys out of the City; and: 
'floned [os and they ſtoned Steven, calling wpan Ged ,and:ſaying, Lord 
Sr ia hors $5. bo; ULIEM Doing =D) of mel, 
Alſo Paw, when, he came'to Antioch; and: went into the Synt« 


* we 


+4 A 


gogue.on the Sabbath day ;z- after the reading of the-Law and the 
Prophets, the Rulers of the. Synagogue ſent. to bim and his compe= 

ny, and ſaid, Mex and Brethren, if ye have any exhbortation tothe. 
People, ſayon.: Then Paul fload up, and beckgned with bisbandyand ſaid; 
Mex of Iſrael, and.ye that fear-God, give andience; Ard beibeganite 
declare, how God broughtabeir Fathars'out:of Egypry with high 
hand. ;. and bow chey were inthe Wilderneſs ; and haw he defizoy-= 
ed the Nations of the Land of Canaer; tand how. they were. govern= 

- -ed, from that.time unto Chriſt.3 and how:that.'Chriſkca ve.of the 
Seed of Pavid.; and likewiſe how the: Rulers of: Fer»ſalemdealt 
with Chrit, ,and though they found no cauſe of death'in bim 41-yer- + 
deſired they Pi/ate. that he ſhould be: ſlain. And when they bad. ful» 
filled.all: that was written of. him, they took:;him down from the © 

- Trees and laid-hjmiin. a: Sepulebrez but God raiſed him from:the = 
dead, and afterwards be preached uotothem bis Reſurrection.;,:as 
may be read at large throughout *A&s x3;-a0d: how'the' Getitiles 
alſo ſhould. partak-of his Reſurretion ; but- the Jews contradi- 
ed and blaſphemed againſt their Do&rine, Then Paul and Barns- 
bas maxed. bold, and ſaid, 1t- was wecefſary. that the nord of God ſhould 
fr ft. have been preached to you Fews 5 but: ſering ye putit from! you} and 
judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting Jife , los we turn unto1he Gen= 
tiles, for ſa hath the Lord commanded %-: I \have ſet:thee to be a light 
to the. Gentiles, that thou fhouldeſt be for. ſalvation te-the ends of 
earth, And when the Gentsles:beard this, they mare glad, 
AQs 13. fo gr 47 1 


"Thus ye ſee how the Apoſtles.opened unto them the myſtery of 

the-ReſurreRion of Chriſt, 'as_alſo Chriſt: himſelf, when he met 

with the Diſciples, after his ReſurteRion ; and they not knowing 
| | ,.. ls; 
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© bim, told him what things had happened concerning Chriſt, He 
{aid unto them, O foes, and flow of beart ; oxght not Chriſt to have 
 {affered theſ e things, and to enter into hus glory.” And begins; at Mo-- 
{ler ard all the Prophets, be expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
*qbings concerning himſelf, Luke 24. ; ME 
And this is the matter, and manner, and method of all Chriſt's 
Miniſters, age the ReſurreRion.of Chriſt Jeſus, .in his Light 
| and Spirit, which is a mytery to all carngl men and carnalminds: 
this is not a deal of Imaginations, and divinations of the brain, 


. 


4 x: 
We 


and Rudyings of men, who take one Verſe of Scripture,and add un. 
- $0 it what. they pleaſe, our of other old Authors Writings, Heathen 
Philoſophers, or any thing chat will make up an hours talk, ill their 


"Glaſs be. run, which isquite contrary to the Apoſtles practice, and 
- tharrehich they witnefled, and exborted againſt. Forhe ſaith unto 
the Coloſſtars, As ye bavr received Chriſt Feſm, ſo walk, ye in bim ; 
: d in the Faith, as ye bave been tanght. 

a 


'' 
7 


Becanſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer then men, and the weakneſs of God: 
; fron er then. men : Forge ſee your calling, Brethren how that vot many 

wiſe men. after the fleſh, ey WONLt EF Þs 97 many noble are called; bus 
Gad hath choſen the frokiſhthings of che world to confound the wiſe ; and 
God hath choſen tbe weak things of the. world, to_confaund. the t| ings 
| which are might 7; 41d bſe things of rhe world, and chingy which are 
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a8 bt rhings which att ; that no fleſh ſhoutd-glory in bis priſence cis 
thoſe tha# glory, ſhould glory in the Lord, 1 Coma EO one 
* Andthe Apoſtle faith further; And my ſpeech and preachint wa © 
not with enticing words of mans wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of the 
pirit, and of Power 4 at your Faith ſhould not fland 1» fbe Wiſdom of 
men, but in the powtr of God. Howbeit, we ſpeak, wiſdow anong them 
that art perfet ; yet not the wiſdom of this world, nor of the Prigces 
this world, that come -to nonght, but "we ſpeak, the wiſdom of God in 
myſtery ; even the hidden wiſdom which God ordained before the world, 


' For we bave not recerved the 7 5 of the world, but that Spirit that us 


of God, that we might kyow the things that are freely ven us of God 
which things we ſpeak.not in the words which mans wiſdom reachetb,but 
which the Fol Ghoſt teacheth ; comparing ſpiritual things with (piri- 
inal. Y | 
-* Here the Apoſile teſtifies clearly againſt the wiſdom of mens W 
teaching,which is 2 clear teſtimony agaioft the teachings that have *: 
been in'theſe laſt Ages ; for that is all that hath been taught for 
y generations of Teachers, fince the Apoftles dayes ; the wiſ- 
du ofihev; and traditions of men, and inventions, and -imaging« 
$ions of men, one quoting and rehearſing what another ſaith, quite 
contrary to the Apoſtles praRice. We-do not make our ſelves of 
_ number, or compare our ſelves with ſome that commend them- 
[ves; and meaſurimg themſelves by themſelves are not wiſe, But 
WeMill not boaſt our ſelves, above our meaſure, but accordingts. 
the meaſure of the rule which God hath diſtributed to us ; ferwe 
come as far as you alſo, in preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, not 
boaſtipg of things without ourmeaſure, of other mens fabours, not 
£0 baaſe of anorher mans line made ready-to our hands , - 2 Cor, 10, 
Nt that we are ſofficient of onr ſelves, to think any thing as of onr- 
felos't, Vit ony ſufficiency u of God ; who bath alſo made us able Mint 
fers.o,f the New Teſtament, not of the Letter but of the Spirit 3 far thy 
Leiter xilleth, but the Spirit giveth Life, 2 Cor. 3. 6. In this Chap- 
fer the A,voſtle gives bis Teſtimony, that the Life of the Miniſtry 
I8 1rt the gy. filtration of the Spirit. Arlo in Row. 7. But mw we 
BUR My or * Reps bir Lav; that Lang dead wheres» we were held, that 
; STOR "newt fs Pw Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the Let- 
J d. 


c 


6 the Mnf align of Death inthe aore- meation- 


ed Chapter, 
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7 And when he vriites to his Son Tiwothy, who was a Biſhop, be 

> faith thus; / charge theo therefore before God, and the Lord? 

\ Chrift, who ſhall judge the quich,aud the dead, at bis appearing, avd his 
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"= iy ingdom; Preach the Word, bs inſiant ty ſeaſon, apd-ox of ſeaſon ;, re+ 
"= grove, rebuke, exhort with all nt ferng and dottrine : for the time 
f - will come when they will not endure [ound dotirine ; but m"_ their own 
» = beats luits, (hel _ to themſelves teachers, having itching ears, and 
f i © they ſhall twrs away their ears frem the Truth, and. ſhall be turned unto 
« BW Fables, 2 Tim. 4. | —_ | : 
BB : Here the Apoſtle was a true Prophet, and ſaw the ApoRtacy come 
 ' W ing on, and therefore. he laid a hard charge upon Timothy : For, 
3 BW Faith he,watch chow in el things ; endure affiittions ; do the work of au 
# - Evangeliſt ; make fell proof of thy Miniſtry ; for 1 am ready to le offer» 
= BI cd, ard the tim of my deparinredraveth nigh, 2: Tim. 4. 

- Agalſo when he writes to the Theſſalonians, of the Day of the 
s BK Lord, and of the Man of Sin,the Son of Perdition, and thanks God 
© W-forthem, who had choſen them to Salvation, through ſan&ification 
IF ' of the Spirit, and belicf-of the Truth, wherewnto be called you, (ſaith 
* BH he) by onr Goſpel to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; 
* B Therefore brethren, ſtand faſt, and hold the Traditions which- ye bave 
© BB been tanght, whether by Word, or our Epiſtle, 2 Theſ, 2» _. 
f W-- This Scripture the Papsſts, and many others, make a Cloak and 
* I « Covering for teaching their Traditions; becauſe the Apoſtle 
t IF bids them hold' fat the Traditions that they had taught them, by 


.” their Goſpel; which in the words b:fore, he ſaith, was to the ob- 
| taining of the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the which they had 
--go0od reaſon to hold falt ; for if they let that go, they were not-like 
| to attain to ſuch another,. But' there is no. compariſon between 
- theſe, and-che Traditions of the Prieſts in the Apoltacy, either Pa- 
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7 & pi orothers ;* for through their teaching of their Traditions,they 
- BU havedone nothing but brought people into a body of darkneſs, and 
' BY incoa heap of ignorance, keeping them ignorant both of the Sctip- 
- & tures, andall that is good. For if people had but liberty to look in- 
' F to the Scriptures, they would ſoon be wiſer then their Teachers, 
' i andſce theirgrois darkneſs : But they tell them, they cavnotun- 
*  derftand them, "they muſt be expounded by learned men'; and-ſo 
*  meillnotlerthe Light of Chriſt aciſein Peoples hearts, rot never 
* -- dire&their minds co it, but us them in darkneſs, and hes 
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| Trade ofthe Seriprares for their own advantage, ind ſodeceive 


popg peoples fonts; And theſe Scriptures may ſerve to prove this 
articular of the fourth Head, which is concerning theirs Worſhip, 
which 18; their-marter and manner of Preaching, © 

The ſecond particular of thathead is their Prayer, which is alſo 
contrary to Sctipture-example, they having Prayars formed and 
made by men as all their other Worſhip is, and ſo read their Pray... 


_ers:in Booke:; and fet any feflow' or ſchool-bay-to read it, if he 
| have but the name of Curate or- Clark, if he read. but that in the 


Book, they account it Praying : Andif any of the greater ſort, as 
Biſhops, Deans, Vicatrs, or Parſons, if they-pray, they either pray 
tn a Book, or elſe they have a Prayer formed up,and made and pre- - 
pared before hand, that they pray : And manyrimes they ſet wild 
and wanton Boyes, With Prieſt, and Clark,' and all the People to 
fhng their Prayers:and this they account and call Praying. | 
When Chriſt Feſus was in his Sermon. in the Mount, that he was - 
reaching the People ſeveral things, (as was ſaid before) as con- 
ceming Aims, -and many other particulars, in which he bad them 
not to-do as: the Phariſees did ; he alſo ſpake to them that they 
ſhould not'pray as they did, for they prayed ſtanding in the Syna.. ' 
ogues : And ſaith -he, #hen ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions as the 
athens do-; Be not ye therefore like unto them, for your Father knows 
«th mhat rhings je have need of, before ye ack, After this manner there» 
fore pray je - Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c, And ſo he gi- 
vet then ſeveral particular heads, what they ſhould pray for, and -. 
after he had done that, he rehearſeth theſe words again ; Ff ye for- 
give mentheir treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will forgive you : but if 


FJe forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neunher will your. heavenly Father 


- forgive your ireſpa 
- * /Now how the. Biſhops, and all their Officers which they-imploy 
-under them, forgive thoſe that trefpaſs againſt them, is: manifeſted 


fergive you. your treſpaſſes, Mat. 6, And again he ſaith unto one of 
his Diſciples, who Aefred him to-teach them to pray, He ſaid un- 
20 them, hen ye ſtand praying, forgive if ye have ought againſt any,that 
your Father alſo which i in beauven, may forgive you your treſpaſſes : 
but if you de not forgive, netther will your Father which 1 3n heaven 
es Mark 31, 25. . 


by theit Courts they keep ; avalfo all the Papiſts, Biſhops, Priefis 


and fefuites, that make this. Prayer be ſaid over ſo often by their: 


. P cople, 


* - 


4.4 


A, : 
— 


® nifefted by their Jnquifaions; Wracks and-Tortures ; and yes 

this Prayer they make their:ground for all their Forms;; and. form- 
ing up of prayers, which is quite contrary to the 'Apoſtle's practice 
ind doctrine ; for he ſaith, We areſeved by bope ; bat bope that bs 
fer, that is not hope, but f we hoe for that we ſce not, then do we 
Mb patcence was for ir; Zokewiſe the "Spire helpers our "infirm 
fir we know wot what we ſhould pray for ws x06” ought, but the Spirit it | 
elf makgth interceſſion for as, with. gromnings which cannot be uttered; 
and be that ſearchnth the heart, knoweth the mind of the Spirits be= 
| ttnſe be makgrh interceſſion for the Saints, according to the Will of God, © 


"ROM, $8. . "A 5 WARE # 7 AF $77 j ; _ Y 
And thisSpitit is he thatknows the minde of Chriſt, and-the 
mill of God, and: therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, will pray with the 
| Spirit, and 1 will pray with underſtanding alſe, 1 Cor. 14, For the 
Spirit, ſaith be, ſearcheth- all things, even the deep things of God; 
fir what man knoweth the things of a man, fave the ſpirit of @ man 
that 1c in bim;' wvenſo the things of 'God knoweth no man, ſavs the 
' Spirit of .God : for the natural man kynoweth not the things of the Spi= 
| rit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him, becanſe they are ſpirutally 
diſcerned, So how can theſe natural men, that read a Prayer in a 
Book, pray unto God; that know not the things of God 7 and what 
"effeR can ſuch Prayers have? Indeed David ſaith, That the Pray- 
#77 of the. Righteons' avail much, if they be fervent : But can their 
ePrayers avail that are unrighreous,and know not the things of God, 
| Heither have any fervency in them ?- * Fats: 
> But the Apoftleſaith, know, the mind of Chriſt : and therefore © 
\ he faith, Be kindly affebtioned one towards anther, with brotherly love, 
in bononr preferring one another, not ſlathful in buſineſs, fervent in Sps= 
1%; ſerving the Lord : Rejojeing in hope, patient in tribulation, con- 
Himwng inſtant in Prayer, Rom. 12, 12. And again, Peter ſaith, 4s 
-tery man hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to ano-- 
Ther, as good ftewards of the manifold grace of God -if any man ſpeakglev 
him [peak as the Oracles of God : if any man miniſter, let hunk do it as 
If the ability which God giveth ; that God in all things may be glorified, 
7 Pet, . "4k , Tt 
7 $0 ef is a great difference between this ſort of praying that the 
Apoſtle here mentions, and that which is called jke Comnnns 
b- y | I2YEL- 


"__ 


No 


\ ; which is is [4 a FO | be > | 
Prayer 5" which indeed is cominon,' and may be common to wn 
that hve eyesandcanread it; agalfonll the Pars 5,and Ps, 
Alaries of the-Papiſts , though they call that. which-Chrig taught 

' his Diſciples the Poreraefter, bur be di&-not'call-it ſo; though they 
patter it over, andteach all People to patter -it over, bur he dd 
not ſo-with choſe he taught ic, but he cold them they ſhouid not uſe 
vain Repetitions,:nor vain; bablings z and he caught them in the 
holy 'Spiric of the ord, and. ſo 1direted them-chat they might 
fearn ir inthat Spirie, or:elſe he: would: not have learned: them 
to have. prayed, That the Will of God wight'be dont on Eamb, 
as of W4As in Heaven. Vain«bablers and Patterers over- of ma» 
ny words, do not the Will of God on Earthas itisin Heaven, but 
this Prayer ig abuſed by themall, as many other places of Scripture 
tre. And this may ſerve for the ſecondparticular of their Worſhip 
mwhicti-is-Prager, {61h CO I LI \ re y5 $3) TETURET. x | 
' - The third is their. Singing, which:indeed is more. like may-2zme- 
ing then worſhipping of God, :playing and piping of Organs, ant! 
ferting a company of-wilde,: ungodly, light bayes to fing tunesto 
Tt0'them, which is fuch-a kind of. Worſhip, .as.no Chtifiians inthe 
"Primitive timesexercifed,. 1: 2 nn ian NS 

Its/rrue,'there _ in wn _— dayes, ſuch asmere 

pointed to minifterin way. of finging and giving thanks, as D«- 
ecfwhen be had brought the Ark of God and ſerir in the midftof 
his Tent, which he had made'for it, he offered burnt-offerings and 
peace-offerines before God ; and he appointed certain of the Le. 
vites to miniter before the Ark'of the Lord, and to record, thank i 

-and praiſe the Lord God of 1ſrael. Aſaph the chief, and nextto MW 
him Zachariab, Feaxiel, Shemwrameth, Jehicl, Mattathiab, Eliab, - 
" Benatab, and Obed-Edows, x Chron/15.,x6, and 27,.and Jebrel, with MW 
"Pfalteriev'and with Harps ; bur Aſaph made a ſound with Cimbals, 
Benaiab and alſo Ekezer the Priefis with Trumpetrs,continuallybe- 
fore the Ark of the Covenant of God. Then on that day David de- 

Jivered firſt this Pſalm, to thapk the Lord, into the hands of Aſaph I 

"and his brethren, whowere the Singers. Give thanks wnto the Lord, 

« © call pon bis Name, &c. Pal. x05; This was upon a ſpecial occ+- I: 
fGon,when the Ark of God was brought up among them : And theſe # 
that David commicred this Ptalm unco,were ſuch as were appoint- | 

ed of Godfor that Place and Office, as Aſaph, and thoſe that were W* 

called to that office, | x " 
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© Alſo Selowern had Sivgipg-men,: and Singing, wamen,- Ecclef. 2. 
© and them of this order came with them 2g4in-.out of- the-Cap- 
Wilry in Bobjlon, Exr9 2, 4k Neb. 7. 67.0 oo a oy 
But theſe vere all before Chritt; and . why may not Chriſtians as 
Tell imitate Circumcifion, Burvt-offerings and Sacrifices, which 
Fere in the time of the Law ,"as well as imitate Singing-Boyes > 
And we. do not find that any of the Apolites and Saints in the Pri- 
Witive times did Sing Devid Plalms in Meeter \and Rhime, and 
in his Lamencations, and Groanings, and Sufferings;and Tears, |, 
2nd Anguiſh of his Bones, being barned like a'Hearth, and that he. 


| 
' 


F 
% 
2 
; 
* 
A 


[when be cryed out, that his heart was ſmicten and withered, and 
| s Prayets and Cries, Pſal. x02, | £335} 
"We do not find that the Apotties turned this ſtate of weeping and 


as as 2 Pelican in the Wilderneſs, and like'an Owl inthe Deſarts 
mentation of his into Rhime and Meter, and ſangir': But 


[Chriſt and his Apoftles, and Chriſtians and Saints,when they ſang, 
f ey ſang with the Spirit in prayſes to the Lord,and in the joy and 
yejoycing of the Spirit, This was not to take another mans $1 ohss 
od Groanings, and Lamentations, and Tears, and Ciyes to turn 
"this into a Song and fingit : This is; not the Trith, | neither is it 
| the practice of the Spirit of Trath, But when the Soul andthe 
Spirit is joyful i the Lord, and enjoyes his Preſence,and feels his 


oy 


Life ;. then there is joy, and honour, and praiſes given tothe Lord 
Sod in the Truth and'in the Reality, in his ova Spirit, and this 
elory and praiſes are acceptable tothe:Lord God 3 And therefore 
Toth the Apoſtle ſay, / will Pray with the Spirit, and with the Un= 
landing alſo : I will Sing with the Spirit,end with the Underſtanding 
"&ſo,2 Cor. 14. Yet the Apoſtle didnot turn his praying into fing- 
"Ing, nor none chat have the Spirit of the Lord Jeſusto pray and fing 
Fith; but when they pray they pray unto the-Lord, and when they 
vs they fing unto the Lord, yet both by his-own holy Spirir;' 5 
7 When Chiilt Jeſus and bis Diſciples were at the | Paſſover, and 
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| R, at he had broken.the Bread, and given them the Cup of the New 


"Teſtament, he ſaid unto them, { will drink.ns more of the fruit of the 


jo Vine, witil the day that 1 drink ii new ini the Kiungdons of God. And 


they had ſung an; Hymn, they wit oxt-ints the mount of Qhves, 


ar. x4.-26; pt 7 93509 4.4 ANDE 7 3 
g And accooding to this; the  Apofile/in: his Exbortation:to the 
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| 55 200g many other particulars, he ſaith, Be ave drank wich. 
Wine wherein is cxcuſs3: ber bo let with the Sprts. Jpecking te 3 
ſelves in Pſalms and Hymar aul [privudl Songs 7 finging ayd making 
melody fur yoies beartsrn chr'Lords; giving thanks alwayes” for all things 
wnto.God. thy 'Father, in the name of our Lord Feſws Chrift, Ephet; 
F, I9, 20» s $iti 4 pes DUE ICED : Ons 
. Andagain in his Epiſtle! to the:Colofſians,” he ſaith, Let the wal 
if Chriſt dwelt richly is-you in aUwiſdow, redching aud admoniſhing ene 
another, in Pſalms,and Hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, fnging with | ip 


in your bearts 10 thi Lord. Likwife the: Apoſtle James laith, 7s avy* | L 
among you offlicied ? let hins: pray; & any merry? let bin ſing Pſalms, 


amol$otilnths Dag 05 1/3nit 21999 , 
Bur he ſaith not fing thoſe Pſalms which David ung, but the A- 
poſtles ſung 18 the Spirit, witgeace in their bearts, as before; 4nd 
ſaid, thofe that do. glory and rejoyce; let them do it inthe Lordi 
and in ſo doing, they may worſhip and give thanks unto the: Lot 
in rejoycing and finging, as well as in other parts of worſhip;in 
the Spitit of the Lord God |: But: theſe are. not wild, wicked, un«+ 
godly people and boyes, who: are: imployed.in-this ſervice in our 
yes; but the Lotds holy Spirit, where ir dwels, and rules, and 
lives,/is the ſame as ever it vas,and can worſhrp the Father in Spi-- 
rit andin' Truth ; whois a Spirit, and bis Worſhip'is in his'own' 
_—_ and this Spirit ſpeaking, - or praying,” or finging, worſhips 
| : FE - 445-3 - ! p | ; 


More might beTaid coricerning their-Altars, and bowing, and - 
ctinging to Stocks.and Stones, and*icalling Wood and Stones et 
together by mens hinds, and adorned-with Inventions, -A Church; 
bur all this traſh and rubbiſh will fall rogerher. Since that Temple 
that:Solomon;buiit, which God Jounitin ies; Chriſt ſaid; ſhould net 
beltft ome! floene #pon. | anather "of ts) building; bur it-fhould be all 
thrown down; ſurely theſe Popith Houſes -have notong reign. Add 
ſo this.may ſervefor the finiſhing of the thirdparticulat and fourth 
Head,which weexcept againſt, which is their #orſhip. 

...: Thefifch is theie-Prafiice, which, fo large; and indeed ſo con. | 
'trary. toall Scripture-Rule,it- is Much co expreſsthe Hezds of it, 
£xcept it befuckas are praftiſed init ;*forithe body:of darkneſs is 
deep, ands ſach a puddle to rake in, that it is fit for none but thoſe 
-whoſegamenis ire filtliiy: and; defiled, to meddlemicd:: Yer. for 
ww) _ | 5 te 


\ 
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xt bf God fake;: whichis kept tir Bendage, and"id'Coptivi- 

Wot by this Power of Dares, thar fuk lodged eat 
Sdy of - Teachers: wnd 'Preathers; who' hve" cuiled themſelves 
Thrikiave, borh Papiſts and Proceſtants, [in this Night of Apoſtacys 
that. the True Church) of God hath been in the Wilderneſs; and 
© Wiwmeſſer-propheſied in- Sacketorh ; >this hath been # Night of 
IMitceieſs; burche Day'is Sptingingz ' Glory to. the Lord forever; 
Hay, forthis Seeds ſake, \we'(halÞproceed to- mention ſome par- 

W ico lar Heads of their praQtice, and try them by the Scriptures. 
And the firſt is thatwhich-they:call their Studying, and their 
phcing'the very Foundation'of their Call, and all theirpraRtices 
© that Funion, in that which" they-call- Learning;' which thing 
#e neverifinde neither inithe- Old: Feftamenbnor New, that they 

WH gbo vere called to the Office of the Prieſthood, thax obtained it by 
ſuch wayes and means as theyuſe ; viz. That which they call their 
Kadics: and Fountains of Learning, which is their #xiverſpries 3 
ad in them;. ſo many ſeveral Orders and Degrees, -to ordainand 
appoint ſuchas belong tothat FunAion of the Miniftry, | which'we. 
$novfindein the Okd-Teſtament, that either Aro or his Sons, 
ot thoſe that were of the Tribe of Levi, were ordained afterſuch _ 
manner, and by ſuch Orders as they pretend to theirs ; for when 
the Lord-ſpake- unto Hoſes for the ſetting up of the: Tabernacte, 
ad afcer what manner he ſhould do'all things -abourit ; he-faid, 
Thr ſhalt ſet the Laver betwvixer the Tent of the Congregation amt the 
Altar, and thou ſhalt put witer thirein, and rhow ſhalt bring Aaton 
ind bis Sons unto. the dooy of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and © 
ſb them with water ; and thoy ſhalt put npon Aaton the boly Gar= 
whrtr, | and amint bum; and ſauthifie bm, that he may miniſter unto 
mth coats," and thas ſhalt anont them #s thou didft their Father, that 
they may miniſter wnto me in the Priefts Office ; for their Anonting 
al [urely/be an everlaſting Prieſthood throughout their Generations < | 
Thus did Moſes according to'all that:rhe Lord commanded him, for he 
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i ſu the Laver between the Tent of the Congregation and the Altar, and 
> Miloſes, [ard Arrow and bis Sons,” waſhed their hands © and their fett 
8 Yrirecty cs che Lord commanded Moſes, Exod. 28,29.chp, Levit.B, 

ki Moreover the Lord ſaid unto Moſes; Taks the Levites from among 
> [echildren of Iſrael, end vieavſe _ and thus foalt thou ” _ 


K.23) 


_—_ « ey £34 £ 
RET EHS 


"__ 


—_ 


- bd EC ME-Þo nie toads 
OO. qipem-t0 oftaifarriem;:[prinke: waterof prrifying apts thims an 
lati tho: ſhave thew »; al then fleſh, o ltr: theme; maſh they 
clocbgrs. and fo waks then clean; then Ter ther takes «young Buls 
lack, with bis ment-offoriug, tnen fine Flowre ming/ed with Ole 3 ard 
avother young Bullock.thos ſhalt take, far.s fin. offering ;;. aero 
_ bringthe Levites befate the Thervacle of the ( tony: 41h. 
ſhaly gather tha whole Aſſembly of thedbildren;eft Itnac! deer, and - 
thou ſhalt bring the Levizes before. the Lord, and:the-ebildren of Iaet 
ſhalkpat their "bands npen the Leuvntes, avd Azton ſhall offer the Ly- 
vntes before the Lord; far an offering for the/ children of Iſrael, that - 
they may #xeente the: ſervice of the Lord;; 'and the Levites ſpall lay 
thesr handsupon. the heads of the Bullacks,and thou Shalt offer the tne for 
#-fit- offering, and the other for 4 burut-effering wnte the Lord, tomake 
- 4u atonemint far the Levites;' and ſhalt ſet the Levites before Auton, 
Gd before his: Sons, And offer them for an offering to the Lord, thu 
ſhaltthox ſeparate the Lewtes fron among the children of Iſrael, eyd 
the: Levites ſhall be mine;iand after that hel the Kevntes gaingtodothe 
ſervice of | the Tahernacle of the: Congregation, and then ſhalt: cleanſe 
| thens, and effer-them for an offering ;, for they ares whally gruen unto me 
from among the children of lirael, inſtead of ſuch as open every won, 
eveninſtead of the Firſt-born of all the children of Iſracl, 1 have taken 
themmwntens ;-. for all the firſt- bernof the: children of Iigael, areniine, 
bnhwen ard braft, : in the dry thet / ſmnate the forft-baxrn 191 the: Land of 
Eaypts Lſanilifiedt hens for-myy ſulf, and 4 have takgn the; Levites for: 
all the firſt. barn of the Childrex of | Iſnacl, avd Þ have gruenthe Le. 
wies 464 gift to Aaron, avd to bis Sonty from anng:the children ef 
Iſradl x \t0 deitbe;ſervice.of theobidren of Ifracl-anthe. Tabernacle of 
S94En: YAY Fa on na yrs Ir ag forthe: 
| q | | wren-of IIaeck, tient there br no-plitgue among 
RS epo. them" mban they came nigh ulny his 
fles;z andcontraty te Avd Moſes and Aaron, ed-the Gongregati- 
the.. LevicicalPriet . of| I(rael, daiwmto. the Leviter, according & the 
hoods, Lord: commanded then ; qud. the Levies were if 
Purified, 62d they waſhed their Garments, and Aaron offered them a 
ax offering beforesbe; Lords and: Aaron wade an. atonement: for themy 
ro clewiſe:tbers,  and:after that the Levites mentin tade them. ſervice 
inthe. Tabernacle: of the Congregation, before: Antony. and before his 
Sons, And the Lord ſpaks wnteMoſes,: ſaying, Thuc# it hoteles 
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the alt apor he forvier-of vhe Tabernacle. of rhe Congrogaion,” ai 
vow the age df fifty years they fſhaili cenſe waiting upon; rhe. fervics 
LObereof,, and fall ſerve nemore-; but ſhall minifter with their brithen 
an the Tubernacle of the Congregation, tokeep the charge; uni ſhall do 
bend thus ſhalt thou do unto the Levites touching rbety charge, 


[35 Now: here iy nothing of Studying, or going rothe Univerfities, 
wor divine; aordivinining irito the-Body of 'Darknefs, \ywhict.de= 
"filter in&polutes ;\ but here was 'Wathinz, andCleanking, and-Pa- 
| rifying, \xnd an Offering of two 'Bulfocks, one for # Sin-offering, 
- other fora Burnt-offering, the |Deviter being offered with rhe 
"Ofetinge, and'they{laying "their hands uponiche/head$df the Of- 
 Feings, and Moſer making an'Aronement for" them, to Cleanſe 
"them, before'chey conld-be'atimitred into the Service 3; and then 
they were' to wait Fromtwenty five 'years, -and upwards unto fifry 
years, before they might ceaſe'waiting, and'then they weretomi- 
"niſterwith'their Brethren in'the Tabernacle; bur they did not wait 
Ythe Univerſities; and/at the Schools'of Learning , bur: they 
waited upon the'Service"of the Tabernacle 'of the Congregation z 
' Yor the Lord had called'them for thatend,'thit rhey mighe make an 
"Atonement for the "Children of 7ſrael, 'that thete might be -n0 
"*Phgne amons them. . hated OI 
5" 'Sothat it is ſtrange that Miniſters that ptofeſs Chriſtianity; and 
| profeſs themſelves ts be\Minifterrof  ChriR, and Miniſters of "the 
"Goſpel, ſhould 'run*into fiich- extravegihees), being" thar*they 
"profeſs the Scriptures ,| and" that 'they Mhoiitd "not walk indy. 
$ aths ; butthey go quite oppoſite to'what the Scriptures-of Truth 
hold forth concerning both' the Firſt znd Second Priefthood.'-Tt is 
-ttue indeed, the Lord complainett by his' Prophets, when \ſvad! 
Was gone away fromthe Lord, ' an& turned utito Idotztry'and Abo. 
' \minacivn, *and was in-Rebellion'igainſt bim, 'ther he complains 
- of their Texchers, 7 hat they ſprak a Divination of their own Brain, 
"und not from the Mauth of the Lord ; But the Lord ſaith, That he 
"will fruſtrate the Tokens of the Lyirs, and make the Diviners mall, 
and turnthe Wiſe men backward, "and nake their knowledge" fookſh, 
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And again he complains of the Blind Watchmen, and fzid,. 


The are all Ygnorant, rhey ave all dumb Dogs, they canuer barks ſeep 
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to flumber;. yea, they are greedy Dogs, vebich can newer 
have, evongh; aud they are-Shepherds that cannot ; ſ OT 
lakctot heur own way, everyone. for bis: Gein from his Quariext. Con 
30g fp they, wid 1 will farch Wine, ;and-me will fil own Telups. math 
Strong-drink, and to marrow ſhall be «thu day,. and much more abu. 
Againzrthe Lord complains of them by his Prophet Jeremiah, Te. 
reviicht heatt was brokgti within bimibecauſe. of the Prophets,. and bis 
boner did: ſhake like 4 drunken man,: becauſe of the Lord, aud the maxd. 
of þis Hoſineſs For the Land, faith be, i full of edulteries, for hp. 
canſe of ſwearing the Lend wonynath + for Prophet and. Prieſt are Pro=. 
phang'; yea, in my houſe have [ found ther wickganeſs, ſaith the Loxd, 
Wherefore their wayer ſhall be-unto them a« ſlippery wayes 3 the darkneſs 
$bey ſhall be driven:0n, and. fall therein 3 1 will bring evil upon then, 
even the: yrar of their *viſuationy ſaith the Lord.. Thus. ſaith tbe 
Lord of Hoſts , Huarkgn- not wnto the words of. the . Prophets 
that propheſie unto you ; thy mak you 44in, they. ſpeak, a Vijionof 
| their ann heart, and not ont of the momth of the Lord, Thy ſay full an- 
$0 themsthat deſpiſe me,The Lord hath. ſaid, 3e ſhall-bave peace. and 
they ſar wnte-ewery one that walkeths after the Ima nah. 46s 0a 
 tart;Ne evil ſhall come upon you. But behold,the whirlwind of the Lord 

"£:come forthinfury,and it (hall fall grievonſly, upon the head of the wich- 
ed : the anger of the Lord ſhall not return, tull be bave executed, .ond 
#1 be hath performed the thoughts af bis. beart. In. the latter dajes he 
Shall confodrr ut perfoftly. | I-bave-not ſynt theſe Prophets, I have not ſpe- 
keenvevie ther, yer they proph ode. I heard when the Propbet [aid, the 
propheſied lies in my name, which cauſe my prople to forget my name, « 
aber: Fathers bave forgotten my name for Baal, 1s not my word like a 
fire ſaith the Lord and like a hanemer,, that breaketh the rocks in pieces? 
therefore bebold, 1 amo, againſt the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, that ſteal my 
Fords 'egry one from bis neighbour 2. behold, 1am againſt the Prophets, 
faith the Lord, that uſe their tongues, and ſay, He ſaith; behold, 1 am 
againſt them that propbeſie Falſe dreams,. and tell them, and cauſg 
wy prople to erre through their lies, and by their lightneſs; and yet] 
fent them not, nor commanded them ': therefore they ſhall nos profit my 
praple at all, ſich the:Lard, Jer. 23, * 

" And agaio the Lord ſaid unto me, The Prophets propheſie lier in my 
name. L ſent. them not ntither commanded 1 thims, neither ſpaks 1 unto 
thews : yet they propheſied unto you a falſe Viſien,and 4 divination, af 
| [DIMg 
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abing of nougbt, 'avd rhe: dectit \pfi their heart, Chap-:14: Therefore 
| haarker nor 0:19 jour Prephets,par thgour, Pruineramr toyatr Tnchant- 
arg; mor £0:y0ur Sorcerers:: for 1 hate not; fert thews.yet they propheſie a 
he in my name.; thai:1 wyght drpve now ent," and ye mght Aut; yy oe 
274: For thus ſab the Lord of H 


Wo the-God of Iſrael, Let not your 
Prophets, war your. Diners, that be 


| whe inthe mdf 7 you;deceive yon, for 
they propheſie falſiyumoyan;l have: yet ſent them ſaith; theberd, Jer.29 
++ And Exekiel Gaith, Hoy Prophets bave danhei chow with uniempred 
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" porter; ; [ering vanity, divining jars unto them, ſaying, -Thm ſaith the 
Ferd, when the Lord bath yot. «,: Ezel4223; 28;'. 1:4 4 > 


have ſeen ale, and have told falſe dreams,and have comforted in vain, 
wech. 10. 2. FE5 24%. a7 35\ } yeq Wt IT 
- And Micabſaith,T hen ſhall the Soers be aſhamed\and:Diviners conn 
funnded,yea, they ſhall all cover. their lipss for there us no anſwer from 
God; Micah. 3. 7, A 48+ 36.) ' 'F 
*: After the children of ſrael and Fudah were fallen away from the 
Lord God, and from his Worſhip and Service, into-Idolatry, and 
worſhiping of Baa/, then their Prieſts, and Prophets, and Teachers 
Fell to divining, and enchanting ip the power of darkneſs,. and fell 
jpto.all manner of wickedneſs, and groſneſs, and: prophaneſs, and 
> giunkeneſs, in ſo much that the Lord complaineth of their drink- 
"jog wine in bowles ; Ye that put far the evil day, and cauſe the 
" IB {eatof violence to come near ;-that lie upon. the beds of Ivory, and 
Bf Aretch themſelves upon the Couches; and eat the-Lambg out of the 
Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall ;that chant to the 
ſound of the Vial, and invent to themſelves Inftraments of Muſick - 
if like David; that diink wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves witi 
| thechief oyntment; but they ate not grieved atthe aMflitions of Fo 
| faph; therefore:they (halll go into captivity with the firſt, Amos 6. 
+ Surely the Diviners and Inchanters of theſe laſt dayes, in this 
dight of Apoſtacy, in which the Apoſtle Fobs ſaid that Antichriſt 
ſhould come, bave taken example by theſe. falſe Prophets and falfe 
'Teachers, that were fallen away from the Lord, and from the Ozs- 
 dinances of his Law, that be gave ont to thoſe that were to mini- 
ſer at the Altar, and were to miniſter in the Prieſts Office : when 
they were fallen aivay, into Idolatry, they then fell into Divinati--' 
on, and digging and diving into the darkneſs and infiyindtion of 
z | their 
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eheir wicked hears, ant {> fpike falſe-Viſione, wad Falſe Dreamy, - - 
andfaife Prophefies, 2nd faid, chr Lord fark, "Whenithie Eord hed 
nevet ſpokerito them.” Soit heeh-been\with:our profeſſed Chriftian 
Miniſters, in\this timeef Apoſtecy; fince the KpoRtles Ueyes + they 


read the'Prophers'worts 28d Faid; 'Tihar falrb rhe Lond; 4nd they 

yead Chriſt's-words, andthe holy Apoſites words; whtyworthir 7 

the orily 1ri4eGod, and ſpake in and by'bis boty*$pirit *: Kteriey 
themſelves wiltconfelrthe Lord Vevet ſpike 'Yiito then, neither 
db they\ever.expet tokwoiv revelation; nor hearthevoice of God; 
2s the Apotile did; for they have preached:to aſl people, tharthat 

inceaſddy;> - 5: $5 EYE 

-And:thouehiris trac, that ithath been ceaſed amajie them; in 
their dark night of Apoſtacy, yet the holy Spirit of rbe Lord-Jeſus 
Cinift, which'(pake'in/him, and iv-alf tis holy Apofites, © Hive, 
wnd tives for evirmwire;, 'which bc ſent and figmfied by bis ſervant Fon, 
Rev. I. Who bare record of the Word of God, and the Teſtimny of Fe> 
ſus Chrift, and of all things that he ſaw!” Who, when'be faw bim, fell 
ut bis feet, as dead ; and Be Lab v5 hand uportbimy ſaying, Fear 
no; 1 am the firſt andthe tuft; F uns he that liverh ant was drad;and bi- 
tbold,d ans alive for rviymore,and have the eyes of hell and drath.Write 
the things whith thou-haft ſer, \dd (the things 'whith are, and the 
things which ſhall be herrafter. 'And this Revelation Which Jobs fan 
'of Jeſus Chriſt, will as ſurely be-fulfilled, as all the orher Sctip- 
'tnres that prophefied forttierly of 'his'cothing in'thefleſhy” who in 
*he fulnefs of 'rime cathe ahd ful Hed all thﬀatwas written of birm : 
'ſo- certainly will be come and fulfil the Revelations thit/ Have been 
of him, And'6f his power and great glory, and of his coiningin 
his Spinit, and in his Revelation by'Which he reveals the Father as 
-he faid himſelF.in the days of his fleſh, Hereafter I will not ſpeak wn- | 

40 you in Provirbs,but't will ſhew plainly of We Father, John 17 How. 
_ *heit, when the Spirit of Truth 4« come, 'he'will guide you ruto all trath, 
And this hath the Lord fulkilted, and will Fulkil in bis day and time 
"appointed ; For the times and ſeaſons ave in the Fathers hand, 1l. 
-though the nieht-ow!s, who have been in the darkneſs, have firiven 
. *-always to put this Light out, when it would have ſhined 1m their 

"Game, which was dark, | 

And therefore have they firiven together,” and combined toge- 
ther to make their Monntain firong, and ſerup Schodles of Learn- 
| Pg, 
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and kept: them iidying and divining in-cheir draing;, till-many 
MW have ſtudied themſelves ouref their wits; -and-ſo-they. might fol- 

Jow' their: Orders, and Ordinations, and Degrees, ove above ano= 
- ther; andone/below another, with: ſuch-arabble a9 is-not worth 
- mentioning ;-and none; might ſpeak, nor, preach, nor-read, no-nor 
-teactrSchoot, but ſuch asrake Orders;or:Degtees> ot Licences from. 
__ and all this radble igquite contravy:to-Scripure-Ryls and 
--| Tr 1s true, the Apoſtle: exborted the Theſſalonians toſtudy to be 
quiet; and todo their-own| butineſs, and! to-work with theis awa 


HH hinds,' x: Theſe, 4. xx. And wrote:to Trmathy,. to Gudy to be ap+ 


=proved'to Gods a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed;tichtly 
o viding the Word of Truth. ! 


-}- This was not Radying inthe power of darkneſs, tobe approved - 


- of men, to Rudy all their dayes to invent aw houts talk topleafe 
” men, and ſo they take the Scriptures, and-garnith, and adorn, and 
- flouriſh this dark muddy fluffe:with it, and when they have done, 
\felir for money; and'ſo bear rule by. the poor peoples means, and 
| the poor people are kept ſo in darkneſs, and ignorance by them, 
that the people love to have it ſo. But, asthe Prophet /ſarab ſaith, 
*What will they do in the end thereof ? | ' 
7-* Butſurely the Lord iy coming to gather his flock; according as 
| he ſpake by his Prophet Ezekzo/, which Prophefie is not yer fulfils 
* Jed, for it was'to the Tees :- As 7 loves ſaith the Lord God, becauſe 
wy flock ts become a = , and becanſe there's no Shepherd, neither did 
' the Shepherds ſearch for my Flock,, but they fed themſelves and not my 
* Flock Behold, 1 am againſt the Shepherds, 1 will require my Flock 
# their hands; neither Goat the” Shepherds 'feed themſclues any mare : 
> I'wil deliver ney Flock from their mourhes : As a Shepherd ſeeketh out 
| bu Flockin the day that he is among bu Sheep ; ſo will 1 ſeek, out my 
- Sheep, and will deliver them, Ezek. 34. So the Lord-will fulfill his 


© faithful Woxd, which changeth not, however they promiſe them- 


| ſelves peate;' till ſudden deftranRion come upon them. 


- For {6 CheiRt faid, when he was in bis fleſhywhen he ſpake of the - 
- eoining of the'Son' of Man-in his power> and great glory, be bad , 


them watch, and told them, that the Son-of Man would come as & 
© thief in the night : and he tald them if.the gaod man of the bouſe- 
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cared" youth; up. in thaidarkoeſs, © 
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knew at what houtthetinef wauld-:come; he wonldnot have ſuffer; 


ed:his bouſets be robbed: and he ſaid; Blefied is rhar ſervans tha © 


- 


Thus you ſee thar the Scriptures are utterly againſt thepractiſes 
of thoſe: that have deen'in the Miniſtry, and Teachers of People, 
fince the Apoſtles dayes,jin the-Apoſtacy;; for: they have: neither 
Preſident nor:Bxample from the Miniftersof the! Lord neither yn 
det flie/Lawimor under;the Goſpel; as. we:ſhath prove moreg ly 

Fibeir = 


| hereafter, For when the Lord reproves Edow and Eſas, x 


Prieſts, and: ro{d them they had offered: polluted bread uv is Al- 

tay, and they” had offered the blind or 7 Was piracy 'and 
fick's: and that from the riſing of the Sun'to. the going\down of the 
ſame, his name:was pollated';/ as ye thay. ned acdatge in #ſatox, | 
2, chap. He told them that he wonld corrupt their ſeed,and-ſpread 
dung upontheir. faces, even the dung of their:ſolemn feaſts : yet 
he told them, That bis Covenant was with Levigeven of life auf peace, 
and L gave them to him for the fear wherewith be feared we ; the Law 
of truth was in bis month, and Iniquity" was not found tn bisJigs «be 
walked with me in pears and equity, | and did tirniavay many from ni- 
quity; for the Preifts lipsſhould preſerve [wt regia they ſhowld ſeek 
the Lay at bis month; for he us the meſſenger of the-Lord of Hoſts, but: 
yeare turned away, &c. Nt 493 207 =: wb eh i aut? 

" So theſe are none of thePriefts of our dayes,that come from bo 
Univerſities, andhave'their Orders and Degrees from thence, for 
they confeſs themſelves-to: be all polluted and filthy, from the 
Crown of the Head, to-the- Soal of the foot; and they tell people 
they muſt never be free from-fin and iniquity, nor they. muſt never 


' - look for Revelations + So theſe are none. of Lemie's. Tribe, for he - 


curned many-from-iniquity, and: the. People were to ſeek the Law 
#c his mouth ; becauſe the:Law of Truth was in his mourh, , 
' And ſo by what-hath been ſpoken before concerning their atrain-, 
ing to the Miniſtry, as alſo their Principles what they-hold ; you ' 
ſee that they are none of Gods Miniſters under the Law, neither 
did any that were ordained of God to þe. Miniſters under:the Law, 
4rtain to ix by: ſuch means, 'or in ſuch-a/ manner as they have done 
to theirs, '2z; by: School-learning (: Neither are they God's Mij- 
nifters unJer the Goſpel ; ſo that-they are neither Gods Miniſters 


: undet the Law nor Goſpel. -»11; big 
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TAs JſoChrit, thoſe that he choſe"to be Miniſters, you thay read 
Kat ſort of men they were,” When he'yaSon the Coalt of Zrbulon 
nd Naphrhati, be preached unto themRepentance, And as Fe 
oat wal, ng by the fea of Galilte, ht" ſaw two brethjen, Peter and 
toirfe iand he called them.: 'T hiy were cafting thei? nets into the ſea; 
fir they were fiſhers ; and he [, auth untothem, Follow mie, and I will makg 
wu fibers of: mon : And ftraightway they followed bim, Match. 4, 
Mark x.:- And when he had gone a littlefurther thence, be ſaw Fames' 
$2: 4 of Zebeders" and Fobn hi brother, who alſo wre in 2 ſhip mend- 
other nets,- a1d"(iraightway be' called them*:* And they left their 
Frher-in the (Þ'p with the ſervants," and" went after him, Matthew 
his 4 Piblican, Sima Canaanite, Alſs when Chriſt ſent forth 
Eſeventy, Lye 10. there: were no 'Unjverlicies provided for 
hm; rot.hadirhey Ordinations, or Degrees from thence; but ye 
thy reactticy hadrheir Command and Commiſſion froth him. 
F'And'affinwhenhe had wrought the Miracle on the'man that 
wi Gek of the Pale, Arhbe paſſed from thente, he ſaw a man na- 
" Made fuling at the Receips of Cuſtom, and he ſaid unto 
bo, Bolle W's nit be avoſe and followed bins, Matth. 99. © 
| Jeſus whewhr wor going forth. 119 Galilee, fndech. Philip, | 
th ot#i0 him; Fellow: Phlip' fadetb Nathaniel, and ſaub 
Fobnin Marbads fold bunt'of #whom Moſes in the Law, and in the 
to tf WI4 WHidei! Jeſs Nazareth, the Son of. Joſeph, John 1. 
f, boy Diſeiples;*wbiex they bad "heard: him ſpeak. and 
'ofoltojzed Jeſus," ard 'ove of thets which followed bim 
) eters: brothy>, *ﬀun4 bt ſaith unto his bro- 


, 


"ho ofi:J6 
wet h, 
#s Andrew ;* Simon! 


bn TT Wo 

{ 'Ardthus they bad the teſtimony of: Chrift Jeſus in their Con- 
ſciences, through which they gave up all, and'forfook all, and 
followed him and he having all Powet in' Hezven and in Earth 
ney him; gave them"power zhd authority over all Spirits ; 
Sonunch;-chit they "Caid,. the Devils were ſubje&'unto them: 
#$nd when they- cameunto/bim), and/told him, he ſaid unto them, 
Rejoyrt wott hat the Detals” are. ſubytth uto you ;" but rather rejoyce that 
wr Names are written tn Heaves'' and this was their Power, and 
# mitret of their Joy, that-they had their Teſtimony and Com« 

wiſ0-from bim, their Lord re” Re | Ji.) 1M 
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So here was no Ordinations of men, 'nor Degrees taken from 
Univerſities ; nor no Nutturing up in Schools of Learning, as 
hath been in theſe latter dayes; for this hath-all been ſince this 
Power and Spixit of .the Lord Jeſus hath been loſt, and gone from, 
and rebelled againſt, in this Night of: Apoſtacy. -Alſo after this 
whep the Apolile Paz! was called to be a Miniſter, he was calle 
by Vion, and by the Voice of God, and ſent forth by the Com. 
mand of his Word and Power, As 26. 16, and yet he confefled 
himſelf, that he was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught 
according to the perfeR Lay of the Fathers, Afts 22, 3. Yethe 
defires his brethren, to beware of Dogs, beware of evil-workgrs, be. 
ware of the Concifien ; for we are the Circumciſion, which worſbip Gd 
in the Spirit, and rejoyce in ( briſt Teſms, aud have no confidence in the 
fleſh; thaugh I might alſa have a confidence 1n the fleſh « If any ther may 
chinketh chat be bath whereof he might traſt us the fleſh, 1 more. Cir. 
camciſed the eighth day, of the ſtock of 1ſrael, &c,.'But what things 
were garu to me, thoſe Icounted loſs for Chriff.: Tea, donktleſs I count 

all things but droſs for the excellency of the kyowledge of Chrift Jeſnamy 
Lord ; for whom 1 have ſuffered the loſs of all thiwgs,and do coun; thew 
but dung, that 1 may wws Chriſt, and\be fowudan bis," Phil, 3. | 

Here the Apottle clears himſelf concerning his choice, and ſees 
the Vanity of all tranfitory Things ; and..this was 8\fit;Minifter of 
the Eternal Goſpel of Chiiſt, whofarſook andlajd aways his hu- 
mane Knoivledge , and. Leanipg, .and filthy, Wiſdom, and only 
choſe the holy Spirit of the Lard God, the:Croſs'of Chriſt, where- 
by be ſaid he was cracified to the world, and' the world to bins; and 
this is quite contraty to the miniſtration of mens wiſdom before 
mentioned. And ſo this may ſuffice for the firſt particular of the 
Fifth Head, which is their PraQtice, to. wit theit way and means to 
attain to the Miniſtry. 71 | 

The ſecond particular of the PraQice,. is the limiting and bind- 
1ng of People unto their way -and worſhip, by their Laivs and 
Courts, which they call Eccleſiaſtical, with the: ſeveral Degrees 
of Offices to get money from people, and to brig them into bon- 
dage, and keep them in awe and\continnal trouble, in tying & 

_ them upco their Inventions, and. Laws,] which they make for thei 
 owngain and advantage, not leaving poor people to the liberty of 
their Conſciences, and to the freedom of their Spirits, but ms " 
| : them 
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ain to their own advantage, and ſupe- - 


p | MT td ſuch things as 


his gority,- and ia this lordir over poor peoples Eftates, Perſons, and 
6. Conſciences, and yet they call themſelves Goſpel-Miniſters, and 
Nie jg'vords profeſs Chriſt and Chriftianity ; bar this is quite contra- 
led {49 £0 the pratice and example of Chriſt and his Apottles and Mi- 


titers ; for thoſe that he ſent forth, ;»to whatſoever City they went, 
they were to enquire who was worthy, and there to abide till they wen: 
thence. And when you come intoone houſe, ſalute it ; andif the houſe _ 


m. 


p hiworthy, let your poace come uponit 3 but of it be not worthy, let yoar 
b,. BW pace ratnrn to jou ; and whoſoever Jn not recerue you, nor hear your 
2d Wl vrds, when ye depart ont of that Houſe, or City, ſhaks off the duſt of 


be Wl wr feet, Marth. 10. Aark faith thus, And whoſoever ſhall not re- 

ve 30m, nor bear you, ſhaks off the duſt under your feet, for ateſti- 

. i non againſt them ; werily I ſay nuto you, it ſhall be more tolerable 

os for Sodom #»d Gomornah 3» che day of Judgment, then for that City, 
Mark 6. _ + 

nt 


; And again, when be ſent out the Seventy, Th. (econ particutat 
he ſaid unto them, [to whatſoever houſe ye wy rheir ce, 1s 
wer, firſt ſay, Peace be to this houſe; and if binding and limicring 
the Son of Peace be there, your peace ſhall reſt Poop to their Wor- 
Hr . | . 1p, by citing them 
#jon it ; if not, it ſhall return to you again: 1, their Conrts, 
But into whatſoever City ye enter, andthe) re- ' 
crive you not, go your way into the ftreets of the ſame, and ſay, Even 
the duſt of your City, which cleaveth on ws, we do wipe off agarnſ# you ; 
wtiwithſlanding, be ſure of this, 'that' the Kingdom of God ts come - 
nigh unto you ; but I ſay unto you,' it ſhall be more tolerable in the day 
if Tudgment, &c. Luke 10. | 
_ Andaccording to this Command of Chrift, Paw! and Barnabas, 
who were ſeparated by'the Holy Ghoſt for the work of the Mini- 
ity, "when they had preached-the Goſpel among the Jews, and 
witnefled forth Chriſt Jeſus, and his Sufferings, among the Jews 
Who had Crucified him, and #lfo preached him unto the Gentiles, 
| md che" Jeivs contiradidting" Pans Miniſtry ;\ Then Paul avd Barna- 
bis waxetl boll, and ſaid they would turn tothe Gentiles ; for, ſay they, 
fo bath the Look communded us, ſaying, 1 will ſet thee for a Light un«. 
' ro the Gentiles,” that' thou howldefl be my Salvation to the ends of the 
"Earth : but when the Fews heard this, they ſtirred up the devout and 
i= fonorable women, and chief men of the City, and raiſed perſecution 
po | F- 2 againſt 
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:nſt Paul and Barnabas; and expelled them ant of theiniCoafte , buts 
Fa ſus of the duſt of : thetr. fret. againſt thamylayd OT pin 
um, At-I3, 0 £51056 He) 1241 7Sy 20.22 5 
This was: that. which-the Minifters'of Chriſt, thathe ſent forth; 
were to do againſt-thoſe that Would not :eceive: thenfnot to hale 
them to 'Coutcs,-and-punith: their Bodies: and ERates;cand make 
them give them money, ' by their citing of them. ;_ if. they, did nog 
. believe in theu DoRrine, they did not deliver-them vp to the Ci. 
vil Magiltratez to lay. their Laws upon themz»andio:Whipihem, 
- and Scange them, as: the: Chriſtians of theſe; Ages have done, 
both Papilts and Proteſtants; what they cannotdo with-their In- 
quiftions\and Biſhops Counts, they can deliver” them up tothe 
Civil Magilirates,. to their, Racks and Torjures,. and; Hanging, 
and Baniſhment, and Impriſonment. to.Death and this-is the 
way that the Chiiltians of theſe. late. Agevhave pſed;. with-ſuch as 
did not believe in their Do@rine of Darkneſs,” as many thouſands 
of Witnefles.might be iſtanced, that have- bozn/their Teſtimony 
"againkt them, even tothe loſs of theit Lives and-Blood.;, and in 
this they have been like upto the'High-Prieſts,. and Scribes, and, 
Phariſees, 'and manifeſted: .themſe|ves..to be. df. that. (Generation, 
which Chriſt pronounced 1voe-upon, -Thet upon theus.may conye all. . 
the Righteous Blood ſhed upon the Earth, from the Blood of Rughteom 
Abel. Math. 23. > ood 63 mA | 
\ - Butthis was not the way-that Chriſt-taught his. Diſciples to do ;; 
- for he fai& unto them,'"J: 46 1mpofibie "but that. Offences, (ould come,, 
but moe be tothems. by whom they bome ;. ut were better. for bun, that. a 
Milſtone were hanged about his neck, and he caſt into-the. Sea, thin. 
that he {hjonld offendene of , theſe Little anes, Take heed. to your ſelves ; 
if thy/brother treſpaſs.ag aft #het) rebwhke him, jand xfbe, vepents fore, 
greehim ;, \and if :betra{peſongarnlinhte foucent mes wp dapygnd ſer, 
wentimes ina day, ardvivift geit wet (bots [ings 4 repefty Dok 
ſhalt forgive-hins 4 nd thedpoſiter faid iato the: Lord, Lnrregle aur, 
falnh ; andthe Lordſwdsr tf ine hab farth as 8276/94 SU p"6rleths 
7; might (prinngo this SY ereriters\Bectpap pit 1G \FÞe700{ {2 
audi eh 62 Marted dates hes 0, pey ect wo T4KA 12s HAS 
is\th; powelich able Minis Plating and. Warcriog,an 1h, 
Faith oh ah qu dyrnill end onde hav wn Þ ada adurayd ds. 
« Morcovet, he ſaith, if thy brother hall treſpaſs aacif nee, go 
$21 | and 


ENPWTPISCCIRTL I.” YO GR Pr I-55, GE RI Coo ATCC. a - NE CES % 13s ae 


b#* ,-—” ee. v3 


JE] 
x 
Woot 


_ ſhould not ye have.compalſig r Fellow-S, 
, Lord is wrath for theſe things, and will deliveryou unto-the Tore 
. mentors, yp 
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aud tell bims his fault, betweentbee.and him alone :1f be will btar thee; 
thou baf}- gained thy brathqr-; but if he willnot hear thee, take with 


FE hee one.ox two,more, that m thimouth of two or three witneſſes, every 
' word ma) be.eftabhſhed.g\hut if ha ſpall negleth to bear thevs ; tell it wuto. 


theChnrch ; but if he negleth.to. hear tbr Church, Jer:bims be unto: thee 
46 au Heathen man, and # Publican,: Here is.no citing tothe Biſhops 
Ccurt, though he was to be braught. the Church, it:was but to 
ipftruR him, and exhort him, and to ſhew- hio-his fault; and if 


he would nor hear, let him; he 8pgn Heathen, or-as a Publican;; 


ot to deliver him. up to. the;Civil Magilttate,- or tobe cat zinta 
>riſon all his. dayes,..or, to. be Tortured-or Racked: And-when 
Peter heardaheſe Exhprtations of Chritt, he'cameiunts.his Maſter, 


| and laid, Lord, bow fe hall my brother ſv aguinſt ey and I frgit 


him, jill. ſeyen 11mes 2. Jeſus ſaith uno him; \[ ſay not unth thee s;ll foe 
ventimes, but till ſeventy times ſeven ; therefore the K ingdom of God 


g . \ . yo . : n / 
. # likened unto acertam King, which would take an account of his. Ser- 


vants, &c, Matth. 18... | 6” ar 
+ Idefitethe Maſters, and Upholders of the - Courts and Inquiſ- - 


ons, Racks and Fortures, Imptiſoners and Perſecutors,'ito;xead 


the remaining part of this, Chapter, and ſee whether they be not 
the-men that have owed much antothe Lord, and ſinned and tranſ- 


- orefſed againſt him, and had need to crave his Pacience and Mer- 


cy, though they have been'cruel with their Fellow-Servants, and 
have laid violeot hands on them,: and have taken; them by the 
Throat, and ſaid, Pay me the, Debt, .and would not have Patience; 
but caſt into Priſop ;, ſo that, the-Lprd may well-ſay unto them, O 
ye wicked, Servants,.1, Bare :Jou becauſe ,ye,defiredime, and 

{199.00 your Fellow-Se;yants ; ſucely.the 


. Here ye ſee, to uſe Violence and Cruelty, is abſolutely COM 
ry. to.the DoEtrine and Command, of Chriſt, though.ſame bring that 
Ccripture where, Chit ſaith, Go, zato the High-wayes' and! Hedges, 


and Compel them to'come in ,, this Chriſt ſpake When, he. was in ihe 


Houſerof..oneof;.the.chief Phariſees to.gat Bread, and;heexharted 
them-10 ſeveral particulars3.ons of chem was, That .when they 


* Made a Dinner, ora Supper, they (ſhould. not invite their Friends, 
B:ethren, and Kindred,:and Righ Neighbotrs ;- but when they 


mace 


OO VR ER Pt AE Near ona cpa 


"a 


BE - SR 
made a Feaſt they ſhould invite the poor, which coufd not recom< 
penſe them again : and when one of theta that ſate at meat heard 
theſe gracious words that proceeded from him, he ſaid unto him, 
Bleſſed is be that ſhall eat bread in the Kingdom of God ; and then he 
ſpake a Parable unto them, and ſait,' A certain man made a great ſup- 
per,.and inoned many, who made excuſes and did not come ; as you 
may read-in this x4** chapter of Lake. And therefore it was that 
he ſent into the High-wayes and Hedges, becauſe thoſe that were 
bidden,- were not worthy to taſte of his Supper, neither went be 
about ro compel them. And there were great muſtitudes with him; 
and he rurned and ſaid unto them, If any man come tome, and hate 
not bis Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, and Brethren and 
an rs, yea, and his own Life alſo; he cannot be my Diſciple, «Aud 
oforory doth not bear his Croſs, and come after me, cannot be my Diſ- 
e5ple. : 
Feed ehis Scripture they abuſe, and make it a cover for their vio- 
lence and cruelty ; but what is their Supper or Dinner, that people 
can receive, When they have compelled them ? Is it worthy of for- 
ſaking Father and Mother, Wife and Children, Houſe and Lands, - 
and ones own Life ? I trow not, But this is but like the Scribes and 
Phariſees, when they came to Chriſt, and ſaid, hy did bis D;ſci- 
ples tranſgreſs the tradition of the Elders ? in cating with unwaſhen 
hands : But he anſwered/and ſaid, Why do yetranſgreſs the Command- 
wents of God by your Traditions ? In vain do they worſhip me teaching 
for Dottrine the Traditions of men, Matth. 15, 

And this hath been the Do&tine of our Ages laſt paſt, the Tra- 
ditions'of men, and Imaginations and Inventions of men : By this 
they have ho!den yp the Superioriry,according as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
having mens perſons in Admiration- becauſe of advantage, aud fo -_ 
have Lorded over God's Heritage 5 and ſo have kept. his People 
under the weight of Oppreſſion, as the Scribes and Phariſees 01d ; 
binding heavy burdens gtievous'ro be born : Bur this is contrary 
. to Chriſt and his Apoſtſes Do&rine, and' Example ; as hath been 
(hewed already, RA? ag gh | 

Moreover the Apoſile Paul, when he writeth bis ſecond Epiſtle 
to'the Cormthins, chap. 1, and relateth the ſufferings and hardſhips - 
that they had paſſed through, how that they had the ſentence of 
death in themſelves ; he ſaith, Now be which eſtabliſketh us with you 

in 
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”- iu Chriſt, and bath anointed i in God, who bath alſe faaled wa,” and 
given the earneſt of bus Spirit in our hearts ;_ not that we have dom- 
wor over your Faith, but are helpers of your joy ; for by Faith ye fland.. 
Here the Apoſtle did nof bind them, and limit them, nor called 
them to Courts, to keep them under oppreflion and penalty in thofe 
things that were contary to their Faith and Principles,this wascon- 
trary to Pauls praRtice;for when he called the Elders of the Church 
_ of Epheſms unto him, he ſaid unto them, Ye know that from the firſÞ 
dey that 1 came unto you, after what manner I have been with you at all 
: ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord with all buxuility of mind ; and with many 
tears and temptations which befel me, and how I kept hack nothing that 
' Was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you,and have taught you publick- 
ly, end from houſe to bouſe ; teſtifying both to Fews and Greeks, 

' tance towards God,and Faith towards owr Lord Feſus Chriſt. And when 
" he goes on mentioning his ſufferings, be (aith,, None of theſe things 
- wove me, neither connt I my ſelf dtar nnto_my ſelf, ſo that 1 may finſh 

' wY conrſe with joy, and the Miniſtry which { bave received of the Lord 
 Feſus,to flyve Goſpel of the Grace of God , for1 pt 4 rep 

- todeclare unto you the whole connſel of God. 'Takg beed therefore ants 
your ſelves, and to the whole Flock of God, whereof the WY A oc bath: 
wade you Overſeers: and ferd the Church of God, which he hath yur- 
chaſed with his own blood, Aﬀts 20. | 

Here the Apoſtle gives them no Commiſſion to oppreſs or bon- 
dage thoſe that they were Overſeers: over, but to feed them, and 
to watch over them ; For, ſaith he, efrer my departure ſhall grievous 
Wolves enter among you, not ſparing the Flock, Alſo of your own ſelves 
ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things ; therefore watch and remens« 


» KC. ; 
. _ This hath been fulfilled and largly manifeſted ;, Wolves and 
 -Devourers have had a large time fince that day. Alſo the Apoſtle \ 
\. Pecer ſaith thus, The Elders which are among you ] exhbort, who am al... 
. ſo anElder,and a Witneſs of the ſufferings of a brift, and alſo a partaker of 
| the glory that ſhall be revealed, Feed the Flock, f God which ®s among 
you taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint but willingly ; no: for 
' fulthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; nenher at being Lords over Gols he- 
ritage, but being examples to the Flock ; and when the chief Shepherd. 
ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown of | glory tharfadeth not away, 
-:I Per.5. Here is a perfe& Example an Rule for al the Overſeers. 
of the Church of God, Moree. 
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| _ =${oreover; when the Apoltle writes unto his:-S0n-Timethy, he 
Taith; That the end of the Commandment #C harity, out of a Pure 
Heart, and'g goed Conſcience, aud Fauh unfe: gued ; Alſo he exhorts 
hin; E:r/tof all that ſupplications, prayers, and mnttrceſſiont, and-giving 
of thanks be mad: for all men, for Kings, and forall that are un Autho- 
nity, that we may lead a quiet'and praceable life,” in all godlineſs and he- 
urſty'; and ſo he goes on, exhorting this Biſhop ; 'but never bid- 
d:th himſer up Courts, nor bea Lordover Gods Heritage ; 'for he 
Cathy «This i atrur ſaying, ; Tar wan defireth the: Office of a Biſhop, 
hedeſreth a good work, ;, «Biſhop muſt be: blameleſs, 'rbe Husband. of 
one\Wife; vigilant, ſober, of good bebavuonr,'groen to boſpirality, "aprit0 
zeach. 1 believe our:Bifſhops are wanting here, - becauſe they Hire 
and:Imploy.ſo many. pztity Teachers: under them; -but he goes on; 
Not given towine, uno. ſtrikes, \nor greedy of filthy Incre, but patient, 
not-@ brawter,. not-covetons,: (now gaur:Laws and Courts (lignifie the 
contrary:of this) vo; \nINowrreyrofitberng lifted np with Pride; he fall 
into xepoach, andthe fnxrelof. whe: Dev ; + Moreever, be muſt havea 

good:report-of #hoſs thut ave: without,” bolding the myſiery.of Faith in'a. 
_ pare. Confcrenee.g So the' A paler goetizon,:wexhartinge the: Biſhops 
anddDezconsy: that they may know howto bahave'chemfelvesin 

. the Honſe of, God, which is the Church ofthe Living Godly the Ground 
ard Pillar of Truth, . x Tim. 2, 3pchap.} bins wwe wif di 
- -So be goes on, exhotting thenr: hat to Teach and/Preach; and 
how to'order-the Church, in the 4th and 5th:chapters,/:concerning 
ths Elders,. Elder-men,- and | Elder-women, Youbtger-men; and 
Younger-women ;' as alſo Servants ;-he directeth-him how to-go 
by way of -Exhortation'to them all ; and: ſaith, if any mas teach 
. otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſom wards, even.the Words. of , our 
' Lord FeſusChriſt, and tothe Dotrine which # according to Gadli- 
neſs he #:proud;. knowing nothing, dating abont ' Queſtions ;» $0: he: go- 
Ethon;dehorting:them from thoſe things : . Bur chow, O manfe God, 
atch-hey lee theſe. things, and: follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, 
feb late, and.patience, tyethne(s;. fight the good fight tf. F arth, lay 
don Eternal. Lafe, ' wherennto'thou art called, - and haft profeſſed n 

Lavd profeſſion hefo?e many Witnofſes: 1 give thee charge inthe fight of 
all; to qurckne! balls bangs, jantl before Chriſt Jeſus; whi before Pan- 
mus :Pule te wilrfſhd a good vonfaſſion, that thou ketp this Commundment 
withist Yfprty; nurebukpable, aunt the appearing of our Feet ko 
5:51} 13313 +» it +1; 1h; 
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Chrif ; O Timothy, keep that which 5s committed unto thy Traf, 
Here is 2 weighty, and a hard: Charge laid upon Timothy, the 
"then Biſhop and Overſeer of the Church ; buthere is nothing of 
© making of Laws, and ſetting up Courts, and opprefling people, and 
-keeping them in Bondage and Slavery ; for when he writeth his 
-S$:cond Epiſtle to Tinh , heſaith, 24y dearly beloved Son, Grace, 
" Mercy, and Peace from God the Father,and from our Lord Feſms Chriſt, 
| When 1 call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that i in thee, which 
dwelt firſt tn thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and 1 ans 
: perſwaded, that in thee alſo :- Wherafore 1 put thee in remembrance, 

that thou ſtir up the Gift of God which tc in thee, bythe putting on of 
wy hands; for God bath gr mu the ſpirit of fear, but of power,and 
" of love, and of 4 ſound minds : That good thing which was commutted 
- unto thee kgep, by tht Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us + This thou know- 
| Tk that all they which were in Alia be turned away from me ; yet he 
doth not bid bim Arraign-them, nor-call them up to Courts; nor - 
Cite them, nor Excommunicate them, nor caſt them into Priſon ; 
but he exhorts liim to be ſirong i» the Grace that is in Chriſt Feſma ; 
and he layeth down how he ſhould teach the people ; and commit 
'thoſe things he hath heard of him unto faithfull men ; And thou | 
\therefore endure hardineſs, 4s good Soulditr of Feſus Chriſt © And if a A 
man alſo ſtrive for Mattery, yet be is no: Crowned, except he f erin | 
| Lawfully. Conſider what 1 ſay, ſaith he, ayd the Lord give thee an 
"Underſlanding in al things : Study to (hew thy ſelf Approved unto God, 
#8 Workman that needeth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Ward of 
Truth ; but ſhun profane and vain bablings; and ſo he goes 6n ex- 
borting him, ſaying, Flee alſo youthfull Luſts ; but follow Righteouſe 
neſs, Faith, Charity, and Peace with thens that call on the Lord ont of 
'« Pure Heart : But fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid, knowing that 
they gender toStrife ; and the Servant 0 the Lord muſt uot Sirive ; 
"uk be Gentle unto all Men, apt to Teach, Patient ; Inftrulting them 
' that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give them Repentance 
to the acknowledging of the T1 ruth ; aud that they may recover them 
| ſelves out of the Snare of the Devil. 2 Tim. 2. 
” This iscontrary to the Striving and Contention, that hath been 
' by our Biſhops and Deacons, that have profeſſed theſe Scriptures, 
oth Papsſts and Proteſtants; one Striving with Inquihtidys, and 
"JS | G | Racks, 
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Ratks, 8nd Tottares';" the ak Striving and Tetnifying poor peo.- 
ple with their Courts, and Chancellors, and Priſons, and Commiſ./ 
ſaties, and Subordinate Officers not a few; inſomuch, that there 
hath been ſuch a Yoke of Bondage upon'the Necks of the Poor and 
Innocent, that Grievous Groans have aſcended, under it, from 
them unto the Lord :. Bit of this the "Apoſtle was a true Propher 
to his Son Timothy, the then Biſhop and Overſeer of the Churches 
of God : This kyow alſo, ſaith he, that in 1he Laſt Dayes perillug. . 
Times ſhall come : For men ſhall be Lovers of their own Selves, Covetous, 
Boafters, Proud; Blaſphemers; withant natural Aﬀetiion, Falſe Ac. 
cuſers, Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good , Heady, High. minded, 
- Lovers of Pleaſures more then Lovers of God, having a Form of God. 
lineſs, but denying the Power thereof, See here, 1s not this fulfil. 
ed? But the Apolile ſaith unto Timothy, From ſuch turn away ; for 
of this ſort are they which creep into Houſes, and lead Captive ſilly we= 
wen, laden with Sin, aud divers Liſts, ever Learning, and mver able 
to comme to the Knowledge of the Truth, 

And hath not this been our State and Condition in all this 
Night of Apoſtacy ? Have they not crept into Houſes, and called 
them Churches ? And have kept people ever Learning, but they 
never bronght them to the Knowledge of the True Church, nor 
of the True God, And the Apoſtle faith further unto him ; But 
| thou haſt known my Doftrine, manner of Life, Purpoſe, Faith, 
Long- Suffering, Patience, Charity ; Continue thou in the vhings 
that tho haſt Learned, and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of whom 
thou haſt learned them, 2 Tim, 3. 1 charge thee before God, ard 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, and out 
of Seafon, Reprove, Rebukg, with all Long- ſuffering and Deftrine : this 
13 not to uſe Violence, nor Compel, as hath bzen uſed for many 
bundreds of years; tut he biddeth him, Watch in all rhings, en- 
dure Aﬀiitions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, 'make full proof of thy 
Miniſtry, 2 Tim. 4. this was not the full proof of Gain and Ad- 
vantage upon poor Peoples Eſtates and Livelihoods, as hath been 
made cf in theſe late Dayes ; for if that be it, they have done it 
to the utmoſt, & 

Moreover, when he writes unto Titms, his own Son, he ſaith, 
For thus cauſe left I thee at-Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordaiu Elders jn every City, as 1 _ 

; e 
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ed thee + If any man be Blameleſs, 1h Hed of one Wife, having 
Faithfull Children, not accuſed of Riot, or Unruly : for a Biſhop muſt be 
| Blameleſs, 45 the Steward of God ; not Self-willed,” not ſoon Angry, nat 
given to Wine, / 10 Striker, . not given to Filthy Lucre ; but a lover of 
3 Br ſpicaliey a lover of Good Men, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, Temperate, holding 
 \f aft the. Faubfull Word, at he bath been taught, that he may be able by 
». Sound Dettrine, both to exhort and convince the Gainſayers ; for there 
— Are man) naruly and vain Talkgrs, oe, Tit, 1. But ſpeak thou the 
| things that become Sound Doftrine : And ſo he dire him to exhort 
-,the'Aged-men, and Aged-wamen ; Young-men, and Young-wo- 
-. men, and Servants, how they ought to walk.in their, Places, and 
 Callings, that they might all Adorn the Doftrine of God : For the 
- , Grace of .God that bringeth Salvation hath appeared unto all men, Taith 
 he,tcaching us, that denying Kngadlineſs and Worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
 tave Soberly,..and. Godly in this preſent World, looking for the bleſſed 
© Hope, and glorious appearing of the Great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
. Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might Redeem us from all Ini- 
.quity, and Purifie to himſelf a Peculiar People, Zealous of good Works + 
Theſe things ſpeak and exbort, \t, 2, 

This is contrary to the DoAtrine of the Biſhops and Teachers of 
our Dayes, for they do not tutn people to the Grace of God that 
\ . bath appeared to all men, that teacheth to deny Uogodlineſs and 

. Worldly Luſts ; but they ſay we muſt never be redeemed from Ini- 
. Quity, nor never be purged nor purified from Sin while we ate up- 
.on Earth; and then how can we be Peculiar and Zealous of good 
.. Works : for the worſt of People are but Sinners : but ſurely this 

- Which they Preach is another Goſpel. | 
The Apoſtle goes on with his Exhortation to Tit#s,and bids him 
' «Put them in mind to be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers, and to obey 
- . Magiſtrates, and to ſpeak, evil of no man, to be no Brawlers, but gen= 
tle, ſhewing all Meckyeſs unto all men: For we our ſelves, faith he, 
* were ſometimes Fooliſh, Diſobedient,ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, 
livingin Malice and Ewvy, Hatefull, and Hating one another : But 
after that the Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour towards man ap- 
peared, not by Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, but according 
. to bis Mercy he bath ſaved us, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and Re- 
; newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly,throngh Teſus 
Chriſt onr Saviour. Theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, fo 
G 2 ""* - _ 
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they which bave believed in God, might be carefull to maintain Guid - 
Works ; theſe things are profitable unto men, Tit, 3, |. 

Thus ye ſee that theſe Biſhops Timothy and Titss, are far diffe. 
rent both in Doatrine, PraRice, and Example, from the Biſhops 
that have been for ſeveral hundreds of ' years laſt paſt, the Night 
hath been upon them, and comme over them, ſo that they have erred 
from the Faith and DoRine vf the Apoſtles, neither have they re-' 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt. For'T mmothy, who was a Biſhop, Wa$ a man 
that the Apoſtle had much confidence in, and belief of, as he ex. 
preſſeth in ſeveral of his Epiſtles ; for he ſaith to the Corlatbians 
in his Firſt Epiſtle ; Thowgh ye have ten thouſaud Inflrufters in 

' Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers ; for in Chriſt Jeſus I have begot« 
ten you through the Goſptl : Wherefore, I beſeech you, be ye Followers © 
of me. For this cauſe 1 have ſext unto you Timotheus, who t my be» 

loved Son, and faithfull in the Lord, who ſhall bring you into remem. © 
brance of my Wayes which be in Chriſt, as I teach every where inevery - 
Cburch. x Cor. 4. ; 

And again, when the Apoſtle Exhorteth the Phzlippians in his 
Epiſtle, To let nothing be done through Strife, or V ain-glory, but in 
lowlineſs of Mind, let each efteem other better then themſelves, Look, 
»ot every man to his own things, but every man alſo to the things of 
others: And fo he goes on opening the Myſtery of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt ; But, heſaith, / truſt in the Lord Feſus to ſend Timotheus 

ſhortly unto you, that I alſo may be of good comfort when I know your 
State : for 1 have no man like-minded, who will natarally care for your 
State : for all ſcektheir own, not the things that are Feſus Chriſts, but 
Je know the proof of him, that as a Son with a Father, he bath ſerved 
me 11 the Goſpel, him therefore I ſend unto you, &c. Phil, 2, 

And again, when he writeth td the Theſſalomans, he ſaith, Fe 
ſent Timotheus our Brother and Minter of God, and our Fellow La- 

' bourer in the Goſpel of Chriſt,, to EfFabliſh you, and Comfort you con« 
cermng your Faith, x Thefl, 3. 

' » Thus ye ſee that this Timo!benus, who was the Biſhop and Over- 
ſeer of the Church of God in the Apoſtles dayes, was a Faithfull 
Labourer and Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, and much truſted in, and 
approved of by the Apoſtle ; for he laboured with him in the 
| Goſpel, as a Son laboureth with his Father. And it is range that 
the Biſhops that have been in theſe later Ages, ſhould call _ 
ſelves 
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© ſelves by that name, ' ſince they have both derogated from their 
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| | | themſelves a ſupremacy and a {uperionty above others, which they 
| have praRtiſed and Lorded ovet peoples Faith and Conſciences for 


have groaned, and ſuffered even until death, and ſhedding of their 


| Jeſus his Do&rine, Praftice and Example; as alſo all his holy A- 
les after him, for he and they were alwayes ſufferers, as hath 
| 'been ſhewedalready,and as we ſhall ſhei hereafter, But they were 
never Opprefſlors, nor layers of Yoaks and Burdens upon: the Con- 
” ſciences of Men and People ; but they alwayes-preached Liberty 
and Freedom to others, though they ſuffered themſelves; and there 
was their Croſs that they took up, when they followed Chriſt. And 
fo thoſe Church-Governors,as they call themſelves, that have been 


© have no Example neither from Chriſt, nor none of his Apoſtles ; 
 +and ſo let the Blood that they have ſhed for ſo many hundreds of 
years return upon their own heads. Let Babylons Merchants have 
blood to drink, for they are worthy, for they have been made drunk 
"With the blood of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus: ſo the Cup that 
they have given to others, let them have it double ; for they 
learned none oof this from Chriſt, nor from any of his Apo« 
les. | 
For Chriſt when he ſent his Meſſengers, and they entred into 
'a Village of the Samaritans, and they received him not, becauſe 
his face was as though he would go to Fernſalem; and when his 
Diſciples Fames and John ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that 
© we command fire from Heaven, and conſume them, even as Elias did ? 
* But be tarned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not of what manner 
of ſpirits ye are of ; for the Son of Man u not com to deſtroy mens lives, 
* but to ſave them, Like 9. 55> 56. And to ſave mens lives, he laid 
*down his own-Life, and ſhed his own'pretious Blood'; as he ſaith 
'bimſelf. He hath laid down bus Life for bis Sheep, and they ſhall ne- 
wer periſh ; Yea, he hath laid down his Life for his enemies : For 
- the Apoſtle ſaith, Let:every one of us pleaſe his ner1ghbour for hu good 
and edification 3 For even Chriſt pleaſed not hinsſelf, but as ut 35 —_ 
$ , ; % e 


| Doctrine, and Principles, and added what their own dark- minds 
| and inventions would invent ; for in that they have erected unto . 


many hundreds of years together ; under which many thouſands * 


"blood, and inall theſe things, they have quite contradicted Chriſt - 


*Blood-ſhedders, that have been Oppreſfors ag Perſecutors, they 
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The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell upon me, Wherefore re: - 
ceive ye one another, as Chriſt alſorecerved ms, to the glory of God, 
Rom. IF. ; T 
Apd ag4in,:the Apoſtle ſaith, Al things are in Gad-who hath re. 
conciled 9 unto himſelf, by Teſs Chriſt ; and bath given'to wu the Mi- 
miſtry of Reconciliation ; to wit, That God:was in Chriſt reconciling 
' the world to himſelf, not :neputing thetr tre$þaſſes unto them + and bath- 
committed unto us the Word of Reconculiation. Now they, we are Ems 
baſſadors for Chriſt ; - as though'God did beſerch you by 11, we pray-y0u ts 
Chriſts tead, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor, F. Ape Ph 
Here is no violence nor cruelty uſed;neither bondages nor ſnares 
laid upoty mens Conſciences ; for the Apoſtle ſaith, Grve 20 offence 
in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed ; but in all things appro- 
wing our ſelves asthe Miniſtcrs of God : Inimmch Patience, in Aﬀtibli. 
ons, 1n Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, un Stripes and Impriſouments, in Tu- 
 mults, in Labotrs, in Watchings, un Faſtings ; by Pureneſs, by Know- 
ledge, by Long-ſuf fv , by Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt , by Love un- 
feigned, bythe Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the Armour of 


Reghteouſneſs, onthe Right Hand, and onthe Left ; by. Honour aud 


Duſhononr ; by Evil-report, and- Good-report ; as Deceivers, and-ytt 
Tru: 345 Unkyown,and yet Well-known ; as Dying ,and behold we Live, 
& Chaſtened, and not Killed; as Sorrowful,and yet alwayes Rejoycing ; as 
Poor, and yet making many Rich ; as having Nothing, yet poſſeſſing All 
things; 2 Cor. 6. 
Here is a Miniftry of God indeed, which is quite oppoſite and 
' contrary to what hath been ſet up, and -praRiiſed inthe Chriſtian 
-world. Alſo read 2 Cor, 11. andiikewiſe in Chap, 4. the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Therefore, ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have recerved 
*- mercy we faint not : For if our Goſpel be hid, it ts hid to them that are 
: loft ; in whom the God. 'sf thus world bath blinded the minds of them 
"that believe not, left the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ,who ts the 
Image of God, ſhowld ſhine unto them. 
And this Goſpel hath been hid all chis time of darkneſs, for the 
/ god of the World, hath blinded the minds of all that have not be- 
lieved in the Light of the glorious Goſpel ; and ſo they have been 
' Joſtfrom it, and kept from 1t, by the Miniſters of darkneſs, who 
have preached the divination of their own brain, and not from the 
Light of the Lord, But the Apoſtle ſaith, - We preach not ourſelves, 


but 
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Gt Chrift- Teſs the Lord, and onr ſelves your ſervants for Feſwa ſake, 
— |; | ' 1 , 

theſe are not Lord-Biſhops, nor Pope-Holineſs.) for, ſath he, 
God who commanded light to ſhine ont of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
Frarts, to give F7) the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God, inthe 
face of Feſmus Chriſt. For we have this Treaſury in earthen Veſſels, that 
the excellency of the Power may be of God, and not of w2 : For we are 
"troubled 0n every fide, yet not diſtreſied.; we are perplexed, but not in de- 


g 
b- WW far; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down,but not deſtroyed ; always 


"braring abo#t 11 our body the ing of our Lord Feſus ( hriſt, that the 
WW Life of Chriſt might be manifeſted in our body : for we who live are al- 
 wayes delivered unto death for Feſus ſake, that the life of Feſwa might be 
| made manifeſt in our mortal fleſh; fo that death worketh in ua, but life 
# Jon, 
R Thus the Apoſtles laboured in the work of the Miniſtry, even 
"ander cruel ſufferings ; which Goſpel, it may well be ſaid, hath 
been hid ; for the Goſpel that hath been preached fince the Apo. 
Racy, hath laid Oppreſſions and Sufferings upon others, and they 
| themſelves have Ruled and Lorded over Peoples Conſciences:but 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaid, 1 Panl am made a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that 
i preached to every Creatare under heaven ; now rejoyce 1n my ſuffer- 
tngs for you, and fill up that which ts behind of the affliftions of Chriſt, in 
#1) fleſh, for his Bodies ſake, which ts the Church : whereof I am made 
#8 Mmſter, according to the diſpenſation of God, which # given to me 
for you, to fulfil theWord of God, Col. x. | 
* But this Miniftry and Miniftration hath been loſt, and the 


d WM Church for which the Apoltle ſuffered, hath been in the Wilder- 
1 WM neſs; andif there was any ſmall Appearance or Teſtimony of Je- 
e W fus Chriſtin any, ſuch have ſuffered Opprefſions, and Hardſhips, 
i W and much Detriment, from ſuch as were the Profefſed Miniſtry, 
e W So theſe Scriptures, with many more, which might be mentioned, 
- 
; 


"thew the contrariety between the Miniſters of the Goſpel in the 


| Apoſtles Dayezs, and the Profeſſed Minifiry that hath been fince 
| the Apoſtles Dayes, in the Apoſtacy : And as ghe Supremacy, and 
> IW Supzriority hath been contrary to the Apoſtles Way, and Manner, 
-and Order, in laying Oppreſfſions and Burthens upon the People : 
ſo alſo they have been contrary, and oppoſite to Chriſt and the Apo- 
ſtles Dorine, Practice, and Example, in not preeching Liberty 


- and Freedom 40 the Spirits in Priſon ; for Chriſt Jeſus,. who _ 
Jobs 
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3 16" ic Anointing of God, Preacheth Glad Tidings t6 the Poor, Liberty 
, to Captives ; his Commiſſion that he:gave to his Diſciples was, to 
Preach the Goſpel to all Nations, to every Creature, | 
' - And he ſaid-to thoſe that believed in him, If ye continue in thy' 
Truth, the Truth will make 2 free, John 8. And the Apoſtle con- 
| feſſeth, That the Law of the Spirit of Life had made bim free from 
the Law of Sin and Death, Rom, 8. And the Apoſtle ſaith, when he 
' was ſpeaking of the Miniftration of the Law, and the Goſpel ; 
When Moſes # read, the Vail is over the Heart : Nevertheleſs, when 
it ſhall turn to the Lord, the Vail ſhall be taken away: Now the Lord 
is that Spirit, and where the Spiryy of the Lord i, there is Liberty, 
2 Cor. 3. And ſo this is that Subltance the Apoſtle Preacheth 
from, and Preached to the Spirit of the Lotd that takes away the 
Vail, and giveth Liberty, and Redeemeth from under the Power 
-of Darkneſs, and from the Bondage of Corruption ; and therefore 
they did not ſet themſelves to Rule over- mensFaith, or to lord 
over their Conſciences, but they endeavour Rill to be made mani- 
feſt unto every ones Conſcience in the fight of God ; But we have, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Renounced the hidden things of Diſhoneſty, not walks 
ing in Craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God decenfully; but by 
Manifeitation of the Trath, q—_—_— our ſelves to every mans Con. 
ſcience in the ſight of God, 2 Cor. 4. Knowing therefore the Terronys - 
of the Lord, we perſwade men, but we are made manifeft anto God, 
and I truft alſo are made manifſeit in your Canſciences, 

So here the Apoſtle preached to Gods Witneſs in Peoples Con< 
ſciences, and that anſwered to them again, and they were made 
manifeſt to that ; and therefore did the Apoſtle Fob» ſay, That they 
needed not any manto Teach them, but 4s the ſame Anomnting teacheth 
them ,which us Truth,and t no Lye: And ſo this is uplimited;neither 

doth the Apoſtle limit this, when they were gathered into the Eter- 

pal Spirit, and all drank into one Spirit, and all baptized into one 

Body, by one Spirit ; he told them they might all propheſie 

one by one ; and that though they were many Members, yet they 

were one Breadand one Body, and every Member of the Body 

' had its ſeveral Office ; the Head did not ſay to the Feet, I have no 
need of you. 

. Now concerning Spiritual Gifts, Brethrey, I would not have you ig- 

worant, there are diverſity of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit ; and there are 

| 5 ; | differences 
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EST, 1 
ferences of: ; Admmiſirations, \ &bie ſame Lord $: and there are dis 4 
unfriesof Operations, Lut the ſane od which worketh alin all; but. 
the mavifeſtatian of . the Spirit # grven to tvery man to profit withal ,, 

For (6. 0n7 v6. given by the ſame Spiris the Word of Wiſdom, to another 

the Hord of Knowledge; .by the ſame Spirit ; to another Fauh, bythe 

fave Spirit 31 fa another the Gift of\ Healing, by the ſame Spirit ; to 

another the working of Miracles, by the ſame Spirit ; to another Pro. 

pheſie, to another Diſcerning of Spirits, to another divers kinds of 

Tongues, to another interpretation of Tongues : But all theſe worket 

that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividingito every man ſeverally as he 

will: ; For 4s the Body 46 one,. aud, hath. many . Members, and aff the 

Membirs of that one Body, being many are one Body ,; ſo alſo. Chrift, 

For by one Spirit we are all Baptiſed into one Body,'whether we be Fews 

a Gentsles whether we be Bond or Free, and have been all made to drink, 

in4'0ne Spirit 3-for the Body 46 not one Member, but many, x Cor. 12, 

And.ſo che ApoRtlegoes onto. the.end of the Chapter. diſcourfing 

of - the ſeveral Gifts, all givep by one Spitir. 

. So here is no binding nor limiting, nor Supremacy one over ano= 

ther 3- not to fit Judges one of another, but every one to waitin 
their-ſeveral Gifts of the Spirit given unto them. to profit withal : 


For I ſay; faith the ApoRile, through the Grace of God given unto mey 


to every man that © ig - You, not torhink, of himſelf more Highly 


then be onght to think, but to think, ſoberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the meaſure of Faith : For as we are many Members 
in one Body and all Members have not the ſame Office ; ſo we being ma- 
uy are one Body in Chraſh, and every one Members one of another, Hg- 
vingthen Gifts, differing according to the Grace that is given us,whether 
Propheſie, let us propheſie according to the proportion of Fauh ; or Mi- 
wſty, let us wait in our miniſtring ; or be that teacheth, .on Teaching z 
or be that exhorteth, on Exhortation ; hethat giveth, let him doit wth 
fmplicity.; he that rulath, with diligence ; beghet ſheweth Mercy, with 
chearfulneſs ; let Love.be be without di ſſtmulation ; abhar that which is 
/ pvil, cleave to-thatwhich & good. And thus the Apoſile goeth on with 
*pracious Exhortations, Roms. 12. to the end of the Chapter, not 
'pteferring one before another, but every one to abide and Wait 1n 
their Gifts. 
Alſo, when: he writeth unto the Epbeſa»s, he writeth thus, 7 
therefore the Priſoner of the Lord beſeech you, walk, worthy of the voca- 
L H | 
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| . C9) | | 
tor #herewith ye art calet; wich all lowlineſe und meekneſs, with long. 
ſuffering, frbeaving ene mother In Love, endravanring ro keeprhe any 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace + There ws one Body, and one Spirit, 
cus is ye are called'in one Hope of your Calling one Bord, onePaith, one 
Baptifme, one'God, and ont F ather of al, "who 16 above all, and through 
Ml, and in you alt, Epheſ. 4. And in this Chapter he alſo goes on in 
| opening of the manifeſtation of the Gift of the Spirit of God, and 
in holy Admonitions, even to the end of the was 2h, Which Gift, 
he faith, * given for the Work of the Miniſtry, for rhe perfelting of the 
Saints, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, © + I8 
-- And this Do&rine abd Minifiry is contrary. to thoſe- Miniſters 
which Have been 6f late, that limit” and bind under their Power, 
which Power is contrary tothe Power of God, and his Spitic, as 
they thetſelves will confeſs; for they cannot ſay they have the 
ſame Power and Spiritthat the ApoſMieshad,''and yet they -iofli& 
Puniſhments; and lay Oppreffions, and Burthens, and Bondages by 
their Laws, upon thoſe that do notfollow and obey their DoCtrine 
and PraRices, which is quite contrary to Chiiſt and his Apoſtles : 
For there is but two Wayes, Truth and Error, Light and Darkneſs, 
So let the wiſe and honeſt in heart judge what # condition the 
Saints of God ure in, while this Power of Darkneſs Ryleth. And 
thus much for the Second Particular of their Practice, which is 
Binding and Limiting;and keeping in Bondage thoſe that are under 
their Power. | 
The Third Particular of their Praftice is, That they upbold and 
catry on many of theſe Praftices before-mentioned, by cauſing 
People to Swear in their Courts, or upon any other occaſion, what 
they like, and preach up Swearing, and allow of it, and hold it up 
in all'occafions whatſoever. . 
" "And in this they are abſolute Breakers of the ſpecial Command 
of Jeſis Chit, -and alſo out of the Doctrine and PraRice of 
Chiif. and his Apoſtles, and contrary to their Teſtimony : For 
Chriſt Jeſus when he was in bis Sermon on the Monnt; and was re- 
hearing the Heads of the Law, as we faid before, he mentioned 
this alſo again, Ye have beard that it hath been ſaid to them of old 
time, Thou ſhalt nat Forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the Lord 
thine Oathes ; but 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all, Matth. 5. Now 
Chriſt being the fulfifling of the Law, and the end of the Law, - 
kane 


Py 940i; may Ace wv? bp es LP os weld 


© . . -- TO 

the Apolile ſaith, for Righteouſneſs ; and deing that one Offering, 
that hath been offered up once for all,- in which he ſaid, Lo 7 come 
jedo thy wil © God, he hath taken away the Firſt, that he might eſta» 


at} 
gver he ſat down-at the right hand of - Gad, expeRing his Enemies 
in If to become his Foot-Rtool. And the ſame Apolile ſaith, when het 


he ere under'the Laiv, were wade without an Oath ; but thi with au 
Path, by bums that ſaid unto him, The Lord (ware, and will not rt- 
is WW port, Thown art a Prieft for ever after the Order of Melchiledec, &c, 
- W Hebr. 7. | | 
as MW: So this is he that is the Oath of God, 
he I god \the Promiſe. of, God, | the Subſtance 
& WW and. Performance. of all that-+ God. ſwore 
y WM and promiſed unto Abrabaw, and unto his - Sware, contrary to 
1& I Sced for ever; this the Apoſtle makes very Chriſts and the Apo» 
;: clear: in the foregoing Chapter ;" where he =o hr Trot Be _ 
faith, #hen God made a Promiſe to Abra- ? | ; 


The Third Pazticular 
of their Practice, 1h 
cauſing People: -to 


ſwing, Surely, in bleſſing 1 will bleſs thee, and 1» mulnptying 1 will 
wwltiply thee : And ſo after he had patiently #xdnred, be obtained the 
Promuſe. Wherem God willing more 4 | ty to ſhew Kanto the Hers 
of Promuſe, the. [mmitability of bis Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, 
that by two 1mnmtable things, in which it was impoſſible for God ta Lyey 
we wight bave a frong conſolation, who:bave / an for refuge tolay hald 
on the Hope ſet before s: which Hope we have as an Anchor of the 
Soul both ſure and ftedfaſt, which emtereth into that within the Vail, 
whither the Fore-runner ts for us entered, even Jeſus, made an High= 
d I Pricft for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec. Hebr. 6; x 


1d BY fpcakiog of his Prieſthood ; And in 4 much as not without au Oath. 
fr, WM be was made a Prieft : For, ſaith he, thoſe Prieſts, to wit, thoſe that | 


ham, becanſe he could. Sware by ne greater, he Swore by Himſelf, 


3d ve 


þlich the Second, and hen he had offered one Sacrifice for Sin, for 


f WW Surely allwill confeſsthat thisishe whom God the Father pro- . 


r WM miſed unto Abrabaw by an Oath, as alſo of wham David ſaid, The 
- WW Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent, T hou art aPrieft for ever after 
d WW the Order of Melchiſedec. :Fheſe are the two Immutable things, 
4 IF which the Apoſtle ſaith-here, in which God ſhews the immurability 
of his Counſel, which both here meet in Chriſt Jeſus, the Sum ard 
Subſtance of all : For ſurely he 13 the Seed which God'promilſed to 
Abrahams, if ee will believe the — + 3, 16, \Alſo _ 
2 tnat 


(607) 
that Prieſt that-is for ever, that ever liveth to make interceffion for 
us, and this/is he that the Apolile ſaith, Ar bis Name every Kyes 
ſhall bow, and\every Tongue confeſs. Then, I fay, let all Mouthes he 
fopt, 'in ſpeaking #gtinſt him, and oppoſing of him, whohath ſaid, 
But I ſay untoyol, Swear not at all, he that is the*Sum atd the Suh. 
Rance, and the Performance of all that God hath Sworn; an& hath 
putan-end to the Law, under which Oathes and Swearing was al. 
lowed ; he had full Power as well to put an end to Oaths,as he had 
; to put an end to the Sabbath : For, he (aid;#he Son of Man is Lordof 

| the Sabbath, which was'ons of the Ten Words, and Swearins'wag 
none of them : And ſurely thoſe :thatdiſobey' Chriſt Jeſus his Com. 
mands, who is the Sum and Subſtance of Gods Oaths, and the 
fulfilling and end of the whole Law ; ſurely they blaſpheme again 
that Holy One. For the- Apoſtle faid, Ho thaz deſpiſe Moſes Law, 
died without Mercy.under two ar three Witneſſes ; how much more ſorey 
puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye,” ſhall be thoaght worthy for thems who havq trod.. 
den under foot the Sou of God, &c. Hebr. 10, | 
. All thoſe that are Fighters againſt God, and Holders up of 
Swearing, againſt Chriſts -Command, they -will. find Jr. 2 fearful 
thing tofall mntothe Hayils of the [nving Gd. But:they have three 
Objeftrons > Firſt, That God Swore::Secondly, That the Angel 
Swore + Thirdly, That the Apoſtle ſaith, Men verily Swear by the 
Greater, and an Qath far Confirmation ts to them an end of all Strife, 
: \ Inanſwer. to:theſe three;;” Firſt; For what the Lord bath Sworn 
concerning Chrift,, itis already proved; and fulfilfed in+Chriſt', 
butiitis ſaid in 7/45; where-the Lozd by bis Prophet -was' ſpeak- 
10g that Z/ra-/ ſhould be-ſaved;; and he faith, Look, wnto me and be 
ſaved all ye Ends of the Earth, for Tam God, and there is none eife : 1 
have Sworn by my ſelf, the Ward is gone ont of my Month in Righteonſ- 
xeſs that to me. every Knee fall bow,, tvery Tongue ſhall ſwear, \ \ 
.  Now:ths Apoſtle! Pas/tehearſeth theſe: words again,. when he 
writ unto tie Philippians, where he ſaith, 1f there be any Conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 
any Bowls and Merc.es, fnlfil ye my Foy; and let the ſame mind be 
yong|wbich waralſe m:Chriſt Feſus, who being inthe Form of God, &c. 
W here:herebearftth] the Humility of Chrifteven to. Death upon - 
his/Crofe,: in whichihe became''a Saviour, as the Lord by his Pro- 
phet ſaid," Ezen to the Ends of the Earth 1 Wherefore, ſaith-the 4 
rs : ©, 


ay ng CORDS I ts hy 2 


time? 
name; That at. the Name of Feſws (that fignifieth a Saviour) every 
K net ſhall bow, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth,axd things un- 
der'the Earth 5 and that every Tongue ſhall confeſs that Teſus Chriſt u © 
Lord, tothe Glory of the' Father, Ptfilip, 2, * += | 
+ So here the Apoltle hath otnicted thoſe words, Every Tongue ſhall 
Swear, and ſaith Every Tongue ſhall Confeſs, as a Faithfull Witneſs; 
and an Obedient Servant of Chriſt Jeſus, whom he ſaith is the 
Lord, who hith ſaid, Swear net at «ll. Now fince that the Apoltle,as 
2 Witneſs of Chriftianity,” and ' an Obeyer of Chrifſts Commands, 
hath left our the word Swear, and hath pur pry » ACcor- 
ding to Chrifts own Words, who ſaid, He that confeſſeth me befors 
men, him will I conſeſs before my Father which # in Heavens, Now 
fince that Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left us this Example ; who 
faith not, Swear before men, but, Confeſs before men ; who are, they 
that dare Oppoſe and Gainſay Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles, under 
2a colour of what the Law ſaith, and what the Prophet ſaith, and 
that the Angel Swore ; Bur, as the Apoſtle ſaith, unto which of the 
Angels ſaid he at any time, Thow art my Son? Who ſaid, Swear net at 
all, Whenhe bringeth his Firft-begotten into the World, heraith; 
And let all the Angels worſhip him; and of the Angels he ſaith, #ho 


 maketh bis Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters a Flame of Fire; the 


Angels are his Meflengers and Servants,as may be read in the Re- 


'velations, And what hath any one todo, tobring that where the 


Angel Swore by him that -liveth for ever and ever, that, Time 
fhould be no longer, 'whenihe was upon his Meflage and'Service, 
which the Lord ſent him about ? What isthis ro:men> that havethe 


| Command of the Son of God upon them ? -who hath ſaid, Swear not 


at all, Unto which of the Angels ſaid heat any time, S:rthow on my 
right hand, until I maky thine-Enemies thy Foot: ſtool? But unto the 
Sonihe ſaith, Thy Throne O God ts for ever and ever, a Sceipter of 


Righteouſneſs i the Scepter of thy Kingdows, Let all ſuch as'contend 
. with the Almighty in this matter, read Hebr; 1, and ſee hoiy they 


can anſver him there. 


And as for that where the Apoſtle ſaith, An Oath is for an mrd-of 
Strife : this he ſaith, wher he ſpeaketh of 'the Afluranc? of 'the 
Oath of God, he bringeth a Compariſon of them that Swore, when 


Swearing was lawful under the Law; For wen,ſaith he,Swear by the 
: | greater, 
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”. file, God bath highly exalted him, and given him a Name about every © © 


M2 (: 62+) | So 
greatrr,nd an Oath for confirmation,ss to them an exd of all ftrife, Now 
there is none have the reaſon of a -man, but they may ſee the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of ſuch as did uſe Swearing, becauſe he ſaid, An 
Oath for confirmation, was to then an eud of all ſtrife ; and (6 it wag 
under the Law ; but Oaths for ending of Rtife: were: never uſed = 
among the Chriſtians, for Chriſt had commanded to the contrary ; 
and-the Apoſtle manifeſted the contrary, when he wrote to the Ph f. 
lippian, 28 is proved before. | C | 

Moreover the Apoſile Fares, who wrate to the twelye Tribes 
ſcattered up and down, who were they that had the Eaw, that en- 
joyned Swearing, and under which they praiſed ſwearing, for a 
confirmation, and an end of fitife, as the Apoſtle ſaith before, 
even to them the Apoſtle James, when he writes to-them of the (uf- 
fering of affliion, that they ſhould be as examplesto endure, he 
ſaith,  Yehave beard of the patience of Job; and have ſern the end 
of the Lord, that be « very pittifal and tender of mercy ; but above 
«ll things {atth he, my Brethren, Swear not ; netther by Heaven, nei- 
ther by Earth, netther by any other Oath : but let your yea, be yea ;, and 
Jour 143; 149 ; leſt ye fall into condemnation, Jam. 5. 

Andints this fate of condemnation,are the Feachers and Lead. 
ers of our Apt fallen, who are- not only Sweaters, but Teachers, 
Upholders, and Forcers to, Sware, and-preach it up for Doctrine to. 
Swear, and in this oppoſe and gain-fay Chri Jeſus, and all his Apos 
files, and all that bear teſtimony to his Name, and Truth, and 
Word, and obey his Command ; ſuch ſuffer by them, and under 
them, and if they bring them into their Courts for avy thing, be= 
caufe they cannot pay them Tythes, or becauſe they cannot pay 
them Steeple-houſe Dues, and Eafter:Reckonings, when they have 
ſued them, except they will Swear, they cannot put in their An= 
ſwers : and then they get out Writs, and caſt them into Priſon. 
And thus they that -profeſs themſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and the-Goſpel make havock of his Flock : But ſurely he will come 
and ſeek his Sheep, ' and fearch them aur. And thus much for the 
third Particular of their praRtice, which is their cauſing People to 
Soars i.) ett ef | 

+ 'The fourth Particular that they” praQiiſe without ground from . 
Scripture, is Spripkling -Infants with water, vpon their _ and 

| aces, 


- ox his Apoltles did the Tike with Infants. ' 
- - Tt is true, there was broughe unto Chriſt Little Children, that he 
| ſhould puthis hands on them and pray ; and he laid his hands on 
them, but his Diſciples rebuked them ;z but Jeſus ſaid, S»fer /it- 
tle Children, and forbid thens not to come to me, for of ſuch ts the King. 
 domof Heaven, Matth. 19, Now Mark ſaith, That be took thens 
' whinhbi Armes, and put his hands upon them, and bleſſed them, Maik 
10, And Lake ſaith, They brought unto him Infants, rhat be might 
touch them ; but when his Diſciples ſaw, they rebuked them , bur Fen 
ſus was diſpleaſed with them, and ſaid , Suffer little Children to come 


nate me and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the —_— of God. Ve- © 
s 


.rily I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God a4 @ 
little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter therein, Luke 18, # 
Now by all theſe Scriptures it doth appear, ; 

that little Childrey were nearer the King- The fourth particular 

' dom of God, and readier for the Kingdomrof Sprinkling SFinfznrs 
God than any others ; for Chriſt ſaith ſeveral without ground from: 

' times, Whoſpever will enter into the Kingdom of Scriprure, 

God, muſt be. as a little Child, Soby all theſe 


+ Scriptures we may ſee that he ownes little Children. above alt-. 


others. Now how it cometh that-they throw water upon them, to- 
vive an addition to that Innocent ſtate while they are Infants, this 
ts certainly an Invention and an Imagination of their ovn,for there 
ts nothing in Scripture for it, 

Indeed Fobs the Baptiſt, who was ſent before Chriſt to preach the 
- Baptiſme of repentance, he baptized thoſe that received his Do- 
Arine with water in Forday, but we do not find that he put Infants 
in; that was not according to his Doctrine which was Repentance; 
for Infants were not capable to repent. And when the Jewes ſent 


the Prieſts and Levites to enquire of Fob» what he was; they ask- 


ed, Why be baptized, if be was not the Chriſt, neither Elias, nor that 
Prophet ?-Fobn a»ſwered them, ſaying, I indeed baptize with water un- 
forepentance ; but there flandeth one among you, whomye know not, he 
It is who cometh after me, and us preferred before me, whoſe ſhoes latchet 
1 ans not worthy to unlooſe.T his was beyond Fordan whereFobn was bap- 
tizi»g. Saith be, avd 1 knew bins not ; but he that ſent me to baptize- 
with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the _ 

$- 
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a 4.» aa RI By 
Jeſcending and remamng on bim,the ſame is be that baptizeth with thy - 
Holy Ghoſt, John x. And Matthew ſaith, In thoſe dayes came Fobs 
the Baptiſt, preaching 1# the wilderneſs of Fudea, and ſaid, Rep, for 
the Kingdom of God us at hand, &c. I indeed baptize = with water un. 
#0 Repentance 3 but be that comnth after me ts mightier than I, whoſe 
ſhoots Þ ani not worthyto bear 3 be ſhall baptiz.e you withthe Holy Ghoſt 
und with fire, Mat. 3, X28 | | 
Aris \aid, in Jobs 3. After that Chiiſt had been preaching and 
ſpeaking to-Nichodemns,and had been preaching the Light to bim, 
char he and his Diſciples came to Fades, and there he tarcied with 
them and baptized, and the diſciples of John and ſome of the Fewer 
were at difference about Purifying, and-they. came to Jobxand 
ſaid, He that thow bore witneſs of, baptizeth ; John anſwered and {aid, 
Te your ſelves bear me witneſs, that I ſaid, I am not the (hrift, but 1 
an ſent before him ; he muſt increaſe, but 1 muſt decreaſe, When Jeſu 
therefore knew that the Phariſees heard that he baptized and made Diſ- 
ciples more then Fohn, though Feſus himſelf bapurzed not, but his Dife 
cxples.;-:be left Tudea, and departed, John'4. | 
; Alſo when Jobs was preaching and baptizing, and preaching e- 
?ntance and remiſſion of ſins," then cometh Jeſus from'Gal:lee to 
Fordan,uunto Fobn, to be baptized of him, Sur Fohn forbad him: [ay- 
1ng," 1 have more need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thiu tome? 
and Feſus anſwering,- ſaid, . Suffer-it to be ſo naw, for thus it becometh 
ns to fulfill all righteouſneſs. And Jeſus when he was baptized went up 
fra ghtway out of the water, and the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he ſaw-the Spirit of God deſcending liks a Dove, and lighted uppn bim, 
and a voice came from heaven, ſaying, T his ts.my beloved Son, in whons 
1 am wellpleaſed, Mat. 3.. - T - 
This is the main Scripture that the Bapri/{s build upon, for their 
Water-Bapriſm ; and here. 1s a-ſecret-in this, which they never 
came to ſee : For Jehn ſaith, :1 knew him not, but that be ſhould be 
wade manifeſt to 1ſracl; therefore am. 1 cone baptizing with water, 
And Fohn bare record, ſaying, I ſaw the Spirit deſcending from bea- 
wen, like a Dove, and it abode upon him, and I knew him not, Now 
how do the Baptiſts know him? And the end wherefore he went in- 
to-the water, tince that F.h» did not know it, nor would not have 
bad him'to have done {o, who was.a man ſent of God to Baptize 
with watez, till be ſaid it was to fulfill all Righteouſneſs ; pd) 
$6 wor 
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ord was hid from Fob», as he afterwards ſaith, but that he ſhould 


«made manifeſt to {ſra:l, therefore he came baptizing with wa- 
#, And ſo afterwards ivhen Chriſt was teaching Nichodemns, 
hen be told him, That thoſe that were to enter into the Kingdom © 
(God, muſt be born of the water of the Spji= _ ; 
© Theſe things were ſtrange unto him, but Kc I _ 
us ſaid, We ſprak what we know, and teſtify En En” 
hat we bave ſten,and ye believe not our teſtimo- | 
ge 1f [have told you earthly things, and je beligue them not, how ſhall 
believe if I tell you of heavenly things ? | ES: ; 
To the ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle ſaith, There are three that bear 
word inthe Earth 5 the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, and theſe 
lree apree inone, IT John 5. It were good for the Baptiſts to know 
is Water, and this Baptiſm, and this Spirit, by which they might 
zborn again ; and to-know the waſhing of the Regeneration, and 
tenewing of the Holy Ghoſt : For this was the Waſhing and Wa- 
qthatthe Saints were waſhed with ; They were made clean through 
# Word, by the waſhing of the water of the Word, Epheſ. 5,, 
Now for the Bapriſts to ſtand waſhing with outward Water, which 
tþ» baptized with, who was before Chriſt, which was a Figure of 
et invard waſhing, and cleanſing, and purging, as the Apoſtle 
ter ſaith, the ſame, when he is ſpeaking of Noah's preaching 
hile he made the Ark, wherein few, that 1s, eight perſons were 
wed by Water ; The like fignre, ſaith he, whereanto even Baptiſns 
ith. now ſave 3 not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the an- 
'e of a good Conſcrence towards God, by the Reſurreftion of Feſus 
rt, x Pet. 3. 21. Whoſe Blood, and the Water, and Spirit, 
hich he Baptizeth with, is the trye and' only Bapriſm, For Fob» 
nſelf ſaith, He muſt decreaſe, and Chrift muſt increaſe; ard 
xt them to ſtand waſhing here with outward water,and their hearts 
d Conſciences defiled and polluted, this will be of little value 
them ; for Fohn, who was a man ſent of God, and bore a true 
itneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, yet after he was caſt into Priſon, he ſent 
is diſciples to ask, Art thog he, or do we look for arother ? He was 
rbeyond the Anabapriſts. So it concerneth them to queſtion their 
ite and condition ; For they that look at the outward element of + 
Water to be the Baptiſm, they are far from the real and true waſh- 


po, and from that Baptiſm that baptizeth into the body, 
4 SB: 6 | When 
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' faid unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed ? 


they ſaid, We have not ſo much as heard whether thert be a Holy Ghoſt; 
be ſaid uno them, Unto what thes were ye baptized ? they ſaid, Kits 
John's Baptiſm. Paul ſaid, John Baptized: with the Baptiſm of Re 
pentance,and that they ſhould believe on him that was to come after bim, 


that #5, in Chriſt Teſus. Then they were Baptized in the Name of the 


Lord Feſus : And when Paul had laid bus bands upon them, the Holy 
Ghoſt came wpon them, and they ſpake with Tongues, and Propheſicd, 
Acts 19, . 

So here. is the true and only Baptiſm, the Power and Spirit of 
Chiiſt Jeſus, which, as Fob» (aid, ſhall increaſe; whois that Li- 
ving Fountain, that if any man be athirſt, they may come anto him 
and drink. And this was ſpoken of the pouripgs forth of his Spirit; 
and with this Spirit were they Baptized, while. Peter was ſpeaking 
unto them, when the Holy Gholt fell upon them, and they ſpake 
with Tongues. And they of the Circumciſion which believed were 
aſtonied, and came to Peter, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the 
Gentiles, But Peter anſwered, Can awy man forbid Water, that they 
ſhould not be baptized, who have received the Holy Ghoſt p So he'com-" 
manded them to be 2 Hg in the Name of the Lord Feſms, and ſathey: 
were nnited into the Body, and uito the Chriſtian Faith ; and into the 
Unity, as well as the Fewes. | | 

And by this Spirit did Chriſt ſend forth his Diſciples, to go teach 
and Baptize all Nations, Afts2.38, 41, And this is not an outward 
Element of Water, neither.is this poured only upon Infants, but 
upon all that are athirſt, And this is that one Baptiſm which the 
Apoſtle mentioneth, in Ephef. 4. where he ſaith, There © one Bo- 
dy, and one Spirit ; one Lord, and one Faith ; one Baptiſns, ove God and 
Father of all : So as there ts but one Lord, aud one God,and one Faith, 
and one Spirit, and one Body , ſo thete is but one Baptiſm, if we be- 
lieve the Apoſtle ; who ſaith, By one Spirit we are all Baptized inte 
one Body, 1 Cor. 12, Then we cannot believe that it is outward 
Water : Sorthis one Baptiſm, and one Spirit, is not outward Wa-, 
ter. So the Baptizing of Infants, with outward Water, which both 
Papiſts and Proteſtants uſe, is contrary, and without any ground 
from Scripture ; for if there be but one Baptiſm, ſurely outward 
Water is not it, 0” 4 
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” And wheres tliey ſay, They do it as a Sign or Sigmification, and 
call it a Sacrament ; this is nothing but their on Invention, and 
{nagination, to keep People in ignorance and darkneſs, for they 
have-no Scripture for it, So much_ for that Particular of Bap- 
jim. ' . \ | 
- There is no Scripture that mentioneth -a Sacrament, this word 
hath been invented at Rowe, by the Pope, who was the firſt that ſet 
wp the Sacrament, and the Altar, and the Euchariſt,which they call 
the Real-Preſence ; which, afrer their Prieſts have conſecrated 
read, they call it, The Real Body of Chri#t,and many have loſt their 
Lives by them, becauſe they conld not believe this. Something of _ 
kin to- this is that which our Proteſtants uſe, though it's not alto= 
gether ſo groſs ; for they call Bread and Wine ( after they have 
bleſtit) A Sacrament, as though the nature and property of it were 
thanged:from what it was before ; but this is not the fruit of that 
fine, Which Chrilt ſaid, he world drink with his Diſciples new, in the 
nwgdom of God, 
| When Chriſt was ſpeaking to his Diſciples, that the So» of Mar 
be betrayed, he ſaid unto them, I have deſired to eat this Paſſa- 
ter with you, before I ſuffer ; for I ſay unto you, 1 will not any more eat 
thereof ,onti{t it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God, And he took the Cup 
#d pave thanks, and ſaid,” Take this and divide it among your ſelves: 
For 1 ſay unto you, 1 will net drink of the fruit of the Vine, until the 
Kingdom of God come, And ht took Bread, and gave thanks, and brakg 
it, and gave ut nnto them ; (aying, This 1s my Body given for you ; this 
lein remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo, the Cup after Supper, ſaying, 
This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood;which 1s ſhed for you,Luke 
2, Mat, 26, Mark 14. | | 
- Now if. the Bread and the Wine had been the Real Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which was given and ſhed for them, he needed 
(dt to have ſaid; a9 he ſaith in-the next words, Behold the hand of 
1 that betrajeth me : for he ate of the' bread that" betrayed him'; 
fhich words make a diſtinRtion betwen him and the Bread and 
Wine. But he ſaid, Thi doin remembrance of me. And with this 
the Apoſtle agreeth, in what he writeth to the Corzathians ; for he: 
hich, / received. of the Lord, that which alſo 1 deliver unto you, That 
the Lord Feſus, the ſeme night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when be had grventhanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Taks, eat, this - ri 
| I 2 ody, 
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(68). 
Body. which u broken for” you, this do in remembrance of me. Inthe 
ſame manner alſo he took, the Cup, when he had ſupt, ſaying, This Cuy 
4 the New Teſtament of my Blood ; this do ye as often as ye-drink in yo. 
. membrance of me, For,ſaith the Apolile to theſe Corinthians, As oftey 
as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye ſhew the Lords death till be 
come, 1'Cor, x1. So that the eating of this Bread, and drinking of 
this Cup, is but the remembrance of his death, how Jadas betrayed 
- bim, and the Fewes Crucified him, #»ts/ he come, ſaith the Apo- 
Nile. But where is the drinking in his Reſurre&tion, New in his 
Kingdom ? It is manifeſted theſe Corintbians were not come tothat,, 
by. what the Apoſtle was ſpeaking to them of : in all the foregoing 
patt of this Chapter, he is (peaking to them of the ſtate. and condi« 
| tion of the Man and of the Woman, and of their Praying and Pro- 
pheſying With their heads covered, and uncovered ; and of their 
long hair; andof their heads-being ſhaven, and of Nature it ſelf 
teaching them, but more eſpecially 1n this particular, he ſaith , 
When ye come together into one ports this 15 not to eat the Lords Supper, 
but in eating every one taketh before other; and one is hungry, and ano- 


ther drunken. Soany that read this Chapter may ſee, that theſe Co» 


rinthians Were not come to the Power of his ReſurreRtion ; they 
might welleat'in remembrance of his Death ; for they were one 
wich thear infinning, that Crucified him, and ſo Crucified him 
by their fins afreſh, as the Apoſtle ſaith. And ſo are-our eaters and 
givers of Bread and Wine ; for they eat it in remembrance of his 
Death, and.ſin again as ſoon as they have done ; and this they 
Calt, af Communion; but it is a Communion in fin and tranſgreſſi- 
on, which was the cauſe of Chriſt's Death, in- the eatingof this 
Bread, and drinking of this Cup : Yet in the foregoing Chapter he 
ſaith, Wherefore, my dearty beloved, fly from Tdolatry : I ſpeak as to wiſe 
men, judge ye what 1 ſay< The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs (here he 
taketh in himſelf) 7s-it not the Communion f the'Blood of Chriſt + the 
Bread which we break,,. 1s it not the Communion of the Badyof Chriſt ? 
This is not the Communion in fin and tranſgreſſion : For we being 
1mwany, are oue Bread and.one Body, for wa are all partakgrs of that one 
Bread, 1 Cor, 10. | | 

Here is-n0 ſpeaking of Remembrance, but the real-partaking of 
the one Bread.; (this is the living.Bread that is come. doin from 
Heaves, 'Chrilt faith,' 1 am: the diving Bread that came down from 

_ EY ' Heaven, 
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Heaven, if any man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever - and the- 
Bread that 1 grve youts my Fleſh, that 1 will give for the Life of the 

World. e Jews wondered at this, and ſaid, Will this man give us 
his Fleſh to eat ? Jeſus ſaid, As the Living Father hath ſent me, and 
1 live by the Father ; So he that eateth me, ſhall live by me ; and except 
Je eat the Fleſh of. the Son of Man, and drink, his Blood, ye have no 
Life in you. But this is nor, except you eat Bread, and drink Wine, 
ye have no Life in you ; for Chrift ſaith, My Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and my Blood 1s Drink, indeed, John 6. 

Theſe things ſaid Feſtus inthe $ nnagogue, 41 he Taught. And many of 
his Diſciples whenthey heard this, ſaid, It was a hard ſaying, whocan 
hear it ? But Chriſt ſaith unto them, It « the Spirit that quickeneth, 
the Fleſh profitteth nothing : The Wards that I ſpeak unto you, they are- 
Spirit, and they are Life. | 

And ſo it is the Spirit that is the-Living Bread; and thoſe that 
live in the Spirit, and fecd in the Spirit, and meet inthe Spirit, 
they eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his Blood ; and this Spiti- 
tual Bread was that which the Apoſtles broke ; and they that-con- 
tinued Redfaſtly in the Apoſtles DoRrine and Fellowſhip, in 
breaking of Bread, and in Prayers, it is ſaid,. They: continued daily: 
with one accord inthe Temple, and breaking bread from houſe to houſe; 
AJs 2, And: this Bread was that living Bread, that Chriſt ſaid. 
came down from Heaven. And when the Diſciples met together 
on the Firſt day of the week to: break Bread,. Pax/ preached unto 
them until midnight ; ſurely this was Living Bread, elſe it could 
hot have been the Communion of the Body of Chriſt. x Cor, xo, 

And this was a Myſtery, which Swearers and Drunkards-know. 
not ; and therefore they ſet up that which is outward, and tempo- 
ral, as the Apoſtle ſaith, becauſe they are blind of the Spiritual: 
Eye ; andſoas the Apoltle ſaith, That which can be ſeen is Tempo. 
ral, but that which cannot be ſeen # Eternal, 1 Cor, 14.18. But this 
is hid from theireyes; and thus much for- this Particular, which: 
they call-the Sacrament of the Lords Supper..- - | 

They have alſo ſeveral other vain Practices, which they have no: 
Example in Scripture for ; as praying over the Dead,. and for the: 
Dead, which the Apoltle exhorted from; wheri he writ to the Theſ- 
ſalontans, he ſaith, Bat / would not have you ignorant, Bratbren, 


concerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as others, 
| | which 
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| which have not Hope ; for if we believe that Jeſu died and riſe again; 
ſo they alſo that ſleep un Feſus, will God bring with him, 1 Thel, 4. 
Here is nothing of praying for them,nor over them, after they are 
dead : but they manifeſt by their prayers, that they have not a true 
Hope nor Belief in Chriſt Jeſus, whois riſen from the dead, Axd 
become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor. x5. - 
Thelike may be ſaid alſo of their Churching women, and Mar- 
rying people with Rings : but it appeareth that the main end of 
theſe Pra&tices, are to get money of people; for they have no Ex- 
ample in che Scriptures, that the- people were married with.a Prieſt, 
neither in the Old-Teſtament nor New ; ye do not read that Abra- 
ham and Sarah were. married with a Prieſt ; and Iſaac took Rebeccg 
to wife, and Laban gave Faceb Leah and Rachel, but not by a Prieſt. 
The Apoltle ſaith, Marriage ts honorable, and the bed undefiled ; but 
he-doth not (ay that they thould be martied'by a Prieft, or with a 
Ring © But;it1s manifeſted that this Generation of Prieſts, that 
nave ſet up ſuch Imaginations and Inventions as theſe, are the 
-ſame that the Apoſtle propheſied of unto his Son T:mothy, that 
good and true Biſhop ; where he ſaith, Nyw the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 
prefly, that in the latter times, ſome ſhould depart from the Faith, giving 
heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Doftrines of Devils, ſpeaking Lyes in hypo- 
- Frifie, having their Conſciences ſeared with a hot Iron, forbidding to 
Marry, and commanding to abſtain from Meats, 1 Tim, 4, Now let 
the Reader but ſeriouſly read this Chapter, and conſider whether 
theſe be not they, both Papiſts and Proteſkants, who marry peo- 
ple, as before mentioned, and yet forbid to marry all that will not 
marry according to their way, and will ; though the Apoſtle ſaith, 
"They may marry whom they will, only in the Lord, x Cor. 7. 39. Yet 
if they be not married with a Prieſt,” and according to their ways 
they. accountitno Marriage : And thus they run themſelves quite 
off from the Scriptures, as bad as they that never heard of them 
for though they. profeſs them in words; they are utterly, and quite 
out of them in their Practices, And that they abſtain from Meats, 
and cauſe people ſo to do, this is well known to be their common 
practice, all which the Apoſtle ſaith, Are the Doftrines of Dewils;and 
ſo here I have found them in their praRice, and I will leave them, - 
Theſe with many more frivolous things, which might be mention- 
ed, as.their keeping of Idle dayes,and cauſing people.to do ſo, = 
| waat 
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- what hath been ſaid before, may give people a fight of theit pratti- 
ces,. that they are quite contrary and oppofite to the Rule of the 
Scriptures: And thus much for the Fifth Head, which is their 
Practice. I: AI 

The Sixth is their Maintenance, #nd this is as contraty to the 
Scriptures of Truth, as any of the reſt, 3 Nod x 

They profeſs themſelves to beChtiſtians,and Goſpel-Miniſters, 
and yer will not be content with Goſpel-Matntenance ; but their 
Goſpel.is dead, and ſo cold, that they preach, to People,' that it 
will-not quicken them out of their dead and natural eſtate; and 
therefore they dare not truſt rhemſelves upon their maintenance, 
nor caft themſelves upon the freedom, or liberality of the people. 
And ſo when the Power and Spirit of the Loxd Jeſus was loſt, and 
the Revelation of Feſ#s, by which the Apoſtles preached ; then 
when: the Apoſtacy came inzthoſe that got up into the Popes Chair, 


took upon them to find out away, whereby they might compel'peo- 


ple to maintain them, however they maintained themſelves ; and 
ſo they ſtarted back from Chriſts Rule, and his Apoſtles, 'and ſrept 


* intothe Imitation of ſome part of the Levitical Prieſthood under - 


the Law, which beſt ſuited their own ends, And that being made 
ready to their hands, they ſoon go -it ſet np, and' eſtabliſhed by a 
Law ; and then thoſe that were Chriſtians, and ſtood:to the Princi- 
ples and Faith of Chriſtianity, who knew that the Prieſthood was 
changed, and the Law al{o, and could not pay them Tythes ; then 
they were ready prepared for them with Laws and Penalties, to 
clap upon them, and fo force them by compulſion, And thus they 
have laid a weight of Oppreſlion upon poor people, ever lince the 
dark Night of Apoſtacy came on, _and have taken from them the 
tenth part of their Lands, and a tenth part of their Flocks, and 
Herds, and the tenth part of their Labours ; and thus poor people 
been made a prey unto n_ ey mouths, | 

* Andin this they have not done juſtly, nei- | 
ther according to the Prieſthood under the to Fes Er 
Law,nor under the Goſpel, For the Children 
of Iſrael when they were to come into the Land of Canaan, they 
were utterly to deſtroy all the Places where they worſhipped their 
Gods, and they were to overthrow their Altars, and break. down 


their Pillars, and burn their Groves with Fire, and hey down their 
| _ Graven- 
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(Graven-Images (and theſe Funds, we are now ſpeaking of; fet- 
Images up)\and they were to.come unto the Place which the Loxd 


their God was to chuſe out of all the Tribes, to put his Namethere; 


and ſaith the Lord, Thither ſhall you bring your Burmt-Offerings, aull. 
you Sacrifices, and your Tythes, and your Heave-Offerings of your hank 
Deut. 12. And at the end of three years, thou ſhalt bring forth all the 
T ythes of their encreaſe the ſame year ,and to lay it np within thy Gates; 
and the. Levite, becauſe he hath no inheritance with thee ; and the 
Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, and Widow which are within thy.Gates 
ſhall come, and (hall eat, and be ſatisfied, that the Lord thy God may 
bleſs thee. Deur. 14. 28,29, andchap.26, 12, | | 


* But theſe Tythe-Mongers -of the Goſpel Times,, have neither . 


" fed Widows nor Fatherleſs ; but what they Could get of them, 
* they have taken from them; and many poor Widows have been 


caſt into Priſon, becauſe they could not for Conſcience ſake-pay 
Tythes ; and many poor fatherleſs. children' have:had their goods 
taken avay forthe ſame : but this is none of Chriſt's nor his Apg= 


Mes Example And as they have taken up ways, that have been 


neither according to Law nor Gaſpel, ſo let them Rand Uſurpers, 
a$ they are, and Lorders over Gods Heritage : But let them. know 
For all this, thar they muſt come to Judgement, and the Lord will 
plead with them in his day and time, + | 
. "For when Chriit Jeſus ſent forth his Diſciples; their great bu- 
fineſs was. not to look after their Bellies ; for they were not to 
provide neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs in their Purſes; for 
they had received freely, and they were freely to give, Matth, 10. 
8, 9. Alſo when he ſentout the Seventy, they were neither to have 
Bread, nor Money, Luke vo, © AR Dios 

And the Apoſtle Pax/, when he took leave of the Churches, he 
told them, He knew that after his departure would come among them. 
grievous Wolves, not ſparing the Flock: be ſaith, I have covered no 


mans Silver, or Gold, or Apparel ; Ye your ſelves know, that theſe hands 


have miniſtred unto my neceſſity, and to them that were with me : 1 
likewiſe ſhewed you all things, how that ſo labouring, ye ought to ſup- 
port the weak,; and to remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he 
faid, It ts more Bleſſed to give then to Receive, Acts 20. 33, 3435. 

But the Miniſters in theſe dayes, think 1t more blefled to receive 
then give, for they accuſtom the one more then the other, 


And 


X - 


7 Andagain the Apoſtle ſaith, Let « war fo account of us av of che 
Hinifters of Chriſt, and the Stewards of the Myſteries of God. - Moree. 
mer, Its required of a Steward, that he be found faithfull: For I think 
hath ſet ferth us the Apoſtles, as it were appointed to'death ;" for we 
ae mude a SpeBlacle nito the World, to Angels, 'and to Men, We are” 
Fools for Corifts ſake,but ye are Wiſe'; we are Weak, bit ye are Strong ; 
ze are Honor abte, but we are deſpiſed: Even unto this very bour, we both 
hanger, and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have ns certain 
dwelling place,and labour workzng with our own hands, being reviled we 
WW bleſs ; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it 3 being defamed, we entreat'; we 
are made as the filtb of the world,” and as the off-ſcouring of alt things 
unto this day. 3 Col, 4. > Hh] ] EY 
« This is fat different from thoſe that have called themſelves Goſ- 
pl Miniſters, they will be ſure of | certain abiding places ; andin- 
fiead of working with their hands, they make all people work 
for them: So-this Scripture tries them and thir PraQtice. , 
' Moreover;when the Apoſtle writeth to the Theſſa/onians,he ſaith, 
Towr ſelves, Brethren know our Exhortation was not of deceit,nor of an- 
tleguneſs,nor in guile, ut 4s we were allowed of God,to be put intruſt wth 
Goſpel, even ſo we ſpakg ;not as pleaſing men but God which trieth our 
hearts; For neither at any time uſed we flattering words,as ye know, nor # 
Gloak,of covetonſneſs : God is witneſs;nor of men ſought we glory,netther 
of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burthenſom as the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt ; but we were gentle among you, even as 4 Nurſe che- 
riſheth ber children : So being affetitonately defirons of you, we were wil; 
ling to have imparted unto you, not the Goſpel of Chriſt onely, but alſo 
our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear unto us. For ye remember, Brethren, 
our labour and travel ; labowring night and day, becauſe we would not be 


chargeable to any of 10u, we preached unto you the Goſpel of . God...Te 
oe {ot Zr alſa, how holly, —_ , and unb/ameable me 
behaved our ſelves among you that belieue As jt know how we exhort- 
\c>, and comforted, \and charged every one of yon, 4s a father doth bis 
children, 1 They 24 | 1 , i 4/895 

- Here waz a dear and faithſull Miniſter of God, -that abhorred'to 

/þe burtbeoſom or chargeable even tothem that believed, as be ma- 
nifeeth in hismext Epiſtle, where be ſaith, For ye jour ſelves know 
how ye ought to fallow #5 ; for we I not onr ſelves diſorderly among 
or | Jong 


MT Chee) i Dy 
iv, \neicher hd we eat dry mans bread for nowght,. bat wrought mich 
- labont aud travel night and day, that we might not be chargeable 10 axy 
of you: Not becanſe we have nopower, but to make our ſelves an Ex. 


ample ſer you to: follow m1. For even.when we were with you, we con. 


you; that if any wenld mt work; neither ſhonld be eat;2 Thel. 3, 


- Thisis-hard Do&rine for our:Lords, Deans and Deacons,whoare: 


got ſo high, that many of them are almoſt the greatetmen in nr 
Land; ſo'that ic will be no eafie matter to bring them down into 
the Apoſtles Steps, and Paths, that they we:e in - But however it 
may letthem ſee, rhattheyare pottenup'to the higheſt Pinacle cf 
the Temple, whither the Devil-carried our Saviour, and wculd 
have had him to have caft himſelf down; but. Fefws was too ftrong for 
his Temprations, and ſaid, /t is written, Thou ſhalt not temept the 
Lord thy God, Matth. 4.” Bur it is to be feared, that-thoſe who 
have climed'ſo high, have been'taken with bis dait 3/ andit is much 
if they caft not themſelves. down ; foritis contrary tothe:Do&tine 
of Chriſty for his Exhortation Was, 'That they ſhowld take thrlow f 
Seat; that it might be'ſaid unto thetn, Friend, Go wp higher, but 
they have not taken that way. 


/» Bur they have ſeveral ObjeRions, or Colours far what exe, | 
an 


- with which tbey'do a linte blind fore ignoramt people, which i 

eafie matrer to do, #hile the Blind lead the Blixd, faith Chiiſt, they 
beth poiurorhe Dirch, One thing they aHedge for Tyrhes, is, That 
Mel chiſedroxook Tythes hen Abrabam paid them, Gew, 14, when 
eAbrabam rewrhed from the ſhughter of the Kings; and this-the 
Apofttte clexreth himſelf; iv Heb, 7, and taketh awaytheobjeRtion 
of #lt rhat can be ſaid for Tythes, For firſt of all, as for Melchia 
fedee Kin? of Salem, Pieft of the Moſt High God, who mer Abra- 
- bamin+i18Tergrn from the laughter of rhe Kings, and bleſſed him, 
1 hom-alſo: Abrabew geve the terth'pert- of all; $cc; Here the 
Apottte-deſcribes Melcbsfedes,; bring withous #rſoem phaving-mither 
—_— & of dyes no#"thd of life." So that our Tythe-Takers4n theſe 
taſt days,cannot claim them by this Order ; fox they ate'nor with« 
out deſcent, for the furtheſt they can claimwas-Lews, atd hun- 
drecs of them have ended-therr dayes, ant ther: diyes” are come 


 toanend. Beſides, the' Apoſite ſaith,” that this Melchi/edie was 


vrearer then A!raham, 4nd Abrabamihid the Promiſe of God, and 
the Oath of God paſſed nnto him, and unto his Seed, which the 
;  Apolile 
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[Apoſtle faith,” is Chriſt, Gal; 3, 'Batrhe e faith, He wa made 
like unto the Son of God and remainath a Prieff cominnally, Now con- - 
fider, 4aith he, bow great this man was; unto whom, even the Patriarch 
Abrabam, gave the Tythe of the Spoils, and verily, they who are of the 
Sons of Levi, who receive the of the Priefibood, have a Com« 
wandment to taks Tythes of the People, that are of their Brahren; 
thewgh they came ont of the Loins of Abraham ; bat he whoſe deſcent is- 
wt counted from them, recerved T ythes of Abraham, and blefed bim, 
that bad the Promiſes, and without ' all, comtradiftion, thi leſs 55 Uſted 


the better. 

{: $0 if -our Tythe-Takers can ſay they are better then Abrahos, 
then they. *may_ claim Tythes from Melchiſedec ; but if ' they'ſay 
nay, but chey-will claimthemfrom the Tribe of Levi, then they 
muſt own themſelves to be'of the Levitical Prieſthood, and they 
haftrake Tythbes of: nane but their Brethren the Jews : For ſo the 
Spoſile ſaith ; 7 but rhe Pricfifbrod bad « Communilment to taks Tyrhes, 
wecorting'to the Law, that #5 of thuir Brethren, Heber. 7. 5. Andbe 
faith further, 'Jf therefore perfeftion were by the Levitical Proefihood,, 
| er jt theprople recerped the Law what further need wat there that 
ber Prieft/ſtould ariſe, after the order of MelehiſedeC,' awd not af- 


tir the order of Aaron," But the Priifthood bern changed, there 1s made 
if neceſſity a-change alſo of the Law ;' For be of whom theſe things ave 

n pertarneth to another Tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the Altar,” For it # evident our Lord ſprang of Judah, of which Tribe 
Moſes ſpake nothing coucerning the Priefthord, And it ts more evident, 
that after the fimulitude of Melchiſedec, there oof th anther Prieſt, 


who 1s not made after the Law of a carnal C "t, but after the 
yower of. an Endleſs Life : For he teftifieth, Thou art a Prieſt for ever, 
On the order of Melchiſedec. For there ts verily 4 diſanulling of the 
{ ommendment gong before, for the wrakneſs and angrifiatines there- 
of. For the Law made nothing'perfett,” but the bringing in of 'a better 
Hope did, by w'ich'we draw nigh unto God, Hebr. 7. 

| Here the Apokle teftifieth clearly of the overturning and chang- 
ing of the Prieſthood of Lew, and the diſanulling of the Law, 
dy hich they took Tythes, becauſe that made nothing perfeR. 
And for this other Prieſt that remaineth for ever, #ho purgeth and 
parefi:th the Conſeirnte from dead Works, to ſerve the Living God ; for 
the witneſſing of this Everlaſting 4 or: "being come, hath 
= 2 | many 
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 ſufefed, and do ſuffer by this Generation of Tythe-taking 
Priefts;who are neither according to Law nor Goſpel ; and though 
they take the Apoſtles words here, and it may bz, may read theny 
tothe people, yet do they aRt quite contrary to the Apoſtles Tefti- 
ia ror and to all his praQtices that he practiſed yhile he was 
F And ſo we that have a Teftimony ef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Everlaſting High-Prieft, that.be is come, we cannot. deny his Te- 
Rimony,:1n paying Prieſts Tythes, which .was paid under the Le- 


vitical Prieſthood, before he came, now-we have another Prieſt, 


thartenaineth continua{ly, whois not made by a Laiy of a Carnal 
Cammandment, (as they all are) but by another Law, Even the 
Law of the Spirit of Life, which makgth us free from the Law of Sin 
and Death, Rom. 8. But they ſer up Laws againft us, and make us 
ſuffer by thew-Laws, and by-their Courts 5 and wheniwe cannot 
Swear, caſt us into Priſon? But the Apoſtle taught his Son Timothy 
otherwiſe, when He beſonght hins to abide ſtill at Epheſus, that be 
might charge ſome of. them, that they preach no other Dottrine : net- 
ther give head to Fables, and endleſs Genealogies, which minift , 
Pens, rather then Godly Edifying, which ts in Fath, Now the #nd of 
the Commandment 14 Charity out of # oy Heart, and of a good Conſc;« 
ence, and Faith unfained : from which ſome baving ſwerved, haue 
turned again afide into Fangling, defiring to be Teachers of the Lav, 
wnderſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof thiy affirm, But we 
hnow that the Law ts good, if a man uſe it lawfully: Knowing this, 
that the Law is not made for a Righteous wa but for the Lawleſs and 

s, for Wnholy and Prophanc, 
for Murtherers of Fathers, and Murtherers of Mothers, for Man- ſlaj- 
ers, for Whoremonger1, for them that defile themſelves with mankznd, 


for Men-ſtealers, for Lyars, for Perqured Perſons, and if there be an) 
thing further that is comtrary to Sound Doftrine, x Tim. 1. 


Surely theſe late Biſhops have learned another Leflon, then this 


Biſhop Timothy did ; for they execute their Lav againſt the Harm- 


leſs, and the Innocent, and ſuch as abide in Sound DcErine, and 
thoſe that bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, which is Love, Peace, 


Lang ſuffering, Gemlenefs, Goodneſs, Fanh, Methneſs, Temperance, 
againſt ſuch the Apoſile ſaith, there #s no Law, Gal. 5. And yet theſe 
-are they that are made the objeR of theit Laws, and are kept un- 


- 


'  derthe Scourge of the Lawsin theſe dayes ; and this diſorder is, 


becauſe our Leaders and, Teachers have cauſed the people to err, 
from the Faith, and fromthe:Truch, co: on | 
Bur te:come 'to. the -particular, which-is concerning Miniſters 
Matntenande, . where they obje&, 'and ſay, The Apoſtte allowerh 
them a maintenance, by what he holds forth, x Cor.-9; where he 


ſaith, Have not we power to eat and drink? Who goeth a warfare at any | 


111 on bis own charges? Who planteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of 
the fruct thereof ? Who feedeth a flock, andeattth nor of thimilkthere= 
of ? For it 4s writtey in the Law of Moſes, Thos ſhalt not wiwnzzle the 
wonuth of the Oxe that treadeth out the Corne. If we have ſoun unto you 
ſpiritual things, 15 1t a great thing if we reap of your carnat things ? 


- Bo you not know, that they that miniſter about holy things, live of the 


things of the T emple ? and they which wait: at the Altar, art partakers 
with the Alrar > Even ſo hath God.ordained, 'that thiy'which preach 


the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 


All this we would freely alloy them, and it would be joy and 
Sladnefs to.us, to ſee-them:come'to this, upon the ſame tearms the 


- * Apoſtles did.; for fit of all he ſaith, \ Au wot an'Apoſile> Am I 


wot free? Have Init fern Feſna. Chriſt d — my work 1n the 
Lord? If 1 be nat an Apoſtle unto others, yet donbiltſs-1 ans to you, for 
the ſeal of mine eApoſileſhip are ye inthe Lord. If others are partakgrs 
of this power over yon, are not we rather ? Nevertheliſs we have not 
uſed this power, but ſuffered all things, left we ſhonld hinder the Goſpel 
of Chrit, For we have uſed none of theſe things, "netther have 1 wru- 
ren theſe things, that it | qu be done unto me, for it were better for 


JP wag to-die, than that in this any man (hould make my glorying void; for 


though I preach the Goſpel, I have _— to glory of, for a neceſſity 5 
laid upon me, yea, wor is unto me if 1 preach not the Goſpel, For if I do © 
this willingly, 1 have a reward ; but if againit my will, a diſpenſation 


' of the Goſpel is commutted unto me, what i my reward then # Verily, 


that when I preach the Goſpel, 1 may maks the Goſprl of Chriſt without 
charge, that 1 abuſe not my power in the Goſpel, For though I be free 
from all men, yet 1 made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that I mpht gain the 
myre, unto the Few I became a Few, &c, 305 
Here the Apoſtle maketh all clear; ſo that if they would come 
to preach the Goſpel in this Spirit and Power,they need not ſet up 
their Courts of violence, and lay ſuch heavy oppreſſion upon the 
ons 
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Conſciences-of -men and-women. For” the Apoſtle faith, Though 
we walk tn the fleſh, we de net war after the fleſh; for the weapons of ony 
warfare are not carnal, but ſpiritual, and; wighty through Gol, to the: 
polling. tow -of: firang: bulds 3 caſting ey ts Oe of every high 
thought, that exaltarh it {elf againſ} the knowledge of 'Got'; and brivg- 
eth mtocaptrnty everythought int orhe obedience of Chriſt, 
Here is no need of Courts or Prifons, where the power of God is 
" manifeſted in the Miniſtry of the Gofpel;they need nor want means 
ner (aintenence, Where every thought is brought down'into the 
fubjeGion.end. obedience of the Lord's. Truth, Buras the Apoſtle 
faith, Thoſethat ſow ſpiritual things,onght to r24p carnhl things ; So 
he that planteth a Vineyard, ought torat of the-fruitthereot ; and 
whoſoever feedeth a flock, onghe to cat the milk thereof ; and who-- 
ſoeves treadeth ont the corn, :not to have his mouth muzzeld 
according tothe Law  that-fo: he that *ploweth in hope, and 
threſheth in hope, ſhould be partaker of ID Rr IS $i 
:Allthis'isjuftand equal, and onght-to be wichout force or con- 
raint ; forthe Apoile ſaith, cNewerrbelefſt we hrrue- not ned this 


power, but ſafer lLabinge; {ewe fhonld bindi#:thr. Goſpel T7 brifh.. 


| The Lird hath ordained. that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould le 
of the Goſpel, but 1 biau+nfed none of theſe things," Therefore, he ſaith, 
Have 1 committed au offencean abafing 7 Breawſe 1 have preach- 
ed to.y0u the Goſpel of God freely.” And when 1 was preſent with you and 
wanted, 1 was chargable to: no man, 2 Cor. 11. Alſo the Apoſtle 
ſaith,” I did not burdes you ; - Did 1 maky a gnin of you, by any of thens 
I ſent wnto you ? I deſired Titus, and with him 1 [ext a Brother. Did 
Titus wake 4 gain of you? Walked we not in the ſame Spirit > Walkgd 
we not sn the fa ſteps ? Think ye that we excuſe our ſelves unto you ? 
We ſpeak before God in Chriſt, that we do all things, dearly beloved, for 
your edifyong. Here the Apoſtle:defirerh their growth into grace, 
that he preached.to.; not: his growth into their eſtates, as ours do 
now in theſe dayes, 2 Cor. 12, 

But this hath not ſerved our. late Gofpelſ- Minifters ; they will 
not be contented, where they have planted to eat of the fruit ; nor 
whete they have ted the flock, to eat of the milk; nor where they 
have plowed or thie(hed, to partake of their hope ; but they will be 
paid of all within the cempaſs of their power and Lord(hips, whe- 
they feed rhem or no; ard where they never planted, nor _ 

: plowe 
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ery). Y 
plowed, nornever ems Semke wit nnkaghanſogey Wen 
ns $, by force-and violence. -; And twigall people may' ſee; is: 
- -contrary to the Apoliles Docrive, -Life and PraRice,” Surely the 
*,, Apoſtle (ay theſe things coming-0n, when.che wrote unto his Son 
.- Timothy, nhom the Ho ft.made. BiſhopanhQvezſeerz; When 

- be.ſhewed him how. ould behave himſelf in the Houſe of God, 
cScerning Elders, ' Fathers _ Mothers, 'and concerning-Chil.- 
drenand Servants, ſaith he; Lee the Elders that rulg well, be counted 
worthy. of double hanogy, eſpecialiyrbey: who labour in the Word and Do- © 

 rrine.; forghe Scripinre ſanth, Thes\fhalt not amuzzle, ther thes | 
rreaderks out; the Core, The Lahwagr: is: worthy of, bie.reward;. # 
charge thee before God,ard our. Lord Feſme Chrift and the aleR. «: 
that tho obſerve theſe things, muhout preferring 098 hefore ayoii 

doing vothing by | wry , ſaying hand: ſuddenly on x0. man, neither 

be partaker of other mens pns. Keep thy: ſelf pure. If, avy mas roach 
etherwiſe, end conſent not: to whol ſans; wordg,even the, words of our Lord 

Feſms Chriſt, and te the Dottrine which 45 according te godlineſs,; he x 

proud, knowing nothing, but doting about queſtions, nd ſtrife of wards.; 
whereof cometh envy, firife, railings, evil ſwrnuſngs, pemerſer dſpure- 
ings of men of corrupt minds, and li fturwte concerning the Troch ;; ſup- 
poſing that gain 25 godlineſs ; from ſuch ata nh (elf. "Bye ge 
| _ with contentment #s great gain z- far-wte bought nohing, inea hs 
world, and ut 1s certain we cancarry vothing ont 1 ; but baving food jr | 
ramen, let ws therewith becontent. -But they that will beiiekfal; ito & 
permpration; and @ ſnare, and into many fooliſh aud hurtful luſts, which 
+ drown men 1 deſtruition aud perd#cron:. Fax the lows 0. 200Ne 1145 the ror, 
| of allevil, mhich while ſome have covered after they have erred from 
ole Faith, and pierced themſelves thorow with many ſorrows. But thow, 
 O moan of God, fly theſe things, Tim. 5,6 Chapters. 

. - All that sead:this may-ſee, that the; blefled Apoſtle foreſaw the 

Nate and conditiomthe Church was fa Hine into, :and.the;time that, 

bath boen-Goce, hath maniteRed.the.txuth of it.. And, thug, we, ſes 
the good and-ivholeſome DoRrive, thatth>;holy: pwn lef/mwith 
them that vere Overſeers in thoſe daye$, thethad the Spiriz.of the 

' Lord Felus- living and. dwelling intheirbearts; : but this Goſpel 
bat/been bid from them that-have -beem. loſt.-And-this may 9.0066 
{ar the Sixth Head, which AGE AWE ren"R 1 61h 
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Long Robes ah4/Sur-'! The fevertb and [aft is theirCiarbe and He. 
| SIPs: Tip- ' þ57,which they ſeem ts place muctin;in ky 

_CONtIary 00-. Pg Mes EY i 
Goſpel Ornaments, - * terof their Worſhip, and they being Goſpel. 
; -—— - Minifters, we know no ground; nor Example, 
they have from'Chriſt-or any of tits Apoſtles,” to wear ſuch Gar- 
ments. ies a bg; | 
It is true, Aron when be was to miniſter in the Prieſts Office, 
there were holy Garmenits to be made for him, for beauty and for 
glory” And theſe were the Garments which-they were to make ; a 
Brelt-plate; an-Ephod, anda Robe, a broidered Coat; a Mitreand 
2 Girdle "and they were to taketwo Stones, two Onixſtones, and 
grave on" them 'the '\nemes* of the - Children” of {/re/ ,” and ſer 
them in four rows'; and Aro» ſhall beer the names of the Chil. 
dren' of Jfrae!*in-the+ Breſt-plate of Judgment upon his heart, - 
when - he* goetb in into-the holy place; for* a memorial before 
the | Eord® continually --: and 'thou ſhalt: put inthe Breſt- 
plate - of Judgment "the | Urim", and the” Thummim ( which 
is, Logins and PerfeQions) and they ſhall be upon Aarons heart, 
when he goeth in before the Lord ; and Aaron ſhall beavthe Judg- 
_ he Children of frac! upon his-heart before the Lord 'con- 
tioually; Exod; 28, 06 00 he 6 Ce ay, g 
* Here wt dy than the long Gown and the Surplice, the Tip- 
tandthe hood, here was the Urim and the Thummim, and the 
| Judgement of the Children of /ſraz/ upon his heartzAlſo Aaron had 
2 Breft-plate of pure Gold, and graven upon itlike the engraving 
of a Siener, Hol:zefs'to the Lord, Verſ. 36, This is far beyond the 
tsbg Robes of our dayes ; for” there-js little botineſs graven upon 
them, neither Lights nor Perfeions ; and if they do take the long - 
Robes and Surplices, Hoods and Tippets, from Aaroy, they mils 
the Garbe 'and Faſhion of this, ' fot upon the Hemme of Aurons 
Garment there Wes (Bells; and Potioraticts of gold ; ' A golden Bell 
art s Potnegs antt, apdlden Bell and a Pimigranet round about the hem ; 
and'thiswas'to be upon Aaron, when hewent'to miniſter, 'that his 
ſound might be heard when he'was to goin the Holy Place before 
the Lord. But they ſer Bel. apo the top- of their Steepls in ſtead 
of theſe,to make PeSple hear the fourid when they go to theirWor- 
ſhip. And ſo inthis,” as in all other things that have been ſhewed, 
they differ far from Scripture-Rule. is 
| org- 


(2x) -. 


*- Doreoverthe Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Thu ſball Aaron goijntothe bo- 


offering ; 4nd he ſhall pnt.on the- holy linnex Coat, and be ſhall have the 
"inner. Breeches upon bus fleſh, \and ſhall be girded muah a linnen Girdle, 
and with the linnen Mitre ſhall! be be attired, theſe are the holy Gar- 


'Levit, x6. | | 
1. So here we ſee Anros was to'bring a Bullock and a Rim, for « 
| burnt-offezing, anda Gn-offeringzand to wath his fleſh before he pur 
thoſe Garments 0n;- It is to be feared, that our Long-Robed and 
.Surplice-Men miſs it in this too, except they offer a ſin-offering, 
and a burnt-offe1ing,and waſh their fleſh. We do not hear they uſe 
this, they calling themſelves Miniſters of Chrift, and of the Goſ- 
-pel. :. bur certainly they bave not taken up the imitation of theſe 
things from hence, from. Aarons Garments, but from the Scribes 
andPaariſees, for from Chriſt and his Apoſtle they had none at 
all, but the quite contrary : For Chriſt Jeſus when he ſpake to the 
"Multicude, and his Diſciples, ſaid, The Scribes and the Phariſees ſit 
1: Moſes Seat,and that which they bid you obſerve and do, obſerve ; but 
do-not ye after their works, for they ſay and donot ; and all their works 
they dota be ſeen of men, They make braad their Philataries, or Frin- 
ges, and enlarge the borders of their Garments ; and love the upermoſt 
rooms at Feaſts, and the chiefeſt ſeats in the Synagogues, But be ſaith, 
' Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye ſhut upthe King- 
dams of Heaven againſt-men, for ye neither go in your ſelves, nor ſuffer 
them that would. Woe unto you, for ye devour Widows houſes, and for 4 
 pretence makg long prayers ; therefore ye ſhall receive the greater con= 
\demwnation, Matth, 23. And he ſaith unto them in Mark 12. in his 
' Doatrine, Beware of the Scribes,/ which love to go 1 long cloathing, 
and love ſalutations in the Markgt-places, and the chief ſeats in the Sy- 
mags ues, and uppermoſt rooms at Feafts ; which devour Widows houſes, 
Br a pretence makg long Prayers ; theſe ſhall receive greater dam- 
nation, And. Lykg ſaith, Chap. 20, That, then, in the audience of 
all the Peale, be ſaid unto his Diſciples, Beware of the Scribes, which 
deſire to walk in long Robes, and love greetings inthe Markets, and the 
higheſt ſeats in the Synagogues, and the chiefeſt rooms at Feaſts; which 
devour Widows bonſes, and for a ſhew makg long Prayers ; the ſame 
ſhall recerve greater condemnation. 
L 


Surely 


4) Þb 8, with a young Bullock for a fon- offerin , and a Ria or 4 ESE | > 


ments, therefore ſhall be maſh his fleſh in water, and ſo put them on, - 
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Surely the- Diſciples and. Apotles: after they had heard Chrin 
thus often to reRtify againſt them, that went after this manner, 
certainly rhey would keep themſelves clear, forever goirg in this 
earb. Befides, it is clearly manifeſted by their praRices, that they 
never went after this manner,in {opg Robes and Surplices, for that 
would have been a great charge to them, that 'wrought with their 
hands,and were not chargable to any, except thoſe that were raiſed 


up by the power of Almighty God,by their preaching of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt unto them, the Lord might move their- hearts to vive 
them what they ſhould Rand in need of, which they conldinot want, 
if thoſe had it, that were one with them in the Spirit ; for ſo the 
Apoſtle holdeth forth to the Philippians, where he ſaith, But I re. 
Joyce 1n the Lord greatly, that now at laſt your care of me hath pork 8 
ed again,whereim ye were alſo careful,but ye lacked opportunity; not th 
I ſpeak in reſpett of want, for I bave learned in whatſoever flate I an, 
therewith to be content, 1 know how to be abaſed, and how to abound, 
every where in all things 1 am inſiratted,both to be full and to be hungry; 
both to abound, and to ſuffer need.; notwithſlanding ye have done wel, 
that ye did communicate with mine affiition : for even in Theſſalonica 
ye ſent once and again to my neceſſity ; not becauſe I deſire a pifr, but 1 
defire fruit, that that may abound to your account + But I bave all, and 
abound, and am full, Phil. 4, But ſurely they baught no long 
Robes, nor Surplices with this, fince that Chriſt Jeſus had ſo often 
exhorted them} to beware of them that went in ſuch. 

And again Peter ſaith unto thoſe he-wrote to, Let your converſa. 
tion by boneft among the Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeak of them as evil 
doers, they may be put to filence by their goad works; avid that they ſhould 
be as free not uſing ther Liberty for a Cloak of malitionſneſs, but as the 
Servants of God, And 'thus much for the ſeventh and laft Head, 
which is their Garb and Habir, Which all that reade the Scriptures 
may ſee, that Chrift nor his Apoſtles ever uſed ſuch. | 

So nov, let the Reader, as he readeth over this Treatiſe, weigh 
and try by the Scriptures, their wayes and actions, for Chriſt hath 
left us a rule, how we ſhould know them by their fruits. For, ſaith 
he, Beware of falſe Prophets,which come unto you in ſheeps cloathing, 
but inwardly are ravening Wolves : Te ſhall kyow them by their fruit, 
Do men gather grapes of thornes, or figgs of thiſtles ? Even ſo every good 
rree, bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree, bringeth forth cor- 

| | rapt 
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rupt rree bring orth good frat * Wherefort by their frums je ſhell know 
4 

them, Mat. 7. Luke 6,43. : | 


« >, Soby this which bath been ſh2ved and tried by the Scriptures, 
ir W comparing their Dorine, Practice, and Worſhip with the Scrip- 
4 I tures, let the honeſt in heart judge, whether this Goſpel that they 
1 WI have preached, and which hath been holden forth for many hun- 
Kt dreds of years, whether this Goſpel be not another Goſpel, than 
- WF that the Apoſtles. preached ; +and that which the Apoſtle feared is 
x, come to paſs, where he ſaith, 7 fear left by avy means, as the Serpent 

bc beguiled, Eve through bis fubrilty, ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted 
Y from the ſimplicity which is 1 Chrift : Por if he that cometh inks hf + 
+ I archer Jeſus, whom we have not-preathed ; or if ye receive anather 

4 Spirit which we have not receved, or anther Goſpel which ye have not 


accepted : 1 marvel ye are fo ſoon removed from him that called you into 


> MW the grace of Chriſt, mto anviber Goſpel, which ts not another ; but there 
? ny, hoy that trouble you, and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. But 


though we, or an _ fron Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
"than that which we have preached unto you, let bim be accurſed, As [ 
ſaid befare, ſo ſay 1 now again, if vx mai preach any other Goſpel unto 
you, than that ye have received, ltt hum be accurſed, 1 Cor,11.Gal, x. 
And thus you may ſee, that their Miniſtry hath been neithes ac- 
cording to Law nox Goſpel ; and let the Lord judge between theſe 


tvo., 


And now a few Queries to the Biſhops, Miniſtry and Clergy, of 
what ſort ſoever, whether Papſts or Proteflants, that have been in 
this time of Apoſtacy. 

Firſt, Whether that Light, which Fob» was ſent to bear witneſs 
of, Fob» 1. 8, 9. which #« chetrue Light that lighteth every man that 


cometh into the world; Whether this L 
and hath the ſame Power thar hver it 


jgbe be.not the ſame as ic was, 


ad ? fifice Chriſt faith, 7 aw 


the Light of the world, John 8.12. | 

_ Secondly, Whether the New Covenant, which the Lord pro-' 

Miſed by his Prophets, 1ſazah and Feremiab, which was a Light of 

the Gentiles, and was to be God's Salvation to the ends of the 

Earth, 1/a. 42, and 49 Chapters, Fer, 3x, and 24, Chap, Which 

Prophefies Old S:meon ſav — Litkg 2. 30, 31,32, VVhe- 
2 


ther 
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cer he em Coreoant wg Lan Gi nts hw Eve 
Faſting Covenant in the Jeff dayes (which Covenant the ApoRlle bears 
teſtimony of in Heb, 8.) whether this Covenant (which isthe Lay 
written in-the heart) be nor the ſame 28 ever it was, yeaor nay> 
Thirdly, Whether the Ford of Faith, which the ApoRlle ſaith, 5s 
»igh in the beart even the Word that he-preached, Rom, x0, VVhe. 


ther this be nat the ſame as ever? fince Chriſt ſaith, Heaven and 


Earth ſhall paſs away, but my Word ſhall not paſs away, Mat, 24, 35, 
Mark. 13, 31. 

Foxrthly, Whether the Miniſtration of the Spirit, which the Apo. 
ile ſaid, was g/orions; 10d (aith, the Lord is-that Spirit ; and where 
the' Spirit of. the Lord «, there is Liberty, 2 Cor, 3. 17. Whether 


_ this Spirit: hath not the ſame power and efficacy to work in. the 


hearts of People, as ever it had, yea ot nay ? 

Fifthly, Whether the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, that was reveal- 
ed to his Apoſtles by his Spirit, Epbeſ.3 SF: ICor,2.10, Whether this 
Spirit hath not the ſame power to reveal now, as ever ic had ? fince 
Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, Al things are delrvered unto me of my Father, and 
no wan knoweth the Son bat the Father, neither. knoweth any man the 
Father ſave the Son,and he ta whomſetver the Sou will reveal him, Mat, 
I1..27. John 3. 35. chap..6. 46, Whether this Revelation of 
Chriſt Jeſus, be not. of the ſame force and power as ever it was, yea: 
or nay? - : * 

Sixthly, And-if ſo, that the Light of Chriſt which is the New 
Covenant, and the Word of Faith which is nigh in the heart, and 
the Spiri« that hz hath-put in the inward parts, -by.which the Reve- 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt 1s known, be the-ſame us ever : Then why, 
is not the miniſtration 'of the Spirit, and thoſe that are inſpired by - 
the Almighty, the Miniſters that are allowed of, and ſet. up by the 
Powers of the Nation 7 And why is ſuch a Miniſtry ſet up and al- 
loved of by the Powers of the Nation, .whe.deny Revelation, and 
do not wait for Revefation, but ſay it 18 ceaſed ?. And why are ſuch 
Miniſters alloived of, and ſet up by the Powers of the Nation, who 
do pot only deny Revelation, and ſo deny Chriſt Jeſus, but they 
alſo tir np the Magiſtrates, and-thoſe that have the Civil Power, 
to Perſecute,to lmpriſon,to.Premunire,and to Baniſh ſuch as have. 


- the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, and are Inſpired by the Almighty, 


with the ſame Spirit and Power as the Apoſtles had ? | 
| | 7 Seventhly, 
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| 7 Seventhly,, Why is not'the Church of Chriſt now.in;God, as-the- 
* Church of the Theſſalomians was 2 3 Theſ, 1.1.2 Theſ..1,.1, And 


why is nov 2 houfe made with Wood and Scope;called the Church? 


- cince Chriſt ſaichnro Peter, when: he confeſſed that he; was the 


Chriſt, the Son of the Living God; Feſ#s! ſaid #nto bim, Fleſh and 
blood: hath not revealed this unto thee. Thou art- Peter, and upsn this 
Rock. 1 build my Charch, But this Rock was not Peter, as the Pa» 
piſts ſay, but it was upon that Revelation which Chrilt ſaid his hea- 
venly Father had revealed unto Peter, and the gates' of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt'it, - fat ,.16; 18,.: - | b adogeV 

- Erghthly, Why is not the Worſhip of God performed. in the 


- Spirit, andin the Truth, aceording as Chriſt Jeſus publiſhed and 
_ declaredin the Mountain at Samaria-untothe woman, . Which Jeſus 


confeſſed unto, and-ſaid, when ſhe ſpake of the Meſliab,. and of 
Chriſt; / ans he ; he (aid unto her, That the bour cometh, and now.1s, 
that the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father 1n Spirit: and in Truth, 
for ſuch the Father ſeeketh to worſhip him ; God 8 a Spirit, and they 
that worſhip him muſt worſhip bim in Spirit and Truth, Jobn 4. And, 
why is not this Spirit waited in, and for, in the Worthip that.is ge- 
nerally performed, and allowed of .in- our Nation ? fince.that.the 


- Apoftle ſaith, | We are the Circumciſion which worſhip God n the Spie 


rit, and have no confidence inthe Fleſh, Phil. 3.3. And why is the 
Worſhip which is generally performed among people, and their 
DoRrines taught from and by the Commandments of men, -ſeeing, 


- they profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, bzing Chriſt complairted 


of this Worſhip? And ſaith, Is vai do they. worſhip me, teachin 
for Doftrine the Traditions of men; this people draweth near tome = 
their monthes, and hononreth me with their lips, but their hearts are 

from me; And he ſaid, Let themalone, they are Blind Leaders of 


for 
the Blind : and if the Blind lead the Blind,both ſhall fall into the Dutch, 


Matth. 15. 8,9, 14: NR 
.. Ninthly, And why is not the Worſhip of God performed-among 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves to be Chiiſtians, and Goſpel-Mini- 
ers in the Unity of- the Spirit 2. ſince the Ape ſaith, When he- 
aſcended up.0n high, he led Captivity captive, aud gave Gifts unto me 

for the perfelting of the Saints, . for the Work, of the Mimſtry, for the 


 Edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; till we all come into the Wnityof, the 


Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unta the perfelt man, 
| unto 
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" amo the meaſiirt if the fature of the frineſs of Chrift, Epheſ. 4, 13; 
And'why is there ſuch. Difference in Religion, and Opinions, ag 
there hath been between Paprfts and Proteſtants, and many others, 
-- even to the Killing and Slaying one of another, fince thar all pro. 
feſs themſelves: to be Chriſtians? and the. _ of Chriſt is bur 
one ; and the Apofile exhorts them here, 0 endeavour to keep the 
Knity of the Spirit, and the Bond of Peace, And'iif they bave received 
thoſe Gifts from on High, which are for the Wotk of the Miniſtry, 
then why are there ſuch Differences among them? 
 Temhly, Why is there not that Liberty, and- Order in their 
Mectings and Afſembhes, who. profeſs themſelves to be Chriſti- 
ans, a5 was in and among the Apoftles and their Churches > For 
the Apoſtle ſaith, If any thing be revealed to anotber that = by, 
ket the firſt hold his peace, for ye may all propheſie one by one, that all may 
liars, and all miy be \comforted : "Aud the Spirit of the: Prophets ts _ 
fitbjeft to the Prophets 4 for God #s not the Author of Confuſion, but of 
Peace, as in all the Chnrches of the Saints, x Cor. 14. Soif this was 
the' Order of the Churches of the Saints, how is it that always one 
man'ts ſet up to Speak to all the reſt of the People, it may be for 
many years together? fince that the Apoſtle ſaith, Tha: there ts 
die fty bf Gifts, but the ſame Spirit ; and there are differences of Ad. 
miniſtrations, but the ſame Lord; and there are wma ge of Opera- 
trons, but the ſane God which workgth all in all; but the Manifeſtation 
of 'the Spirit 15 given to every man ro profit withal. x Cor. 12, Rom. 
x2. 4. 'Since'thatthe Spirit is giver to every man ; how'is it that 
poor people” have had one man ſet up to teach them, it may be 
thirty or forty years together, and whatſoever was revealed to him 
that ſat by; they were not permitted to ſpeak ? but they might be 
haled before Mgiſtrates ; and it may be ſtockt, or whipt, for doing 
that which the "Scripture alloweth of ;- and bere are Chriſt words 
fulfilled, where be ſaith, Te ſhall be haled before Magiſtrates, and 
perſecnted for my Name [ake, for a teſtimony againſt them, and they that 
killyon think they do God good ſervice, Fohn-16. 2. 
** And' theſe few Queries are for all rhe -Clergy in the Chriſtian 
Wotld'to anſwer, whether they be Pupiſts or Proteſtants, 


Lanceſter Caftle, the | | 
. 7th moneth, 11666. | M. F, 
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T hathbzen an Old Proveib and' Maxime' among men, | N> 
Biſhop, no King-; this is but a ſuppoſition that is got jnro rhe 


minds of people in theſe late times, which hath proceeded and 
riſen from among thoſe of that FunRion, and their Adherents, 


W being that their porver ſrandeth onely by the Kingly Power ;; for.ir 


might rather be ſaid; No King, no Biſhop. ' Bur to add 'to theit 
Strength and Aſſiſtance, they have added this, and have got it in- 
- to the minds of people, that if there be Ns Biſhop, o King ; but 
it-is otherwiſe : for it is by experience known, and that by'Sctip- 
ture Example. ph KOSy: db DIL - bp 
For in the Reigns of all the Kings of 7ſraz/, we do not read that 
there was 2 Biſhops Power, nor Ecclefiaſtical nor Spiritual Courts ; 
neither Nebuchadnezzar the great; neither Cyrus, unto whom the 
Lord ſaid, Thou art mine Anointed, whoſe right band I have upholdex 
to ſubdue Nations, 1 will looſe the Loyus of Kings, to open before thee 
the Leaved Gates ; 1 will give thee the Treaſures of darkneſs, andthe 
hidden Riches of ſecret places, that thou maye(} know, that I the Lord 
: which calleth thee by thy name, am the God of Iſrael, Iſa. 45, Neither 
Darin, whoſet over his Kingdom one hundred and thirty Piinces, 
and over theſe were three Preſidents, of whom Daniel was the firſt; 
and by the voice and word of Dazxie! the man of God, who was 
greatly beloved of God, theſg Kingdoms of the Medes and Perſians 
were ſwayed and governediy the Word of the Lord through Da- 
niel, as may bz read inthe Book of Danie/ : but we never heard of 
Biſbops, or Spiritual Courts among them. = En 
It is true, we read, that amony the Jews there was High-Prieſts, 
" and Chief-Prieſts that ruled and governed amongſt them, When 
their Kings were Heathens, as Herod, and Tiberius Ceſar, In the 


; dayes of Herod Chiiſt was born, who ſent his wiſe men Heng) 
| - I 
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977%" the Child, 2nd made all the young Children be killed, from two 
| - - yeargoldandunder; and the Angel made Jeſus be carried in- 
t t, .till, Herod was dead. Then there was Herod the Tetrarch 
of Galilee, Which beheaded John Baptiſt ; this Herod and Pilate 
- were made Friends the- ſame day.that Chriſt wag under Examina- 
tion, for befoze they had -been at enmity : And Aramas and Caia- 
phac, being high -Priefts, they ſought how they might kill Jeſus ;- 
"And the Band of Souldiers led Feſus away to Annas &, for he was 
Father-in-law to Caiaphas, which was the bigh Prieſt the ſame year * 
Now Caiaphas was hewhich gave cotnſel tothe Jews, that it was ece= 
pedjent that one.man ſhould die for the,people, John 18, 13, 14. And 
when Pilate bad called together the ghief. Prieſts, and the Rulers, and 
ſaid uno them, Ye brought this man unto me 45 one that perverted the 
people, and I have examined him before you, and have found no fault in 
im, Yor .yet Herod ; aud they accuſed bim vehemently, Luke 23. 
atth. 26, Fe 
_. The chief Prieſts and Elders ſanght falſe witneſs againſt Feſws to put 
' birs.to res and when they Cound falls Witneſſes phat 8/45 Fae 
him, Teſus yo! nothing : Aud the high Prieſt aroſe, ayd ſaid, Anſwer 
eft thou nothing ? And heſaid, 1 adjure thee by the Living God that 
thou tell us if_ thow be the Chriſt : Jeſs ſaid unto him, Thos haf#t ſaid 
it : Hereafter ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man ſiting at the right hand of 
Power. Then the high Prieft rent his clothes, and ſaid, He hath ſpokes 
3-45 Ach And when the morning was come, all the chief Prieſts and 
Elders took, connſcl to put him to death; and when they had led him away, 
they delrgred him to Pontius Pilate, Matth, 27, Mark 15. And 
when Pilate acked of them, Will ye that I releaſe unto you the K ing of 
the Tews.? But the chief Prieſts moved the people, that he ſhruld rather 
releaſe Barabbas. And Pilate, ſaid, What nill ye then that I ſhall do 
unto him whans ye call the King of the Fews 4 and they cried, Crucifie 
bins, crucific him, 


Now Ananias ſent him bound un'o Caiaphas, the high Prieſt, and he 

. aeihed him of bus Diſciples, and of his Diftrine ; Jeſus anſwered, why 

askeſt thou me ? atk them that heard me: And one 4 the Officers firuck, 

hs with the palm of his hand, and ſaid, Anſwereft thou the bigh 

rieſt ſo.? And Jeſus ſaid, If I have ſpoken evil, bear mitreſs of the 
evil ; if well, Why ſmuteſt thou me? 

. . Then they led Feſws from Caiaphas the high Prieſt, into the Hall 

a ; of 


fie EF ©... ; 
of Fudgmatnt; and Pilate went unto them, and ſajd, Taks ye him, an 


2 dey him according to your Law : the Jews therefore ſaid #uto him, It 
' 56 not lawful for wto put amanto death, John 18, But they looked 


- upon it lawfull toaccuſe him falſely, and vehemently: to accuſe 
| lum, and to cry-out, Crucifie him, crucifie him, and todefire Bars 
| rabbas, that was found in an Inſurre&ion, and a Muttherer, to be 
; releaſed, and to cry, that Chriſt the Lamh of. God might be 
' Cuucified ;; alſa after the ſame manner. did they with the A+ 


.. poliles, . | | | 
© And thoſe Scribes and" Eldets OST Stephen and brought 


\ Prieſt with the. Councel ſaid; Are theſ, 


{s againſt him, the bigh 


him; andſet up Falſe Witneſſes to wj 
ings ſo? And after Stepher 


_ 'opened his mouth, and ſpake unto them, and opened through the 


Scriptures ; and when they heard. thoſe things that Stephen ſpake 


from the Scriptures, They gueſhed on hin with their teeth, Ads 7, 


4nd as Peter #ud John ſpake unto the people, the Prieſts and Captain 
the Temple, and the Saddnces came upon them ; and then Ananias 


. the high Prieſt, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as ma- 


EM were of the Kindred. of the bigh Prieſt, were gathered together 
totaks counſel againſt Peter and John, after they had wrought the Mi- 
racle upon the Impotent man ; and when they could find nothing againſt 


” them, they threarned them, and let them go, AQts 4. 


And what ado made they with Paw/, for all he was one of their 
own Nation, and made his Defence before them; and called them 
Men, and Brethren, and Fathers,” and ſpake nnto them in the He- 


.. brew Tongue, and told them how the Lord had converted him,-As 


alſo the high Prieſts doth bear me witneſs, and all the Elders, from-whoms 
alſo I recerved Detters unto the Brethren, and went to Damaſcus, to 


. bring them which were there in Priſon to Jeruſalem to be paniſhed, 


Ads 22, | 
Paxl:that had been one. of their Servants, and had ated in the 


nftian Faith, he received no more favour from them than others; 


Sins with them in Perſecution, after he was converted tothe. 


' Aforafterwards when Pax! was brought before the Council tobe Ex- 
' emined, wherefore he was ſo accuſed ; And Paul earneſtly beholding 


the Conncil, ſaid, Men and Brethren, 1 have lived in all good conſcience 
before God wntil' this day : And the bigh Prief® Ananias T_ — 
| | M them 
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them that ſftord by bigs, to ſmite bim- on the month: Then ſaid Pay, © 

God ſhall ſmite thre,thou whued wall ;. and they that ſtood by, ſaid, Revs. 
lift thou Gods high Prieft 7. They ſaid Paul, 1'mift nat Brethrey that be 
was the high Prieft ; for it us written, T how ſhalt not. ſpeak.enil of the Ru. 
ler.of thy People, Paul acknowledged, and confeſſed his Tranſgre(- 
| fron of that Lav, where it is ſatd, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods 
»or curſe the Ruler of thy People, Exod, 22. 28, But David ſaith, Þ- 
bave ſaid ye are Gods, but ye ſhall die like men: And ſo it appeateth 
by this bigh Prieſt; for he was far from executing of his duty, 
where he late to judge according to the Law, when he command. 
ed to ſmite the Priſoner contraty to the Law, and afterwards gave 
conſent to - the People to bind-themſelves in an Oath to murthet 
Paul, but were prevented by the chief Chaptain and Souldiers, 
Ads 23; + 12 $1 thy 

And if, er fruedayes Ananias the high Prieſt,  deſcehded with the El. 
ders, who enformed the Governor againſt Paul, and ſaid, We have 

ound this man' a peſtilent fellow, a mover of ſedution among the Fews, 

throughout the whole world, a Ring-leader of the Sett of the Nazarens, 
with much more, A»d when Felix heard therr Accuſations of bins, 
he deferred the examination of him, ACGts 24. | 


Likewiſe, when Feſtus was come into the Province, then the high 
Prieſt, and the chief of the Jews informed him alſo againſt Paul, and 
deſired favour againſt him, and beſought him, that he would ſed for him 
to Jeruſalem, ly1ng in wait by the way :okill him :: but Feſtus a»ſwered, 
T bat Paul ſhowld be kept at Ceſarea, Acts 25, | 


By theſe places, with much more that the Scripture maketh men- | 
tion of, we may ſee the cruelty, and bloody-Mindedneſs of®. heſe 
bigh Prieſts, that wete then Rulers: of. the: Nation of the People 
of the Jews, under the Roman Monarchy : for they were always 
worfe in cruelty againſt the Chriſtians then the Heathens; and 
joyned with the Kings, and incenſed them what thzy could againlt 
the Chriſtians, as is manifeſted ; for they joyned wich that He- 
rod and Pilate that crucified Chriſt, 

- Atfo when King Herod heard: that Jeſus was born in Bethlehem 
of Fudah, he gathered the chief Priefts, and all the Scrives of che 
People together, todemand of them where he was tobe born, in- 

| | tending 
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- tending to killhim, but the Lord prevented him, whoin his Rage 
© ſlewall the young children, © LF, 3 4T: 
' Alſo Herod the King that killed James the Brother of John with the 
Sword ; andbecanfe that be ſaw it pleaſed the Fews ;-he proceeded fur- 
ther, and tark Peter -and caſt him ints Priſon; ard when Prayer was 
wade, to the Lord for Peter, and-that the Lord delivered him out of 
Priſon, there was no ſmall ſtir among the Sonuldiers, what was become of 
Peter : And when Herod bgd ſought him, but fouud him not, be cons 
manded that the Krepers of the P1ſon (hould be put to death, But whek 
this Herod ws arrayed in Royal Apparel upon his Throne, the Lord 
ſmote him by bis Angel, immediately hewas eaten of worms, and'pavt 
np the ghoſt, AQts 12, | | 
This with much more might be inftanced concerning this Ge-= 
| neration of men, of their cruelty and oppreſſion, joyning with the 
Heathen Monarchs in the crucifying and perſecuting of Chriſt Je= 
ſus, and all his holy Apoſtles, and all the Primitive Chriftians't \ 
Bnt we never heard of any Biſhops, neither in the time of: the 
Kings of [ſracl, nor in all the four Manatchies before Chriſts time; 
neither in the dayes of the Apoſtles, nor in the Primitive times, 
there was no ſuch Biſhops as had Courts, and Laws, to make people 
to Sear, and to impriſon then if they would not ; ſuch, as there 
* could not be Kings without there were Biſhops, | 
- For Chrilt Jeſus, nor none of his Apoſtles, ſought not after, 
neither looked after Earthly Kingdoms ; for he ſaid, His Kingdoms 
was not of this World, neither could hu Servants fight, And the Ap6- 
files ſaid, The Weapons of their warfare, were not Carnal, but Spiri= 
tual ; neither did they wreſtle wth Fleſh and Blood, but with Spiritual 
Wickedneſſes. | | 
And ſo they that are true Chriſtians, and of the ſame Faith and 
Principle that Chriſt Jeſus was of, they defire not Czſars due nor 
righr, but give unto Ceſar that which bears his own Image, the out= 
ward earthly Image, and'the money that bears the Superſcription 
of Caeſars Prerogative, this they can give unto Czſar, and not 
© Wrong any man of his outward Propriety or Pretogative ; for they 
ſeek not afcer earthly Crowns nor Inheritances, but after heaven= 
ly. The Apoftle when he wrote to Timothy, exhorted, That firſt 
of all Supplications, Prayers, and Interce/ſtons, might be made for al 
£3: M 2 menz 
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wen ; for King, and all that are in Ambority,that we may lead a quier 
and peaceable Life, in all gedlineſs aud honeſty ; for this is good and acs. 

ceptable to God, who would bave all men to be ſaved. 

This he wrote to him that was a Biſhop, which if any man de- 
freth the Office of, .he defireth a good work, for it is no more then 
to be an Overſeer of the Church-of Chriſt,” and not to Jook after 
- Carnal means, or carnal maintenance neither to be a burden or an 
oppreſſion to the People, nor to be upholden by men, or the Pow- 
ers of the Earth 3 ſuch Biſhops and Overſeers of the Church of God 
28 Timmthy and Titus were, and all thoſe holy Apoflles the Scrip- 
tures mention, We ſhould be glad of , Such a4 are lovers of Hoſpita- 
lity, lovers of Good Men, not grven to Wine, -not greedy of filthy Lucre, 
but Patient ; not a Brawler, not Covetows ; for the Apoſtle ſaith, The 
love of Money is the Root of all Evil , which, while ſome have coveted 
gfter, they have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves through 
with many ſorrows, ' Such things as theſe the Apoſtle exhorted f; bo 
wothy and Titms from, which o f the Biſhops in our dayes,and 

for the laſt twelve hundred years and)upwards, it is tobe feared, 
they are fallen into Demas his = trodden his paths,and have 
forſaken the Apoſtles Spirit, Dottine and Principle, and have 
embraced this preſent world ; and here hath been the miſery of 
theſe Aves laſt paſt : But this is that which Chriſt Jeſus foreſaw, 
Which he memiions, Matrh, 24, and 25 Chap, As alſo the Ap: file 
' Paul foreſaw, when he told them, That grievors Wolves ſhould enter 
znto the Church, not ſparing the flack,, eAts 20. 29, 2 Per, 1, 2, 
x Fob 2, 18.. All theſe had a true fight of the dayes of darkneſs, 
and night of Apoſtacy. that was coming on, 

As alſo the Revelation of Jeſns Chriſt, which he ſent and ſipnified 
by his Angel to his ſervant John ; he ſaw the Beaſt riſe out of the Sea, 
and out of the Earth, and power was given to him - forty and two mo- 
veths(- and this power began at Rowe, which 1s the four;dation of 
the Ecclehaſtical and Spiritual Power; and. here was the firſt Bi- 
ſhop that was called; his Holineſs, 'and his Children are called as 
bigh as they can;; but T:mo:by and Titxs were not ſuch ) who made 
war with the Saints, and overcame them, and power was gruen unto bins 
over all Tongues, Kinareds and Nations, and his power was to endure 
gbove twelug hundred years, And one of the ſeuen Angels, that = the 

even. 


* ſeven vials, ſhewed bins the judgnoent of the great Whore, withwhom 31 .. 

the Kings of the earth had commuted fornication, and the Inhabitants of * | 

' the earth had made themſelves drunk with the wine of her fornication; 

' Hd he ſaw a Woman ſit upon a ſcarlet-coloured Beaſt, full of names of 
Blaſphemy, having ſeaven Heads, and ten Horns, which Beaſt he ha 

ſeen before, Chap. 13. And when Fohx marvelled, the Angel ſaid 

unto him, Yherefore doſt thou marvel ? I will tellthee the Myſtery of 


the Woman, and of the Beaſt that carrieth her, Chap, x7. Ando, He 
| that hath wiſdom may readr, and count the number of the Beaſt, for it 
-#s 666, , 


And this Proverb which hath continued ſo long, No\B:ſhop, no 
King, hath riſen'out of the Bottomleſs-pit, and muſtgo into Per- 

* dition ; for there were no ſuch Biſhops in the times of the four 
Monarchies beforeChriſt,neither among the Primitive Chriſtians, 
that had Eccleſiaſtical Courts,and toſſed poor people up and down, 
and cauſed them to ſwear, contrary to Chtitt's command, which 
they have nothing to do with, wrangling among them for getting of 

money. The Apoſtle ſaith, They ſhould be no Brawlers, | 

' _ Andnowthis uſurping power is gotten up under the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, and becauſe it is upholden by Monarchial Power, 
it hath hatched a Cockatrice into the minds of People, No Biſhop, 
no King : butthis we can ſay, That Kings have reigned by the Pow- 
er of the Lord God, and may reign as long as it pleaſeth him ; 
and God ſent his Prophet to anoint a King. 

So can we ſay that this uſurping Power hath been alwayes againſt — 
and contrary to the power of the Lord God, and hath ever been |} 
the Oppreſlour of the Innocent and te Juſt, and Gods Heritage 
and People have alwayes been Sufferers in all Ages by this Pow- 
er, and this generation of Prieſts hath been the cauſe of all the 
Saints ſufferings; they ſtoned the-Prophets,. and ſlew them before 
Chriſt, and ye may ſee how they uſed ChriR and his Apoſtles, And 
now in the —_— O the Inquiſitions, the Racks, and the Tor- 
tures, the Courts, Citations, and Impriſonments that have been, 
and are continually impoſed upon poor People : ſo that the very 
miſery of Nations cometh by theſe Uſurpers (and their Superiori- 
ty, in having Power) and Oppreſſors, and Layers on of Burdens, 
grievous to be born, that upon this Generation might come, ali the 
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righteons'blood ſhedupon the Earth, from Abel, Mat, 23, 35, 25; 

But the Lord is coming to Redeem his People, and bis Flock out 
of their covetous mauthes, and bloody hands ; and the Lord hath 
ſent the Spirit of his Son into the hearts of his People, and hig 
Light is riſen in their Conſciences, and the Lord will Teach them 
all Himſelf, 1nd ſet them free from the bondage and ſlavery of theſe 
Taskmaſters ; and he hath committed all Power in_ Heaven and 
Earth unto his Son,and he hath all Times and Seaſons in his hangs; 
and it is 200d for Kings that are ſet. up by the Lord, to fear him, 
that by bis Power they may ſtand ; and not uphold that power that 
God will throw down; for he is come to Reign, and Teach his 
People himſelf. | Read 1/a. 2x, 


